UUFWC NEWSLETTER: November 2020
Upcoming Sunday Services
Join us for Sunday service, online, at 10am
Our Monthly theme for November is "Healing"
November 1st "Heroes in the Seaweed, Children in the Morning" [Rev. Jennie preaching]
In the Book of Samuel, the Israelites said to the prophet, "Give us a King!" They thought that would solve all
their problems. This worship service will look at questions of personal responsibility, and leadership, and how
a people's leaders are chosen. It will be inspired by stories from Hebrew scripture and the music of Leonard
Cohen. [Janice Baxstrom, Worship Associate] *Be sure to turn your clocks back the night of 10/31!*
November 8th “When Hope and History Rhyme” [Rev. Jennie preaching]
Whoever wins or loses our national elections, the United States will still be in need of reconciliation. Healing
will be needed for our nation as a whole, and our states, cities, and towns, and in our families. This worship
service will lift up hopeful stories of communities that achieved healing, and will be inspired by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of South Africa, and Seamus Heaney’s poem, “The Cure at Troy.” [Inez Bird,
Worship Associate]
November 15th "All Souls in Quarantine" [Ruthie Sewell]
On All Souls Day, Sunday, November 15, we will have our annual service in which we honor the people we
love who are no longer with us. This year will be very different. Our losses in the past year have been many
and varied. Finding the right adjustments to help rather than hinder healing is challenging. We can inspire
each other. Let’s light a candle at home, on Zoom this year. As you light yours, tell us your losses. Tell us
what you do to find comfort. If you don’t light candles, I’ll light them for you. This service is meant to be a
comfort to us. We miss each other. We invite you to submit names of people we have lost to be added to our
slides. Please e-mail names to Anne at fellowship@UUFWC.org.
November 22nd "Tending to Our Sprouts" [Rev. Sunshine J. Wolfe, UUA Congregational Life Staff;
Rev. Jennie Barrington, Interim Minister; Jenni Papp, Director of Religious Education; Jessica
Eikleberry, Youth Ministry Coordinator]
This is the time of year that gardeners begin to dream of the year to come. At UUFWC how will we tend
to our youngest members together? This service for UUs of all ages will follow up on Saturday’s
Religious Exploration Startup conversations. Our worship service with Rev. Wolfe will ask us all to
consider the meaning and purpose in our religious exploration program. Through story, song, and
conversation, we will wonder what it looks like to grow together. What do all of us – of all ages in this
community bring to our ministry together in religious exploration?

November 29th "It’s a UU thing..." [Ivie Sorkin, CLM]
Let’s see who and what we are.

Minister's Mediation
“This morning, the birds were singing before the sun came up. And in thinking about that, it amazed
me that they would readily sing into the darkness without demanding that the light show itself
first.” [Craig D. Lounsbrough]
Dear Members and Friends,
I am hearing from you that this is a time when you are trying to manage your expectations. There are so many
concerns in our nation that could take a turn from bad to worse, ranging from political, economic, and
environmental, to our very lives and wellbeing. To manage expectations means to try to prevent
disappointment in advance of what might realistically be achieved or delivered by a project, undertaking, or
course of action. I hear you and understand that you feel that way, especially since we Unitarian Universalists
tend to be realists, with a focus on this world, here and now, rather than on an afterlife. We are not ones to go
in for magical thinking. And yet I write to caution us not to fall prey to limiting our imaginations and the dreams
in our hearts such that we stop hoping for a better day for our Fellowship, our cities, towns, counties, and
state, and for our beleaguered nation. That’s why I love the quote, above. Before the new day has dawned,
the birds sing into the darkness, with trust and faith that the light will break through. Whoever wins or lose the
elections, our wider community will be in need of our liberal values, and our good-neighborliness. I am
imagining that, on the other side of our nation’s current concerns, our Fellowship will be here and ready to
respond, even more strong, caring, and engaged than it has been in the past.
Yesterday the Search Committee asked me to go to the Fellowship and take pictures of the signs and banners
in and outside of our building. I enjoyed doing so, and ended up feeling so proud of you and UUFWC. There
were so many photos that I had to send them in three batches. Those photos tell a story, a beautiful story of
progressive influence, flourishing, and joy. They include: the original certificate of membership in the UUA
dated January 26, 1973; the plaque I love so much with the names of the charter members, dated April 23,
1972; our building’s LEED Gold certification in 2006; UUFWC’s award as a UUA Breakthrough Congregation
in 2008; our Peace Pole; our signs by the road that say we believe that Black Lives Matter and that Kindness
is Everything; there are signs welcoming all religions, colors, and genders; there are banners for our sustainer
pledgers, our UU principles and sources, our Welcoming Congregation status, our support of equal exchange
coffee, our pagan groups, and the Gandhi Peace Poem; in our library and conference room, there is Sue
Gross’s beautiful “Unity Quilt,” and our tributes to Sophia Lyon Fahs; there are symbols of rainbows and world
religions; and there are our bulletin boards of our social action in neighborhoods near and far. These photos
show the inclusiveness, grit, and determination with which you are continuing to convey our Fellowship’s
liberal values to the world, even in this liminal time. I have faith and confidence that, through any dark times
ahead, UUFWC will emerge shining even more brightly than before.
I hope you will take heart, as I have, in this poem:

'Sometimes,' by Sheenagh Pugh
Sometimes things don’t go, after all,
from bad to worse. Some years, muscadel
faces down frost; green thrives; the crops don’t fail.
Sometimes a man aims high, and all goes well.
A people sometimes will step back from war,
elect an honest man, decide they care
enough, that they can’t leave some stranger poor.
Some men become what they were born for.
Sometimes our best intentions do not go
amiss; sometimes we do as we meant to.
The sun will sometimes melt a field of sorrow
that seemed hard frozen; may it happen for you.

A Leap of Faith From Dave Francis, President of the Board
The Board of Directors have announced a congregational meeting for Nov. 22. The purpose of this meeting is
to act on a recommendation by our Expansion Committee (EC) to move ahead with both phases of our
building. The Finance Committee supports the EC recommendation and has recommended that the UUFWC
seek a line of credit to complete construction. The Board of Directors supported these committee
recommendations. The democratic process woven into our bylaws requires permission from the congregation
to seek a line of credit and loan.
As a review, during our May congregational meeting we
proposed to move forward with Phase 1, expansion of the
RE wing. This expansion is viewed as essential for growth
of our programs, which in turn drives congregational
growth. We are now asked to consider expansion of the
sanctuary (Phase 2) at the same time. This expansion will
provide more social distancing as we transition back to inperson services over what is expected to be a many month
to year-long process. There is cautious optimism on the
part of committees that we can make this work. The
recommendations to move forward with the entire
expansion project require us to take a “leap of faith”.
Completing construction while we cannot be in the building makes logistical sense. Completing both phases
will save $38,000 in remobilization costs. Construction costs are going up and are expected to continue to go
up, and time therefore is an important consideration. There is a strong argument to do both phases now.

At the same time, initiating both phases now will require a line of credit which will become a loan at the
completion of construction. The financing is proposed to be interest only until 2025 when the congregation will
need to service both principal and interest on the loan. We estimate the cost of this approach will be in the
$1,700-1,800 per month range starting in 2025. As a congregation we will need to raise more money to cover
these additional operating costs or we will need to reduce expenses. It is this line of credit and subsequent
loan that the congregation is asked to vote on.
In the time leading up to the Nov. 22 meeting and vote, you can expect more information from the Expansion
Committee, Finance Committee and Board. In the meantime, we remain available to address your questions.
Yours,
David Francis - 330 465 5098

Ministerial Search Team
While the team is working to tell our story to prospective ministers, here’s what’s next for you:
Beyond Categorical Thinking Workshop
This UUA facilitated workshop will help us think outside our boxes as we prepare for a new minister. Join us
via Zoom for both sessions plus the Sunday service:
•
•

Part 1: Friday, Dec 4 from 7:30-9:00 pm
Part 2: Saturday, Dec 5 from 9:00-10:30 am

Please register at: www.uufwc.org/bct.
Questions? Contact Mary Wicks | 330.317.4681
| wicksfam@sssnet.com
Voting for our new minister . . . We will vote on the new minister at the annual meeting in May, BUT only
members will be able to vote as stated in our by-laws. To learn more about membership, contact Karen Skubik
(karen.uufwc@gmail.com).
Your thoughts and ideas from the survey, cottage meetings, and focus groups are helping us
better understand what we need in our new minister! Questions? Check out our website (‘search’
tab at www.uufwc.org) or contact a member of the team.

Ministerial Search Committee: Danni Schantz (chair), Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth Sewell, Dan
Stavnezer, John Waldman, Mary Wicks

Capital Campaign: Expanding UUFWC facilities
Peg Redinbaugh, Capital Campaign Committee, chair.
As we announced during services over the past couple of weeks, the capital
campaign is including the possibility that you can make your Legacy Challenge
pledge or gift a memorial to a loved one, a past member of our fellowship,
some other great UU, or some other person important to you. We will
recognize these memorials with a ‘Legacy Challenge Memorials’ plaque in the
fellowship.
I was considering my memorial gift to the Legacy challenge, and started
thinking about Margaret Leben. She and her husband Kurt were founding
members of our Fellowship – both of them were retired by the time I arrived in Wooster. Margaret was so
supportive of our youth; she lent a willing helping hand for anything they needed. She loved that the kids were
so into the Harry Potter – this was the time when the series was coming out – that she bought the series for
our Fellowship’s library. I’ll leave it there, but if you ever catch me in a coffee room, ask me for a story about
Margaret, Kurt or their son Clay. I welcome you to also make a memorial gift to the Legacy Challenge. For
those who have already donated to the challenge, you can make your gift or pledge a memorial by sending
me an email or giving me a call.
How are we doing with the Challenge? The good news is that we’ve raised $73,950 so far – that means we’ve
raised $147,900 for the expansion project! The not so good news is that we still have $26,050 we need to
raise in order to collect all of the $100,000 match available in the challenge.
We originally planned to collect pledges/gifts for the Legacy Challenge through November 1. However, I’ve
been incredibly tied up with non-church stuff for the past several weeks, and it doesn’t look like that will
change before Nov. 1. To give the capital campaign a chance to catch up, we’re extending the active phase
for collecting pledges/gifts through the end of November.
So, please consider your contributions and make a commitment by November 30, 2020. We are asking you're
your contributions be completed by December 31, 2021. Here’s a link to the Legacy Challenge page on the
UUFWC website: http://uufwc.org/2020/09/13/legacy-challenge-2/. If you prefer a ‘hard’ or email copy of the
pledge form, just give me a call or send me an email (330-464-3551; pegred73@gmail.com).
Thanks to each of you for support for the expansion project and capital campaign!

Building Expansion News
From Jo Harper, Building Expansion Committee, Chair

Hello members!
There is a congregational vote on November 22, 2020 to determine the full scope the expansion will take this
fall. Watch your mailboxes for more details on the vote. We are always open to any questions you may have send them to expansion@uufwc.org or talk to a member of the committee.

Lifespan Religious Exploration
From Johanna Harper, Committee Chair

Make sure you check out the bingo card and complete squares for the
opportunity to win a prize!
CLICK HERE for a printable copy of the bingo card and list of
resources.
Return completed cards (that means all of the squares are done)
either to the blue bin at the UUFWC or via email to Jo Harper (email below).
We’re interested in hearing what you learn and what this leads you to do! Send thoughts to Jo Harper via
email: johannahharper@gmail.com . If there’s anything you’d like to see on the next bingo card, send your
suggestions!

Religious Exploration
From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp

Hello, Dear UU Friends,
I just realized that I am finishing my fifth month of service in
this congregation. Five months! Time is so strange right now
that it seems hard to believe that much time has gone by
and at the same time June seems much further away than
that. I am still looking forward to the days when I will be able
to roam the church and hear the voices of your great kids
and really get to know them better! I am impressed
constantly with the dedication and care that you all have for
each other and for your fellowship, even when daunted by
the trials of this past year you have kept moving your
ambitious plans forward despite it ALL!
So, now that we have been together for a few months and gotten to know each other better, we can begin our
next step in sharing our expectations, making plans, and setting goals for our shared RE ministry so that the
RE staff and congregation are off and running together – in the same direction – and in the right direction.
This is my invitation to you to help write the next chapter of UUFWC religious education by participating in a
Religious Exploration Start-Up Workshop on November 21st with me, Jess Eikleberry, our youth ministry
coordinator, and Rev. Jennie. UUA Regional Field Staff, Rev. Sunshine J. Wolfe, will facilitate our
conversations. The purpose of the workshop is to celebrate this important transition in the life of the
congregation and to affirm the commitment of the congregation to quality religious education.
These workshops will offer opportunities for:
•
•
•
•

Looking Backwards - Where have we been? What have we been through?
Looking Inward - How do we operate? What is the purpose of our RE ministry? What are we here
for?
Looking Forward - Where are we going? What can we accomplish?
Covenanting - How shall we be together? What can we promise each other?

These Saturday workshops are ideal for anyone interested in the Children and Youth’s Religious Exploration
Ministry, but most especially members of the Board and RE Committee, RE leaders, parents and caregivers,
and the Youth Community. Join the active conversation!
In Peace,
Jenni Papp, DRE

Religious Exploration Start-Up
Saturday, November 21
Zoom link for both workshops: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86195968315
[Meeting ID: 861 9596 8315]
11 am - 1 pm: This workshop is open to everyone who would like to take an active role in the vision for
our religious exploration ministry for families with children and youth. Especially, this is the time for
caregivers and parents and youth community members.
2:30 - 4:30 pm: This workshop is an invitation to the members of the Board of Trustees, the RE
Committee, Sunday RE leaders, OWL leaders, Youth Community leaders, and staff members.

Youth “explore” world religions in “Crossing Paths”
Our Youth have been “exploring” world religions, and what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist, in Crossing
Paths.
We began our journey close to home by examining Unitarian Universalism. We were lucky to have very
special guests DRE Jenni and Gene & Helen Myers join our class to one morning to talk about how they came
to be Unitarian Universalists. Gene & Helen also shared insights as charter members of the UUFWC in
1972. It was amazing to hear first-hand about the humble beginnings of our Fellowship as we are in the
process of expanding our already beautiful building. Gene and Helen recalled the early meetings in the
pavilion at Freelander Park and the days at the old building on Saybolt when members had to bring their own
chairs to service!
Our next section focused on Judaism. The Youth visited (in person and online) the Parker-Inwood home, a
Jewish family in Wooster. The Youth got to see their Sukkah (a temporary outdoor structure used to celebrate
the Fall harvest festival of Sukkot), learn more about the Jewish holidays and traditions, and what it was like to
grow up in the Jewish faith.
Throughout November & December, Youth will learn about the history and different versions of Christianity.

Youth Community is open to all UUFWC Youth grades 7-12. For more info, about upcoming events, sign up
for the weekly Youth email or contact Jessica at ymc@uufwc.org.

Music News
We need special music for our Sunday virtual meetings! It is so
heartwarming to see one another making music! If you are willing to gift us
with your talent, please contact Sharon Delgadillo and many thanks to those
of you that have shared your gifts!
***
Folk Orchestra Rehearsals are on hold. We will re-convene when Wayne
County's COVID rating is no longer RED.
***
Choir and Circle Sing are postponed until we are ready to reopen for
the Fellowship for groups.
***
Join the UU Music Zoom meetings on Wednesday at 7pm if you are
missing everyone’s face on our rehearsal nights!
Questions? Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org.

Membership Committee News
Thank you to everyone that turned out for our fun virtual Wine, Cheese
and Conversation event on October 10. We tried to avoid politics and
covid talk, but it was hard! We did, however, discuss some "light and
fluffy" topics as well as some deeper issues that required more thought
in our breakout rooms.
We are thinking about having a theme for our future virtual events and
are open to your suggestions for topics: health, the environment,
nuclear physics??? Please share your thoughts
with Karen.uufwc@gmail.com.
Next Wine and Cheese event date TBD - probably January.
Questions? Contact Karen.uufwc @ gmail.com.

Leadership Styles:
Be the kind of leader you would like to follow
From the Leadership Development Team, Debbie Barnes, Chair
When we hear the word leader, it does not always mean the person "in charge" of other people. As Unitarian
Universalists we believe that there are many styles of leadership that reflect and lift up our values and
principles. Different situations also call for different leadership styles.
The following leadership styles are some of the ways we as UU's can put our values into practice. You may
feel more confident in one or two of these leadership styles, which is ok. No one excels in all styles of
leadership, but you may want to or need to practice each.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EMPATHIC LEADER (1st UU Principle): The inherent worth and dignity of every person.
JUSTICE SEEKING LEADER (2nd UU Principle): Justice, equity and compassion in human
relations.
ADAPTIVE LEADER (3rd UU Principle): Acceptance of one another and encourages spiritual growth
in our congregations.
CURIOUS LEADER (4th UU Principle): A free and responsible search for truth and meaning.
LISTENING LEADER (5th UU Principle): The right of conscience and the use of the democratic
process within our congregations and in society at large.
VISIONARY LEADER (6th UU Principle): The goal of the world community with peace, liberty, and
justice for all.
CONNECTING LEADER (7th UU Principle): Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.

"You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear
in the face. You must do the thing you think you cannot do." Eleanor Roosevelt

Social Action In Action
Submitted by Betty Schuler
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING Our Fellowship will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army’s only Wayne
County homeless shelter. Because of COVID-19 concerns we will only be doing this for one day this year,
Monday November 30. If you would like to join someone already signed up or have other questions contact
Bert Bishop. Leave a message for him at 330-264-5316.
LOCAL AGENCIES NEED HELP Since March the Social Action committee has not been able to conduct the
monthly Open Plate collections and the monthly People to People collections. At the same time, the agencies
these collections benefited have been facing very difficult times due to the pandemic. The following is a
continuation of the summary of the current activities and needs of some of these agencies which appeared in

the October newsletter. If you are able to help any of them with volunteer time or a donation, it will be of great
benefit to the people they serve and to the community in which we live.
•

Wooster Hope Center received a $75,000 matching grant

•

from an anonymous local donor. For every dollar donated
during October, November and December, the benefactor will
match it. If the grant is fully funded, it would be enough to
cover operating expenses for all of 2021. Due to COVID-19,
about 15,000 families have received nearly 1.2 million pounds
of food in the past six months. To help with the matching
grant, make checks payable to Wooster Hope Center and
send to Wooster Hope Center, P.O. Box 1204, Wooster,
44691. The Hope Center is also in need of more volunteers to
speed up distribution. Call 330-682-2242, option 6 or
email rfrazier@woosterhopcenter.org.
Trinity UCC Breakfast Program attendance has increased to as many as 100 people. As breakfast is
on a carry out basis, the need for prepared food such as breakfast bars, fruit and bottled water is huge.

BLACK LIVES MATTER and related organizations are now named the Wayne County Racial Justice
Coalition. In addition to continuing daily demonstrations on Public Square, the Coalition is continuing its
efforts to reach out to the Wooster mayor and city council requesting policy changes; attending city council
meetings and writing letters to the editor. Among other activities, donations of black-themed books to the
Wayne County Public Library are requested. For a list of requested books
see tinyurl.com/antiracistbookdonation.

SHRINKING ICE IMPERILS PENGUINS
"All Things GREEN" submitted by Betty Schuler

Like polar bears in the Arctic, Antarctica’s emperor penguins depend on stable sea-ice platforms for survival.
And like polar bears, the southernmost continent’s largest penguins are imperiled by ice losses that, according
to NASA, have tripled each year since 2012. Newly hatched penguin chicks must stay on the ice long enough
to replace their downy feathers with new plumage that allow them to survive in frigid water. If the sea ice
breaks up too early, the chicks won’t have acquired this waterproof plumage and they will drown. Based on a
decade of computer modeling, scientists at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution found that mounting ice
losses may lead to dramatic drops in penguin numbers. If global climate keeps warming at the current rate,
they expect emperor penguins in Antarctica to experience an 86 percent decline by the year 2100. And if
greenhouse gas emissions remain at present levels, as many as 43 of the emperor penguins’ 54 colonies in
Antarctica will become “quasi-extinct” – the point at which the number of adults may be insufficient to assure
the species’ future.
~ From National Wildlife Aug-Sept 2020.

Library News

From Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian

Described below is a title new to our Fellowship library:

HELD: SHOWING UP FOR EACH OTHER’S MENTAL HEALTH
Barbara F. Meyers

By

261.8322 Meye 2020
“In Held, community minister and mental health advocate Barbara F.
Meyers illustrates how members of liberal religious congregations can be supportive to those living with mental
health problems. Meyers addresses the fundamental elements of spiritual support – truth, hope, presence,
acceptance, encouragement, authenticity, public witness, pastoral care, and safe places – with stories from
real life situations and suggestions for how parishioners can provide and advocate for support in their
congregations.”
---Above description provided by the publisher (back of title page)
Accompanying communication guidelines, study guide, and resource list make this title particularly accessible.

November's Birthdays & Anniversaries
Sue Gross
Dae Evans
Karen Skubik
Sharon Delgadillo
David Francis
Sarah Miles
Sue Kandel
Cindie Slater
Joanne Schroeder

Helen Meyers
Carol Morrison
Miriam Gochnauer
Devin Bostdorff-O'Rourke
Doris Cannon

And Happy Anniversary to:
Kate Freed & Lee Simpson

This Month's Meetings
Please contact the meeting leader listed below prior to the meeting
to get the Zoom link.

During the 2020-21 year the Humanist Group will be focusing on the topic of American Exceptionalism
and inequality, looking at such topics as race, gender, wealth disparity, economics, voting, education,

healthcare, the legal system, and climate change. We hope you will join us during our discussions, and
PLEASE if a particular topic interests you, volunteer to research and present to our group. We value and need
your input! Contact Janice at jtbaxstrom@yahoo.com or Jon Sprunger at jonathansprunger@gmail.com. Our
calendar is full this fall, but we'd welcome presenters starting in January.
The Humanist Group will be meeting on Nov. 1 and 15 via Zoom at 11:00.
•
•
•
•

11/1 Quinine: a story of botany, indigenous knowledge, politics, colonization and biopiracy presented
by David Francis
11/15 Discussion of election results: moderated by Skip Nault
11/29 No meeting: Thanksgiving weekend
The Zoom meeting link will be sent out to the Humanist email group on the Wednesday and Saturday
before each meeting. (If you are not on the email list but would like to be included, please send your
email address to sherri.goch@gmail.com.)

The Sunday Evening Book Discussion group's November meeting will be held on Sunday, December 6
at 7:00 via Zoom. We will be discussing The Giver by Lois Lowrey. Contact Bert Bishop
at bishop.eleven@gmail.com with any questions.
Folk Orchestra Rehearsals are on hold. We will re-convene when Wayne County's COVID rating is no
longer RED.
Choir and Circle Sing are postponed until we are ready to reopen for the Fellowship for groups.
Join the UU Music Zoom meetings on Wednesday at 7pm if you are missing everyone’s face on our
rehearsal nights!
The Racial Justice Team will next meet on January 20, 2021 at 6 PM on Zoom. We will make further plans
for next year. Books we will be reading and discussing after the beginning of the year are:

•

The body is not an apology: the power of radical self-love by Sonya Renee Taylor
Caste: the origins of our discontent by Isabel Wilkerson

•

Plan to discuss them with us! Connect to the RJ Team by contacting Ruthie at resewell@aol.com.

•

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7:00pm. All men are invited to this group to explore
what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and
drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul.
The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the second Tuesday at 11:30am for socializing. Contact Karen
Skubik at karen.uufwc@gmail.com.
All in-person meetings will stop in the event that Wayne County’s status moves to “red” on the Ohio
Public Health Advisory System.

