
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: APRIL 2023 

 

 

Upcoming Services 
Our weekly Worship Services are in person on Sunday mornings at 10am or watch the service on  YouTube 
Live.  LINK to our YouTube channel   A recording is made available through the Google Groups email, on our 

website, and on our Facebook page, later that day. 
 

4/2 How Many UU's Does it Take to Change a Light Bulb 
[Gail Woosley, CLM and Rev. Walter Clark] 

There are a fair amount of jokes about Unitarian Universalists, but what do they tell us about ourselves 
as a denomination and what can we learn from them? Join CLM Gail Woosley and Rev. Walter for this 

good natured Sunday service. 
 

4/9 The Rebel Jesus 
[Rev. Walter Clark ]  

It has been said, “When asking what would Jesus do, remember that flipping tables is an option.” Over 
the years, the image of Jesus of Nazareth as someone who fought against oppression has been 

diminished. This Easter Sunday we talk about Jesus as an agent of change and resistance. 
 

4/16 "Really I'm Fine" 
[Rev. Walter Clark] 

The most important role that community plays is that of support. We need each other when times are 
hard. However, so often we want to be the ones who do the supporting and not the ones asking for 

supports. This Sunday we honor the Lay Pastoral Care Team and talk about the strength in asking for 
help. 

 
4/23 – Earth Day 

[Jenni Papp and Rev. Walter Clark] 
We celebrate the Earth in this exploratory worship service and focus on ways to keep it green and thriving. 

Bring your dirt for our Dirt Communion! 
 

4/30 – Small Acts of Resistance 
[Rev. Walter Clark] 

Aesop wrote, “An act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted,” but when it comes to act of 
justice in the face of oppression, our one small action can feel like putting out a forest fire with an eye 

dropper. This Sunday we talk about the importance of the small acts. 



 

Minister's 
Meditations 

Rev. Walter Clark 
 

The Soul Matters theme for the 
month of April is resistance and it 
seems that the world is giving us a 
lot to resist of late. Hatred and mis-
information about drag queens and 
the supposed LGBTQ agenda 
seems to be spiking. (Last time I 
checked, the LBGTQ agenda was to 
be able to live without being targeted 
for hate.) Women’s health is under 
attack in ways we haven’t seen for 
50 years. Schools are being targeted 
for the books they keep and the 
lessons they teach, books and 
lessons that center on love and 
acceptance.  Even Miley Cyrus and 
Dolly Parton are getting banned! If you are banning Dolly Parton, I have to believe you are on the wrong side 
of history! Time to work for what’s right and resist! 
 
And it is exhausting. 
 
I realized recently that I have been resisting a lot of different things in this world since 2012. My 
Facebook feed reminded me that 11 years ago I was with a few dozen friends at the UU Richmond 
congregation protesting the death of Trayvon Martin and the Florida laws that allowed his killer to go 
free. A colleague the other night said they saw me in a Frontline documentary (mark 19:45) protesting 
the attempted repeal of Obamacare. When I looked to find it, I found I was in another Frontline 
Documentary (mark 8:05) about Charlottesville, VA (Trigger warning: the Charlottesville link depicts 
scenes of violence and blood). Occasionally when gerrymandering is in the news, a photo of me at the capitol 
accompanies the article. I have lobbied at the state capital and at the nation’s capital. I have written congress 
folk and letters to the editor. I have mentored at Title 1 public schools and held 
candlelight vigils. I have been resisting for a long time now, so I think I can speak with a little authority on the 
subject when it comes to keeping the spark of resistance alive. 
 
I have found that the spirit to resist can come from two sources. The first, and easiest to access is anger. It is 
easy to witness the injustices of this world and let yourself fill with a righteous anger. Unfairness enrages us! 
And we are not alone in this reaction, even monkeys get angered by injustice. The good thing about anger is 
that we are often quick to act on it. However, if there is one thing I have learned about anger, even righteous 
anger, is that it is hard to sustain. Keeping anger as the source of your resistance will exhaust you to a point 
where you can no longer act. The fire that burns hottest, burns quickest. 
 
This brings me to the second source of resistance, Love. Love focuses on those that have been 
mistreated and puts the focus on them instead of those perpetrating the injustice. Love focuses on 
protecting trans and queer from hateful folks instead of arguing with those who would oppress them. 
Love reminds us that those who were murdered due to racial injustice led lives and are not just 
statistics. The Love of learning and dignity is what makes us show up to library board meetings. Love should 
be the source. That’s why the UUA social justice campaign is called Side with Love and not Stay Angry! 
 
Resistance to injustice is needed in this world. It is how we live that value of Love. It is like 
Cornell West says, “Justice is what Love looks like in public.” 

 



 

Stewardship  
Living Our Values Everywhere 
 
Many thanks to each of you who has committed to financially supporting the UUFWC in the 
coming year. And, many thanks to those who shared, during Stewardship Moments, the 
ways that you are living your values in the wider community. It is inspiring to be among so many people who 
care deeply for this fellowship and the world around us. 
 
But we’re not done yet . . . 
  

• As we head to press, we’re at 84% of our pledge goal, so we still need your help. If you have not 
pledged, or would like to increase your pledge, talk to a member of the Stewardship Committee or got 
to uufwc.org/support/pledge to pledge online. 

• During the pledge drive kickoff service, we asked you to share ideas on what you 
would love to see this congregation do to live our value beyond these walls. The 
next step is to compile all those hearts, identify 2-3 themes, and then begin the 
conversations of how to move forward to make the dream a reality. 

 
Stay tuned as we ask you to continue the journey of Living Our Values Everywhere! 
 
As always, please feel free to contact one of us if you have any questions or thoughts to share.  UUFWC 
Stewardship Committee: Scot Armstrong, Tony Beery, Bonnie Groop, Danni Schantz, Mary Wicks 

 

 

'Share the Plate' 
 
Each month we will choose an agency that will receive half 
of the donations that are not designated for another 
purpose.  In April, we will share the plate with Trinity 
UCC Breakfasts. 
  
Trinity United Church of Christ is located at 150 E. North 
Street in Wooster and serves a free hot breakfast each 
weekday to anyone in the Wooster community. 
  
Learn more at https://trinityucc.org/mission 
 
How do you share the plate?  

• If you write checks, please communicate your 
intention on the memo line, eg: 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal, in the optional section, choose 
'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal Giving Fund, you will have to email Joanna to designate your contribution. 
[fellowship@uufwc.org].   

 



 

Committee on Ministry 
Submitted by John Waldman 

 

In the March newsletter, the Committee on Ministry (COM) outlined the work we have started 
that will help Rev. Walter on his journey towards full fellowship with the UUA. The COM is 
finalizing the methods for gathering input from our community. However, your participation will 
be crucial if we are to gain a comprehensive picture of Rev. Walter’s impact on the overall 
ministry of the UUFWC. 
 
The primary tool being used for the COM’s work is a survey, which will launch in May. We will 
also hold some focused discussions with particular individuals or groups relevant to the below 
topics that the UUA asks us to evaluate. These are: 
 
- Worship and Rites of Passage 
- Pastoral Care and Presence 
- Spiritual Development for Self and Others 
- Social Justice in the Square 
- Administration 
- Serving the Larger UU Faith 
- Leads the Faith Into the Future 
 
In anticipation of the survey, you may find it helpful to start thinking about your interactions 
with Rev. Walter with regard to these activities. 
 
The survey itself will consist of statements about the competencies of effective ministry. For 
example: 

• The minister leads classes on relevant topics. 

• The worship service shows an awareness of multi-generational sensitivities. 

• The minister is engaged with social justice issues in the local community and larger world. 

You will be asked to respond to such statements with one of five choices—Strength, 
Satisfactory, Area of Growth, Weakness, or Not Observed—selecting the one that best fits 
your experience and observations of Reverend Walter applicable to the statement. 
Additionally, the survey and our discussions will encourage you to offer personal observations 
to support your evaluations. These comments will be invaluable as we interpret the responses 
we receive. 
 
Both the survey and conversations are important tools for enhancing the ministry of our 
congregation and helping Rev. Walter grow. As such, we believe that the best feedback is 
specific, non-anonymous feedback because the ministry of the UUFWC is a shared 
responsibility with each of us invested in working to make improvements. This means that 
your name will be associated with your feedback, but your feedback will only be shared with 
members of our committee (Mary Wicks, Adam Keating, Denise Bostdorff, Sarah Miles, John 
Waldman, and Rev. Walter himself). 
 
The COM is excited to be nearing the start of this important activity. Please direct any 
questions, concerns, or comments to any committee member. Thank you, and we look 
forward to everyone’s participation. 

 

 



 

Family Ministry 
From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

Sunday Morning Religious Exploration 

Each month we explore a specific theme both during worship services and in our religious exploration. We are 
inspired by many sources and find ways to explore the theme in developmentally appropriate ways. Currently, 
we have four groups that gather on Sunday morning during worship: 
 
Nursery for infants through pre-school 
Earth Spirits for kindergarten through 3rd grade 
Extra Extreme Explorers (Triple E's) for 4th through 6th grade 
Youth Community for 7th through 12th grade 

 

Our Theme for April is:  Resistance 

This month, we will explore the challenges and paths of resistance. Each path includes an exploration of a 
practice of resistance. Each path is connected to and rooted in a religious or secular holiday, not necessarily 
on the date it is celebrated. Our aim is to learn about the holiday through its relationship to our theme of 
Resistance. 
 
April 2 --  The Path of Resisting by Speaking Truth to Power 
We will explore how Jesus modeled resistance by “speaking truth to power.” We see this especially in the way 
he spoke truth to the powerful leadership of Jerusalem, which led to the events captured in the story of Easter. 
His non-violent approach underlays the modern concept of “speaking truth to power” which became part of 
Gandhi’s work, the work of civil rights leaders and peace activists, and all across the globe. It’s all about, to 
put it into words children can understand, speaking the truth, even when it is hard to do. 

April 9 -- Easter Sunday 
All ages of RE groups will join together for a fun spring celebration. Hopefully, outdoors, please dress 
appropriately. 
 

April 16 -- The Path of Resisting by Breathing:  Honoring Vesak (Buddha’s Life) 
In this session, we explore the idea that breathing is a form of resistance by using it to focus and center, 
instead of becoming scattered and captive of the “monkey mind.” Buddhism is a powerful example of this with 
its emphasis on meditation, which is honored through the Buddhist holiday of Vesak, which celebrates the life 
of Buddha. Vesak takes place on April 8 in some countries and in May in others. 
 

April 23 -- The Wood Wide Web: Celebrating Earth Day and Dirt Communion, Exploratory Worship 
In this active worship service for ALL people we will honor our connectivity to the Earth and our responsibility 
to it. 
 

April 30 --  The Path of Resisting by Sticking With It: Honoring Ramadan 
We will explore “sticking with it” as a form of Resistance. We try to stick with things and not give up when it 
gets hard. We resist giving up by enduring, by persevering, keeping going. With this in mind, we lift up 
Ramadan, a Muslim holiday.  It’s a time, when children are old enough, they join with adults and fast during 
the daytime for 30 days. By sticking to this practice all day, Muslims resist the temptations of thinking selfishly 
and forgetting to put God first. It’s a great chance for us to think about how sticking with it can help us resist 
our temptations. 

 
More details, events, and supplemental resources to use together at home are available in the RE 
Newsletter. Click here to subscribe. 

 



 

Children are always welcome in our worship services, and we have a wiggle friendly place for them in the 
sanctuary if they would prefer that. 
 
The nursery is always available for caregivers to use and the service audio can be heard in there. 

 

Families are Getting Connected! 
If you would like to join the private Facebook group for Family Ministry at  the UUFWC you can 
click here to request to join. 
 
Contact Jenni at DRE@UUFWC.org or Jess at YMC@UUFWC.org with questions. 

 

Cocoa House 2023...it's a wrap! 
 

The Youth hosted Cocoa House on Saturday March 25th marking the first return of the event since the 
pandemic.  
 
It was indeed a stormy night...the perfect setting for the "Clue" theme chosen by the group. The night kicked 
off with a gathering of strange characters including Peacock (Violet), Plum (Olivia), Scarlett (Helen), Colonel 
Mustard (Preston Beery), Miss White (Katherine), and Green (Annie). They were welcomed to the evening by 
a mysterious host (a.k.a. William). Suddenly, Miss White falls ill and must be removed from the stage by our 
very own UUFWC Mortician, Sarah Miles. The rest of the group must search the fellowship for clues to find the 
culprit before they strike again...without interrupting the talent show and live auction, of course :)   
 

 
 

The talent portion of the show came from the Children and Youth who played music, sang, showed off some 
Tae Kwon Do skills, and told lots of jokes!  All performers got tickets to win prizes including games, puzzles, 
jewelry, lessons, and gift certificates. Olivia revived the tradition of a "pie in the face"...a prize won (and 
enjoyed) by her brother, Benjamin.     
Rev. Walter played auctioneer (filling in for Steve Berg who was not feeling well) selling fabulous items 
donated by the congregation including a fishing date, the UUFWC reserved parking spot, and a "pick a 
sermon" topic.  By the end of the night, the event had raised over $1500 to help support the RE program!! 
 
With the show over, and the mystery solved, the Youth celebrated with pizza and a sleepover in the Fahs 
room.  It was definitely a special night! 
 



 

I want to thank the awesome people who support our Youth and helped to make this event happen: our 
fearless Youth volunteers Peg, Sarah, and David...for everything, but especially the cookies...and sleeping on 
the floor with me :) Sharon for the Hot Cocoa, Chris Stormer for light and sound support, Joanna, DRE Jenni, 
and Rev. Walter, all the donors, the bidders, the parents & friends who came to the show, and the kids not 
afraid to show off their talents.  This wouldn't have happened without you! 
 
And finally, I want to recognize the Youth Team who spent weeks dreaming up this  crazy event and brought it 
to life. You guys rock!  
 

Submitted by Jess Eikleberry, Youth Coordinator 

 

A note from Jess 

I wanted to take a moment to let everyone know (officially) that this will be my last year as Youth 
Coordinator.  I recently took on a new job with the Wayne County Planning Department working on 
Farmland Preservation.  Food and Farming issues have been my passion for a long time, and I am 
happy to be back in the field again! 
 
But have no fear!  There are NO changes to this year's program (which ends in May) and Jenni and 
Walter are making plans for 2023-24.  
 
It has been fantastic working with the Youth and I am not going anywhere.  I will still be doing 
bookkeeping for the UU and hope they invite me to hang out (as a volunteer) in the future.   

 

 

 

MUSIC NEWS From Kat Gibbons 

  

The new drum circle started last Thursday, March 9 in Strawn Hall at the UU Fellowship. It’s only an hour, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. We will continue having drum circle every month on the second Thursday at 6 p.m. Everyone 
had a rousing good time! Join us! We have extra percussion instruments, and all ages are welcome. 
 

Coffeehouse is coming up! It will take place at the fellowship on April 29 at 7 p.m. We will offer coffee and tea, 
as well as pastries. The charge at the door is only $4!  If you are interested in performing, you may get on the 
schedule by talking to Jim Bird, Gail Woosley, or Judy Smith. Come one, come all! Show off your amazing 
talents! Or just come to enjoy and support the fellowship’s music program! 
 
Got a ukulele? Wanna be part of a really cool group? Join the UU Ukes on March 24 at 7 p.m. at the 
fellowship! They meet monthly every fourth Friday. They will even be happy to give pointers to new musicians! 
 
Anyone interested in joining our fellowship’s choir or folk orchestra, please talk to our music director, Sharon 
Delgadillo.  

 
For more info, contact Sharon Delgadillo, Music Director at music.director@uufwc.org 

 

  



 

Membership (and Fun Stuff) News 
Committee: Martin Lubell (chair), Cherrill Wertz (vice-chair), Jay Klemme, Laura Grimm, Laura Moore, 
Karen Skubik (Membership Coordinator), plus our newest committee members: Barb Tytula and Doris 
Bowman!!! 
  

Would you like to become a member of the UUFWC? 

 

If so, what do you need to do? 

• Get involved by attending services (in person or online) 

•  Attend a UU Inquiry Session (which gives the basics on our fellowship and are offered  
about three times a year) 

• Start attending Reverend Walter’s Inquiry Exploration classes (offered to those who have  
attended a UU Inquiry Session or have been a “friend” of the fellowship for a long time.  
They typically take place on the 3rd Monday of the month.) 

•  For older teens – complete the Coming of Age class. 

• For all – agree with our fellowship’s mission and vision statements as well as our  
behavioral covenant (these are explained in the UU Inquiry Session) 

• Talk to Karen, the membership coordinator, or Reverend Walter about joining. 

• Sign the membership book with Reverend Walter. 

We will soon hold a “New Member Sunday” when we will recognize those who have joined 
since our last such Sunday before Covid. 
  

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? 

 
Communication is important in any organization and our fellowship is no exception, so we’d love to hear from 
you and hopefully start an open dialogue. We know it can be hard to pin down some of our folks in leadership 
positions on a Sunday, so we hung up a large envelope from the Membership Committee bulletin board in the 
lobby where you can place your comments, questions and ideas. We suggest that you include your name 
and if there is someone who needs to see your submission, please include that information as well.  
 
We may not have all the answers, but we’ll work to find them if we can. 
 
Thanks for caring about our fellowship! 

 

 

Coffee!! 
Why is everyone always so happy on Sunday mornings chatting with a cup of 
coffee (or other beverage) in their hands? We can only guess at the answer, but 
we do know that we want to keep this up, so we need YOU! Please consider 
putting your name down on the coffee-making signup sheet in the lobby. 
Contact Vicki or Mike for more info. We can show you what needs to be done. 

 



 

VEGAN POTLUCK 
 
Thanks to Karen Armstrong, the monthly vegan potlucks have returned! We held our first vegan potluck in 
the Large Group Room and had a fun crowd of over 20 people with LOTS of delicious vegan food.  
 
Here’s the deal: 

• You don’t need to be a vegan to attend. 
• Takes place the 4 th Tuesday of every month in the Large Group Room at 6:15pm. 
• Bring a dish to pass – enough to feed at least 6 people. 
• List the ingredients of your shared dish. 
• Bring your own table service and beverage (that way no one has to wash the UUFWC’s dishes). 
• Bring a friend if you want. 
• Remember that vegan means not using any ingredient of animal origin. This means no meat, eggs, 

milk products or honey. 
• We hope to avoid processed foods with lots of ingredients, but pasta is ok. Oil is OK too. 
• If you aren’t used to vegan cooking, bring something simple – rice and beans, salad, roasted veggies, 

etc. 
• Any questions, contact Karen Armstrong:  armstrongkaren93@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Helen's Letter 
 
Dear All, 
 
Thank you so much for the lovely send-off, both in church and the card 
that arrived in Vermont shortly after our arrival!   
 
Please know how much the UUFWC community has meant to me for 
nearly 25 years, and how much you’ll be missed.  I will visit the UU 
church in Burlington, but I cannot expect it to replace you. 
 
We were relieved to be able to delay our move a day because of the nor’easter.  With that delay, the move 
went smoothly and we arrived in Vermont 10 days ago.  Our son from New Hampshire helped, our daughter 
and daughter-in-law who live 40 minutes from us have created a whirlwind of unpacking, arranging, and even 
putting up our art!  It means that we are now feeling at home in our cottage, looking out at the woods in back. 
 
Most is now “put away,” if even in a labeled box stacked high on a closet or garage shelf.  We’ve received 
several attic specials from Jen and Deanna, and I was thrilled to be able to cook dinner for them with a half-
day’s notice, when they proposed delivering some of these mid-week! 
 
We are meeting lots of residents and beginning to learn the ropes.  I helped gather sap on Friday, as snow 
here is beginning to melt, and the maples are feeling it. I believe they’ve produced nearly 70 gallons of syrup 
so far.  I now have a fat binder to read and study to be able to get certified to use some of the equipment in 
the wood shop.  Last night we laughed and enjoyed dinner with the woman I met in the woodshop who is 
thrilled to find another woman interested in that.  We’ve walked a couple of times at Shelburne Farms nearby, 
as the roads there are cleared of snow.  It won’t be long before we can walk the trails here and elsewhere and 
begin to explore the trails, birds, and highlights of Vermont. 
 
Again, thank you for the caring community and the conscience you provide in Wayne County and beyond. 
 
With UU love, Helen Ostermiller  



 

Library News 
Submitted by Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

 
The title described below is new to the UUFWC library and can currently be found 
in the library display window. 
 
THE ROUGH SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN: BLACK WOMEN’S MINISTRIES IN 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM Edited by Qiyamah A. Rahman 262.1082 Rahm 
2022 
 
“In The Rough Side of the Mountain: Black Women’s Ministries in Unitarian 
Universalism, editor and scholar Qiyamah A. Rahman collects and explores the 
unique journeys of Black Unitarian Universalist clergywomen, celebrating their 
wisdom, resilience, and contributions within and beyond Unitarian Universalism. Rahman provides crucial 
historical background and context, outlining the history of female Black spiritual leaders going back to ancient 
times, African spirituality, the Black church, the civil rights movement, and Unitarian Universalist history. This 
singular anthology lifts up the stories and wisdom of Black Unitarian Universalist clergywomen past and 
present, whose contributions to this faith are just beginning to be recognized.”  (This quote is from the book’s 
back cover.) 

 

Social Action in Action 
Submitted by Betty Schuler, of the Social Action Committee  

  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST JUSTICE OHIO (UUJO) Recently the UUFWC annual dues of $2.00 per 
member ($338) were paid to UUJO out of the Social Action Committee budget. Our congregation has been a 
member for several years, but do we know what UUJO does?   It serves 38 UU congregations and fellowships 
across Ohio with a mission of offering education, advocacy and action consistent with UU liberal religious 
principles and to witness with and on behalf of marginalized groups and individuals. A recent email from 
Pastor Hank Osmundson, Executive Director and Administrator, characterized the work of social justice as 
intersectional. All of the various systems we find ourselves in are intertwined in myriad ways. The intersections 
of systems that we hope to change or dismantle are such that doing what we can, where we can, when we 
can, means that we are having an effect on all of the other things. Environmental justice, racial justice, 
reproductive rights, poverty, white supremacy and more are all connected. Pastor Hank recently reported on 
things happening around Ohio that are centered on voter rights and reproductive rights. 

PROTECT CHOICE OHIO: UUJO is joining the Protect Choice Ohio Coalition, an advocacy group organized 
by Ohio Physicians for Reproductive Health. The coalition hopes to create a ballot initiative to amend the Ohio 
constitution and protect reproductive rights. Its goals are to ensure that Ohioan have access to safe, legal, 
equitable and comprehensive reproductive medical care including abortion; to ensure the sanctity of the 
doctor-patient relationship; and to enable all people to make reproductive health care decisions free from 
government interference. This growing coalition of more than 1400 doctors, non-physician health care 
professionals, well-respected advocacy groups and concerned individuals is working with the R Strategy 
Group, Catalyst Campaigns, and one of Ohio’s leading election law firms to draft ballot language and develop 
a winning campaign plan. The Ohio Physicians for Reproductive Rights Political Action Committee was 
established to raise the funds needed to give the citizens of Ohio, like those in Kansas, Michigan, Kentucky, 
California and Vermont, the opportunity to vote on a constitutional amendment that will protect reproductive 
freedom and abortion access. 

OHIO VOTER RIGHTS COALITION: UUJO is one of many partner organizations in the Ohio Voter Rights 
Coalition (OVRC), including the League of Women Voters, Faith in Public Life, and the ACLU of Ohio. This 
past November, OVRC coordinated election protection efforts in Ohio by dispatching clergy and other leaders 
as needed to help deescalate tense situations at polling locations. In January Governor DeWine signed HB 



 

458 and much of OVRC’s work will be focused on equipping volunteers to be ambassadors about the new 
provisions. These include: Ambassadors to help spread the word about the Election Protection Hotline (866-
OUR-VOTE) to friends, neighbors and community members through distributing posters, cards or yard 
signs.; Poll Monitors to assist voters outside the polls during early voting and on election day;  Social Media 
Monitors to ensure accurate voting information on social media; Command Center Volunteers (legal 
experience preferred) to monitor the Election Protection Hotline to ensure that election problems are resolved 
by board of election officials; Text Banking Volunteers to help voters get answers to questions about how, 
when and where they can vote; Peacekeepers to help manage and deescalate any situations that may arise at 
polling locations during the November election. Training will be provided for all volunteer opportunities and can 
be found on the home page of the Ohio Voter Rights Coalition website. 

 

 

All Things Green  
  

EARTH DAY 2023 CELEBRATIONS  
DRIVE ELECTRIC EARTH DAYS will be held for the fourth year at Local Roots Market and Cafe on Saturday, 
April 22nd from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. See a variety of electric vehicles in the south parking lot, enjoy lunch 
from the café, browse items from local artists, and shop from local farmers. As of early March, owners of 20 
vehicles who reported 310,000 electric miles driven had registered. 
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST will offer a soup and salad lunch and a showing of the film,  “Current 
Revolution” from Interfaith Power & Light on Sunday, April 23rd  in the fellowship hall after the church service 
at about 11:45 or noon. Lunch will be served and the film shown while folks are finishing the meal. This is 
open to all who would like to attend. 

CLIMATE CHANGE, MENTAL HEALTH AND CLIMATE ANXIETY   
At the March meeting of Citizens Climate Lobby, Dr. Susan Clayton, Professor of Psychology at the College of 
Wooster and member of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) spoke on this topic.  She 
described what climate change looks like, a long list which includes extreme weather events, wildfires, 
drought, heat, rising sea levels, melting glaciers, decreased air quality, food insecurity and economic 
disruption, among other events. Some of the mental health effects resulting from climate changes include 
PSTD, depression, general anxiety, suicide, and substance abuse. One example she gave was the effect of 
rising heat on mental health. Higher temperatures are associated with increases in suicide, increased 
psychiatric hospitalizations, decreased happiness and positive moods and interpersonal aggression and 
conflict.  
The effects of various aspects of climate change have a variety of effects on individual mental health. 
Indirectly they can impact economic security (loss of income), involuntary displacement (forced migration), 
political attitudes (feelings of betrayal by governments). More directly, the changes and unpredictability and 
threats to things valued can produce insomnia, anxiety, negative thoughts.  Dr. Clayton had a positive outlook, 
believing that hope and anxiety can co-exist. Constructive hope is associated with pro-environment behavior 
and the acceptance that no one can do everything but everyone can do something. A lengthy discussion 
followed her presentation. 

SHARE YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS  
The next meeting of the Citizens Climate Lobby will feature the director of the Medina District office of our new 
U.S. Representative Max Miller. You can bring your questions about local environmental concerns which will 
then be passed along to Representative Miller. The meeting is Saturday, April 1st at 11:00 am at the Wooster 
Public Library. 
 
WOOSTER MEMORIAL PARK UPCOMING EVENT 
“Spring Wildflowers”, Sunday, April 30 at 2:00 pm. Meet at the education area. Open to the public. 
Registration is not required. The end of April is the best time to see the greatest variety of spring woodland 
wildflowers. Wooster Memorial Park has an excellent display of spring wildflowers. 

 



 

Lay Pastoral Care  
Submitted by Chris Struzik, Pastoral Care Committee Chairperson  

A Mindful Reminder… 
“Self-compassion is simply giving the same kindness to ourselves that we would 
give to others.” – Christopher Germer 
 
Part of what defines us as at UUFWC, and as a Unitarian Universalist 
community, is our care and compassion for one another. When there are needs 
within the congregation, our Lay Pastoral Care Team, in cooperation with Rev. Walter, provides outreach to 
members who are dealing with life issues such as aging, health issues, death, grief and other challenging life 
situations. This includes personal visits and phone calls. We are here for you to provide a listening heart and 
ear, respecting the worth and dignity of every person and maintaining confidentiality. 
 
Please let us know if you would appreciate us reaching out to you by emailing care@uufwc.org, or by calling 
the church office at (330) 262-9194. Look for our “UUFWC Cares” button at service to speak to a member of 
our ministry. 

 

 

Greeter Notice 
The Spring (March, April, May), schedule is now available in the lobby. We are working on getting the 
schedule on the computer, for those who want or need to sign up that way. We all will be instructed on how to 
access it and use it. There will still be the pencil and paper schedule for those who want to continue 
scheduling the current way. THANKS FOR YOUR WARM, WELCOMING SMILES!! 

 

This Month's Meetings 
See all the events on our website: https://uufwc.org/calendar/ 

Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed below prior to the 
meeting to get the Zoom link. 

 
The Humanist Group will meet on the first and third Sundays in the Large Group Meeting Room at 
11:30am. 

• Apr. 2  Steady State Economics. -- Merry Gentry 
• Apr. 16 A Woman's Choice -- Letty Nault 

If you are not on the Humanist Group email list, but would like to receive meeting reminders and other 
information, please send your email address to sherri.goch@gmail.com. 
 
"Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, guided by reason, inspired by art, and motivated by 
compassion.  Affirming the dignity of each human being, it supports liberty and opportunity consonant with 
social and planetary responsibility.  Humanism derives the goals of life from human need and interest rather 
than from theological or ideological abstractions, and asserts that humanity must take responsibility for its own 
destiny. " --The American Humanist Association 

 
The Sunday evening book discussion group will meet on Sunday,  April 16 at 7:00 to discuss South to 
America:  A Journey Below the Mason-Dixon to Understand the Soul of a Nation by Imani Perry.  For further 
information contact Bert at bishop.eleven@gmail.com.  (If you have too many emails and wish to be removed 
from the list please let Bert know.) 

 



 

Choir Rehearsal Wednesdays at 7-8pm. If you have considered joining your voice with ours, mark your 
calendar. 
Folk rehearsal rehearsals Wednesdays at 8:15-9pm. It doesn’t matter your playing level, come and make a 
joyful noise with us! 
 
For more info, contact Sharon Delgadillo, Music Director music.director@uufwc.org 

 
Spring COFFEE HOUSE returns on April 29th, from 7-9pm! Admission is still cheap at the incredibly low price 
of $Free! (Cookies and cakes will cost a bit, but the donations go to a good cause.) Looking for singers 
dancers entertainers jokesters jugglers. Please contact Jim Bird at JimandInez@gmail.com to reserve your 
spot! 

 
Madrigal will be November 10th and 11th. Contact Barb Moore, Jim Bird, or Sharon Delgadillo to volunteer or 
for more information. 
Madrigal organizational meetings are the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm. 

 
Stand Up for Justice: The UUFWC Racial Justice Team would like to invite the members of the 
fellowship to join us on the 4th Sunday of each month from 12 to 1 PM at the Wooster Square. We 
will stand vigil for racial justice. Make your own sign or use signs that are available at the site. Enjoy the 
presence of your UU friends as we stand in solidarity with BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color). 

 
“Coffee with the Minister” every second Sunday after the service.  Join Reverend Walter in his office on 
April 9th, to simply chat and ask any questions you may have about Unitarian Universalism or the UUFWC. 

 
Women’s Lunch Group, April 11th, NOON (note change of time) 
 
Come join us! We’re going to try again to eat at downtown Buehler’s (Towne Market Cafe). In March, we 
attempted our first restaurant outing since before covid times and we picked the one day they were closed to 
replace their grill!! Eight of us still found our way back to our UU building. We’re going to try to repeat our plan 
to meet at the downtown Buehler’s in April, but please note we moved up the time by 30 minutes. We have no 
agenda except to enjoy each other’s company. Any questions can be directed to Karen.uufwc@gmail.com. 

 
Zen Meditation!  Every Monday night at 7pm.  Gather in the far corner of Strawn Hall.  Contact Steve Berg 
for details. 

 
The Pastoral Care Team will be meeting the 4th Sunday of each month at 11:30am.  If you have Pastoral 
Care needs, please feel free to contact Rev. Walter at his email address (rev@uufwc.org) or any of the other 
Pastoral Care members.  That includes, Gail Woosley, Steve Berg, Sue Gross, Chris Struzik, or Cherrill 
Wertz. To anyone who may want to join our team, please contact Rev. Walter for information. 

 
UU Ukes meet the 4th Friday at 7pm in the Large Group Room.  Next meeting March 24th. 

 
 
The Wooster Bike Party will take place the 2nd Sunday of every month from 3-5pm, starting March. 

 
Dog Park Meetup & Hiking are hibernating until Spring of 2023. 

 
See our website for the most current meeting guidelines regarding Covid precautions. 

 

Wish a Happy Anniversary to:  Juan Gross and Peg Redinbaugh 

 

Wish a Happy Birthday to:  Jim Bird, Jay Klemme, Joanna 

Swartzentruber, John Waldman, Alex Lowry, Mady Noble, Linda Michel 

 



 


