
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2022 
 

 

Upcoming Services 

Our weekly Worship Services are in person on Sunday mornings at 10am or watch the service on  YouTube 

Live.  LINK to our YouTube channel   A recording is made available through the Google Groups email, later 

that day. 

 

Our theme for June is "Celebrating Blessings" 

June 5th - "Liberal Who, Me? No, I’m a UU" [Rev. James McNeal ] 

What does your grammar checker do with “Unitarian Universalist?”  What does Unitarian Universalist mean? 

What do we all believe? What unifies us all? There must be some quality among us that each of us points to. As I 

conclude my Unitarian Universalist History course, it is my final project to determine the answer and bring it to 

you June 5th. Not only will I search for the truth for us today, but what has been the true binding thread among 

Unitarians and Universalists from before we were named Unitarian, Universalist or Unitarian Universalist. The 

Choir will sing. 

 

June 12th - "Family Pride" [Clark] 

Ever wonder why Pride month is in June and not during other months? Rev. Walter talks about the history of 

LGBTQ Pride, the strength of the LGBTQ community and what lessons it teaches us.  Enjoy tunes by the Folk 

Orchestra. 

 

June 19th - "The Gift of the Longest Day" [Delgadillo] 

Summer Solstice is upon us.  We will continue our journey of “intentional living” and discovering the gifts the 

longest daylight of the year can offer to us. The Choir will sing. 

 

June 26th - TBD 

Watch Friday emails for more information. 

Celebrating Birthdays in June: 
Adam Keating * Kristin Keating * Phil Grimm * Laura Grimm * Kevin Cannon 





 

Minister's Meditations 
From Rev. Walter Clark 

 

In the wake of two mass shootings, I have been thinking a lot about the phrase “Thoughts and Prayers. It’s a 

phrase that seems to really annoy many of us who don’t pray very often and it is especially annoying in the 

face of multiple tragedies that seem to have a simple enough of a solution: get rid of guns. 

 

I don’t want to debate the issue of gun reform. We could talk for hours about red flag laws, gun registries, 

assault weapons bans and a total repeal of the second amendment. We could talk about the fact that 

the majority of gun deaths are suicides (54%) and murders (43%), that 79% of all murders in the United States 

involve a hand gun and why it might be a bad idea to have near instant killing machines readily available. We 

could discuss the fact that the firearms murder rate disproportionally effects young black men, making this 

very much a racial justice issue. We can talk about the fact that the automatic assault weapons are not 

responsible for most gun deaths. Instead, handguns account for the majority of gun murders. I want to talk 

about “thoughts and prayers” and to be an advocate for them. 

 

What is so often lost when discussing thoughts and prayers is the intention behind it. More often than not, it is 

used as a deflection device by those in power, to make it seem like a senator or congressperson has more of 

an emotional investment in an issue than they actually do. It is often the first, last and only step some folks 

take when dealing with tragedy. Say a prayer and move on. 

 

That is not the job of prayer, at least not the types of 

prayers that need to be said after two different 18-year-old 

men in two different cities murder a total of 31 people. I 

found a great little quote about this type of prayer on 

Facebook (of all places.) It said, “You shall not use God’s 

name in vain is not about cursing. It’s for blasphemy like 

using prayer to hide why you won’t pass laws to stop kids 

dying.” It a time of crisis, thoughts and prayers can be the 

first step to making change. In her book on prayer Help, 

Thanks, Wow Anne Lamont says, “Sometimes the first 

time we pray, we cry out in the deepest desperation, “God 

help me.” this is a great prayer, as we are then at our 

absolutely most degraded and isolated, which means we 

are nice and juicy with the consequences of our best 

thinking and are thus possibly teachable.” These prayers in the midst of tragedy are a time to reflect on our 

situation and to allow the better parts of ourselves to urge us to better action. By saying, “thoughts and 

prayers” you are saying “I am going to allow myself to feel the full pain of this moment. I will use that pain to 

motivate me to make a change. I will allow this tragedy to change me.” 

 

I encourage all of you to use your thoughts and prayers to make some change. Write a letter to your 

representative demanding they do something with their thoughts and prayers. Write an OP-ED to your local 

paper. You may even want to run for local office! Take time to let this tragedy change you. Then act. 

 



 

Board Notes From Rachel Relle, President 

 

Dear Friends, 

With the warmer weather, there are more opportunities to get together!  I hope to see people coming to the 

Congregation to have fun and get their hands dirty - literally! 

• We love that our music has returned!  So, let's hear 

more!  Join us for our MUUsic Event! 

• Who's ready to celebrate 50 amazing years with us?  Look at 

where we began and where we are now!  We also hope to see 

some old friends stop by as well! 

• Do you have items for the garage sale?  Who doesn't? And if 

not, can you help during the garage sale? 

• Thanks to everyone who pitched in at the Landscaping day! If 

you missed out, don't worry, there will be more! 

• See below for info on RE events for the kiddos and families! 

• Rev. Walter's Installation!  We look forward to celebrating this 

special day with Rev. Walter, his family and friends and our 

Congregants! 

Come join the summer fun with us! 

 

 

'Share the Plate' with Akron Canton Regional Food 

Bank in June 
  

Each month we will choose an agency that will receive half of the donations that are 

not designated for another purpose.  In June, we will share the plate with the 

Akron-Canton Regional Food Bank. 

 

The number of families and individuals who live in hunger in the United States is on 

the rise. Many come from our most vulnerable populations - children and seniors. 

The Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank feeds people and fights hunger by providing 

food and other essential products to food pantries, hot meal sites, shelters and other 

hunger-relief programs.  Learn more at https://www.akroncantonfoodbank.org/ 

How do you share the plate?  

• If you write checks, please communicate your intention on the memo line, eg: 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal, in the optional section, choose 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal Giving Fund, you will have to email Anne to designate your contribution. 

[fellowship@uufwc.org].   



 

 
This is a family friendly outdoor event. Here is the schedule: 

• 5-6pm Circle dancing: To tunes from the Folk Orchestra and drummers. 

• 6-7pm Picnic Dinner: Pack your own family picnic basket and utensils. Drinks and s'mores 

makings provided! 

• 7-8pm Sing-along: Bring your instrument, voice, noise makers, shakers, drums and let's uplift our 

hearts with music. There will be some songbooks available with words and chords. 

• 8-9pm Drum Circle: Join us for some drumming! You can sit and enjoy, bring an instrument to 

participate or just clap your hands and get jiggy with it! 

There will also be games, sidewalk chalk and bubbles to enjoy. Event will be held rain or shine.  

 

Questions? Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org 

 

 

Summer Fun for All Ages 
From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

 

Summer is the best time for multigenerational community. Religious Exploration is sponsoring a few events 

and inviting the whole congregation to join us! 

 

  

July 17th from 2-5pm: Splash Around with UUs! 

It is a water play day at the UUFWC with a slip n' slide, water games, sprinklers, a 

baby pool, shady spots, and so much more! 

 

 

July 30th - Stargazing, PJ Party, and Camp Out at the UUFWC 

A few nights after the new moon the dark sky will be great for viewing the Delta 

Aquarids Meteor Shower. If you are up for it you can stay for an overnight campout 

and outdoor worship in the morning.  Arrive any time after 7pm. 

 



 

 

August 20th - Picnic, Play, and Swim at The Lake at Loyal Oak* 

Everyone is Invited for this Last Splash of Summer! Enjoy a 

sand beach, lifeguards, water inflatables, water basketball 

and slides, playgrounds, mini-golf, Gaga pit, tether ball, 

volleyball, potluck, grilling, shady trees, fellowship, and so 

much fun!  Arrive any time after 11am. The grill will be ready 

for lunch around 12:30 pm. Stay as long as you like (they 

close at 8pm). See more at www.thelakepark.com 

  

Bring a dish to share, your own table service, and 

something to throw on the grill. Water and lemonade will be 

provided. Suggested donation $10 per person, $25 per family. Give what you can, can you sponsor a family? 

 

*Please rsvp your interest to Jenni at dre@uufwc.org as soon as possible for this event, we have to reserve 

the pavilion and we want to be sure we have a minimum number. 

 

 

Con-GRAD-ulations to the Class of 2022! 
From Youth Ministries Coordinator, Jessica 

Eikleberry 

 

On Sunday, May 8th we watched as Zach & 

Hayden (literally) "crossed the Bridge" into Young 

Adulthood! They were joined by family, friends, and our 

UUFWC community to celebrate. Thank you to everyone 

who participated in this special day! 

 

Wooster High School will hold commencement ceremony 

on Sunday, June 5th.  We would like to congratulate all 

of our Fellowship's Graduates - Willow Clark, Zachary 

Keating, Hayden Michel, Theo Ollier - and the rest of 

the Class of '22 on your achievement!   

 

• RE and Youth activities have wrapped up for the year.  Children are always welcome in our worship 

services and we have a wiggle friendly place for them in the sanctuary if they would prefer that. The 

nursery is always available for caregivers to use and the service audio can be heard in there. 

• RE activities for Children & Youth during worship will return in mid-August. 

• Contact Jenni at DRE@UUFWC.org or Jess at YMC@UUFWC.org with questions. 

  



 

Membership (and Fun Stuff) News 
From Martin Lubell (chair), Laura Grimm, Jay Klemme, Cherrill Wertz, Leah Humphrey, Bill Carter and 

Laura Moore as well as Karen Skubik (Membership Coordinator) 

  

NEW FOLKS (and it’s up to you to decide if you feel new) 

• Thanks to those who came to our first “Coffee with the Minister” on May 8th.  This informal 

gathering in the minister’s office will take place every second Sunday of the month after the service 

unless there is a more structured UU Inquiry Session scheduled (see below).  

• UU Inquiry – UU congregations typically hold classes to help new folks learn a little more about UU-

ism, the congregation they are attending, and how to get involved.  The UUFWC will return to 

providing these overview sessions 2-3 times/year for those who wish to learn more details than a 

Sunday service provides.  Please join us on Sunday, June 12th shortly after the service for this 

approximately 45-minute, informative session.  If interested, contact the membership 

coordinator:  Karen.uufwc@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Events 

Membership and other committees are all anxious to provide fun events for both our congregation and the 

greater community, but with Covid still hanging around, we need to do so carefully, following our own 

guidelines. Here are some events that are in the works: 

• June 19 – 50th Anniversary Celebration (headed up by Mary Wicks and Susan Heady) 

• July 4 – Cookout and Fireworks (headed up by Cherrill Wertz) 

• October – Open House for the Greater Community 

• November – Bowling 

• February – Wine, Cheese and Conversation 

Women’s Lunch Group, June 14, 12:30pm 

Our women’s group had a delightful BYO lunch in May on our 

UUFWC north patio.  We will continue to meet there on the 

second Tuesday of each month unless the weather is 

inclement.  When needed, we will meet in the Large Group Room. 

All UUFWC women are welcome with or without your lunch.  We 

have no agenda except to chat, share, laugh and enjoy each 

other’s company. Any questions can be directed 

to Karen.uufwc@gmail.com. 

  

Coffee!!!! 

We now have the supplies, the volunteers, the team leaders, and a 

working dishwasher, so delightful conversation briefly aligned with 

the beverage “hour” until masking started up again.  Regardless, 

please give special thanks to Vickie and Mike – our non-coffee 

drinking team leaders!!  Coffee WILL be back. 



 

UUFWC's Garage Sale Coming in July 
Our annual fundraiser is set for Friday July 29th and Saturday July 30th, located at the fellowship in 

Strawn Hall. The garage sale is open to the community and proceeds benefit the general operating 

fund. 

 

Without the help of UU members and friends this sale would not be possible. Here are a few ways to 

help contribute to a successful 2022 sale: 

• DONATE: Donations of household goods, electronics in working order, books, toys, furniture, 

jewelry, home decor, craft supplies, sporting goods, antiques and unique items are appreciated. 

We do not sell clothes at the garage sale. Donations will be accepted beginning Sunday July 

10th through Monday July 25th. 

• VOLUNTEER: Volunteer opportunities are available on Sunday July 24th following the service 

to set up tables in Strawn Hall. Monday July 25th thru Thursday July 28th 5:30-8pm to organize 

and price donated items. During the sale to assist shoppers, cashiers needed to collect 

payment, and persons to help load items for patrons. After the sale on Saturday July 30th at 

1pm, clean up crew. All left over items from the sale are placed in bins provided by Goodwill. 

Books are donated to AAUW sale. 

• SPREAD THE WORD: Let friends, family, and co-workers know about the sale. Garage sale 

flyers will be available beginning June 26th, please share at work and at community locations. 

Dust off your yard signs! If you have a yard sign in storage 

please put it up Sunday July 24th. If you have a yard sign but 

don’t plan to use it please return it to the UU so we can find 

another home for it. If you don’t have a sign and would like 

one let us know! 

 

Contact Erin Palmer with questions, volunteer opportunities, 

and yard sign info at (330)465-7043 

or ebbosley@hotmail.com 

 

 

 



 

Library News 

Submitted by Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

New to our UUFWC library: 

  

DEFUND FEAR: SAFETY WITHOUT POLICING, PRISONS, AND 

PUNISHMENT By Zack Norris 

363.10973 Norr 2020 

  

“As the effects of aggressive policing and mass incarceration harm historically 

marginalized communities and tear families apart, how do we define safety?  In 

a time when the most powerful institutions in the United States are embracing 

the repressive and racist systems that keep many communities struggling and 

in fear, we need to reimagine what safety means. 

  

Community leader and lawyer Zack Norris lays out a radical way to shift the conversation about public safety 

away from fear and punishment and toward growth and support systems for our families and communities.  In 

order to truly be safe, we are going to have to dismantle our mentality of Us vs. Them.  By bridging the divides 

and building relationships with one another, we can dedicate ourselves to strategic, smart investments – 

meaning resources directed toward our stability and well-being, like healthcare and housing, education and 

living-wage jobs.  This is where real safety begins. 

  

Defund Fear is a blueprint of how to hold people accountable while still holding them in community.  The result 

reinstates full humanity and agency for everyone who has been dehumanized and traumatized, so they can 

participate fully in life, in society, and in the fabric of our democracy.” Quote from the website of inSpirit:  UUA 

Book and Gift Shop 

  

This book was chosen as the 2021-2022 UUA Common Read.  According to our inSpirit bookstore, 

“The Common Read invites participants to read and discuss the same book in a given period of 

time.  A Common Read can build community in our congregations and our movement by giving 

diverse people a shared experience, shared language, and a basis for deep meaningful 

conversations.”  Discussion materials are now available from the bookstore. 

 

Social Action 

Submitted by Betty Schuler, of the Social Action Committee  

IT’S BACK ……… the MAGAZINE RACK is hung and filled with magazines and newsletters from a wide 

variety of social justice organizations. No longer in the rear of Strawn Hall, you’ll find it in our new library just 

inside the door above the typewriter. 

Recently, issues of the following publications were in the rack: Audubon, National Wildlife, Nature’s 

Voice (Natural Resources Defense Council) Public Citizen, Millie (the Sustainability Issue), Friends of Wooster 



 

Memorial Park Newsletter, Nature (The Nature Conservancy), Quaker Action(American Friends 

Service Committee), Solutions (Environmental Defense Fund), SPLC Report (Southern Poverty Law Center.) 

Take any items that interest you – no need to return them. Contribute any social justice publications you may 

wish to pass on. Check out the magazine rack and while you’re in the library, check out the wide variety of 

books and publications available for you to borrow. 

IT’S COMING ……… JUNETEENTH, our newest national 

holiday, signed into law by President Biden in 2021 as 

Juneteenth National Independence Day, will be celebrated on 

June 19th (since that day is a Sunday, the legal holiday will be 

on Monday, June 20th.) The holiday, long celebrated by African 

Americans in the U.S., recognizes June 19, 1865, when many 

enslaved people in Texas learned they had been freed. 

Although President Abraham Lincoln had signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation two years earlier, it could not be enforced in many places until after the end of the 

Civil War in April, 1865. Two months after Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered, Union Major 

General Gordon Granger and his troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, with the news that the war had ended 

and that the enslaved were now free. 

 

The Wooster/Orrville Chapter of the NAACP has big plans for the first celebration of this new national holiday. 

On Sunday, June 19th, there will be a gathering on Wooster Public Square. On Monday, June 20th, a cookout 

will be held at Christmas Run Park. Further details about both events will be shared on the googlegroup as 

soon as it becomes available.   

 

 

Landscape 

Submitted by Ruth Sewell for the Outdoor Facilities (Landscape) Committee 

The committee would like to thank the 

two dozen people who brought a 

delicious potluck, and then wreaked 

miracles on the landscape around the 

building. You will be amazed at the 

improvement! 

 

We will be adding more beds, begin the 

children’s play area, and cleaning up the 

driveway entry over the summer. We 

plan to meet at noon, after the service on 

the second Sunday of each month. Grab 

a lunch, your tools and gloves, and your 

wheelbarrow and join the (actual) fun! 

 



 

Monarch Joint Venture 

Submitted by Betty Schuler for "All Things Green" 
Then Monarch Joint Venture (MJV) is a partnership of federal and state 

agencies, non-governmental organizations, businesses and academic 

programs working together to protect the monarch butterfly migration 

across the United States. Its mission is to protect monarchs and their 

migration by collaboration with partners to deliver habitat conservation, 

education, and science across the United States. The MJV website 

is www.monarchjointventure.org. 

Monarch butterflies cannot survive without milkweed; their caterpillars 

only eat milkweed plants (Asclepias spp.), and monarch butterflies need milkweed to lay their eggs. With 

shifting land management practices, much milkweed has been lost from the landscape. Please plant milkweed 

to support monarch populations, and their incredible migration. Planting milkweed is a great way to help other 

pollinators too, as they provide valuable nectar resources to a diverse suite of bees and butterflies. 

Adult monarchs will drink the nectar of many flowers in addition to milkweed; in fact they need sources of 

nectar to nourish them throughout the entire growing season. Include a variety of native flowering species with 

different bloom times to provide monarchs with the food they need to reproduce in the spring and summer and 

to migrate in the fall. Offering a wide array of native nectar plants will attract monarchs and many other 

butterflies and pollinators to your garden all season long. 

 

 

Wooster Bike Crew 

Submitted by Martin Lubell  

One of the teenagers in the Wooster Bike Crew, Eric Snider, led 

the Wooster Bike Party through new areas of Wooster, which 

included the steep slope of Portage Road. The Wooster Bike 

Party is always on the 2nd Friday of every month, meeting at the 

UU at 6:30pm, and leaving at 7:00pm. 

 

The crew is still looking for extra help setting up and managing 

our tools in the Wooster Bike Workshop. 

The Wooster Bike Compost has been working with the Fred.Michel.Lab at OARDC 

(now CFAES: College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.) About 6 of 

our 14 families who are in our Wooster Bike Compost Network are supplying their 

compost for a CFAES experiment that is going to see how bio-degradable different 

"said-biodegradable" wrappings or containers are? (like the tea bag containers that 

seem like they are plastic!?) The end of the school year was hectic, so we resorted 

to using the CFAES pickup trucks instead of the bikes. Thanks to Magda, especially! 

 



 

This Month's Meetings 
Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader 

listed below prior to the meeting to get the Zoom link. 
 

The Humanist Group is taking our normal summer break from Sunday meetings, but mark your calendars for 
July 23rd at 6pm.  We will be getting together for good food and great fellowship at our picnic at the 
Gochnauer's farm. Stay tuned for more info via the Humanist email group. 
 
The evening book discussion group will not meet in June.  For further information contact Bert Bishop 
at bishop.eleven@gmail.com 
 
Choir Rehearsal Wednesdays 7-8pm.  Folk Orchestra Rehearsal 8:15-9pm.  For details contact Sharon 
Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 
 
Stand Up for Justice: The UUFWC Racial Justice Team would like to invite the members of the 
fellowship to join us on the 4th Sunday of each month from 12 to 1 PM at the Wooster Square. We 
will stand vigil for racial justice. Make your own sign or use signs that are available at the site. Enjoy the 
presence of your UU friends as we stand in solidarity with BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color). 
 
The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7pm. All men are invited to this group to explore what's 
working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and drop-
ins are always welcome. Contact David Paul.  
 
The Women’s Group meets for lunch at the UUFWC the second Tuesday of each month 
at 12:30pm.  Meet on the North Patio. (In case of inclement weather, we will move to the Large Group Room.) 
All UUFWC women are welcome with or without your lunch. We have no agenda except to chat, share, laugh 
and enjoy each other’s company. Any questions can be directed to Karen.uufwc@gmail.com. 
 
“Coffee with the Minister” every second Sunday after the service. Join Reverend Walter in his office to 
simply chat and ask any questions you may have about Unitarian Universalism or the UUFWC. 
 
Zen Meditation Returns!  Every Monday night at 7pm.  Gather in the far corner of Strawn Hall.  Contact 
Steve Berg for details. 
 
The Pastoral Care Team will be meeting the 4th Sunday of each month at 11:30am.  If you have Pastoral 
Care needs, please feel free to contact Rev. Walter at his email address (rev@uufwc.org) or any of the other 
Pastoral Care members.  That includes, Gail Woosley, Steve Berg, Sue Gross, Chris Struzik, or Cherrill 
Wertz.  To anyone who may want to join our team, please contact Rev. Walter for information. 
 
The Grief Group will be meeting again on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 4-5pm at the 
UU Fellowship.  If you have questions, please contact Gail Woosley at 330-956-1504 via text or phone. 
 
Sitting Chair Yoga Mondays from 10-10:45am in the Large Group Room.  Participants with limited mobility 
engage in poses and stretches that are gentle on the body but that help gain strength, flexibility, and 
balance.  Classes will be taught by Debora Galaz, a 200-hour certified yoga teacher with a specialized license 
for Sitting Chair Yoga.  Suggested donation $5. 
 
Join the Wooster Bike Party on the 2nd Friday of every month.  Meet at 5pm at the UUFWC for a different 
ride each time. We will adapt the bike ride to who is riding with us, it does not have to be difficult. Some of 
the Wooster Bike Crew accompany the guest riders in case there are mechanical or tire issues along the 
route. All welcome! 
 

See our website for the most current meeting guidelines regarding Covid precautions. 

 
 



 
 



 


