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August 2020 
Service Schedule 

 
For the foreseeable future, we will host one worship service, online, at 10:00 a.m. Each 

week a link to the service will be emailed on Friday,and will be available on the website. If 
you miss the 10:00 a.m. live service, a link to the recorded service will be emailed on 

Sunday afternoon for viewing at any time. 
 
August 2nd : “What we can Learn from the Mann Gulch Fire” [Rev. Jennie] 

• Seventy-one years ago this week, a fire fighter named Wag Dodge had a moment of 
insight. It saved his life, and has sparked countless other insights since that time. This 
service is inspired by Noman Maclean’s book, “Young Men and Fire.” This morning, 
during announcement, the Search Committee will also introduce themselves to you! 

 
August 9th : “Peaceful Protest” [Rev. Jennie] 
• This service will be inspired by the life and work of the late great Civil Rights icon, 

Rep. John Lewis, who died on July 17, 2020. 
 
August 16th : “To Plant Kindness in People’s Hearts” [Rev. Jennie] 
• In happy anticipation of our upcoming Blessing of the Animals service (which we will 

hold, virtually, on Sunday, September 6th) this service will lift up the inspiring life and 
work of Henry Bergh. He was the Unitarian who founded the A.S.P.C.A. 

 
August 23rd : “The process of Creating” [Ivie Sorkin, CLM] 
• New journeys, new paths, new beginnings, and new relationships. Taking those first 

steps. 
 
August 30th : “Water Communion Sunday” [All Ages Service, co-led by Rev. Jennie 
and our new DRE, Jenni Papp] 
• Please watch your emails, and the “Friday Announcements,” for details about how we 

will do our Water Communion ceremony virtually. And please begin to think about how 
you will share brief words about some water that is special to you. 
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“Mitigate,” verb: to make less severe, less serious, or less painful 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

A few years ago at a meeting of a pastoral care team, a wise and insightful older woman said something 

I’ve never forgotten. We were talking about how we can be supportive of people whose circumstances or 

abilities have become more limited, such as having to use a walker. Sandy said, “One thing many people 

do is mitigate.” I had been familiar with the term “mitigate” in the legal sense. But I didn’t understand what 

she meant in the context of pastoral care. So I asked her to please say more to us about what she meant. 

She said that when someone’s circumstances have become more constrained, that person may try to 

convince themselves that they never really cared about the things they used to be able to do. She gave us 

a couple examples. Because of a new medication, the person may not be able to drink orange juice 

anymore. So they tell themselves and others that they never liked orange juice very much anyway. Or they 

are no longer able to have a pet in their house. And they try to tell themselves and others that the work and 

the pet hair were too much of a bother. 

 

I’m writing to suggest that you not “mitigate” the severity, seriousness, and painfulness of the global heath 

crisis we are in. The lost opportunities, the restrictions and constraints, and the grief that accompanies 

them, are real. And they are disappointing, frustrating, stressful, and maddening. What the woman on the 

pastoral care team described is a coping mechanism. And it is an understandable one. But there are other 

coping mechanisms that can serve to refresh our spirits and broaden our view toward that brighter time on 

the other side of this pandemic. The most helpful coping mechanism for me has been to call or text a 

friend, family member, or colleague, or stop to chat with my neighbors. Believe me, when I have felt the 

need to do this, I have listened to myself and reached out to make those connections. Even the brief 

conversations or texts have been helpful. So I hope that you will not hesitate to keep reaching out, to each 

other, to me and our other staff, and to your loved-ones. We need one another to get through the passing 

of time until we know more about the virus and its effects, and until there is a vaccine. 

 

The other night I was standing in a clearing in the woods. I looked across from me, and delighted to see the 

fireflies. Then I looked above me, and marveled to see the stars. My prayer for us at this time is that we not 

lose heart. I pray that we will be able to hold on to our sense of wonder and delight. Let us help one 

another keep the faith that a new and better time will show itself, in time, even though, at present, it is 

obscured from our view.  With faith, Your Interim Minister, Rev. Jennie 
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Dear members and friends, 
 
It is with deep sadness that I write to let you know about the passing of one of our 

dear members. Margo Mitchell died on Saturday night, July 18th, after her brave 

battle with cancer. More information about Margo's beautiful life is on the webpage 

of Auble Funeral Homes: aublefuneralhome.com 

  

Cards of condolences and support can be sent to: 

   Jeff Mitchell 

   732 East Paradise St. 

   Orrville  44667 

  

Please join me in sending love and sympathy to Margo's husband, Jeff, and all their family and loved ones. 

 

 

 

On crusades and just getting along. 

Many of you will have learned from the daily record that we are involved in a holy war.  That headline fits 

the dubious tradition of yellow journalism (definition from Wikipedia: “yellow journalism and the yellow press 

are American terms for journalism and associated newspapers that present little or no legitimate well-

researched news while instead using eye-catching headlines for increased sales”). Although many of us 

decry the current tendency to label the press as “fake news”, it is disappointing to find inflammatory 

headlines and poor fact checking in the local paper. The article does not mention the first question the 

journalist asked our representative "are you a fellowship or a church?".  It is straightforward to read intent 

and bias into that question. Once bias is on the table, it becomes easy to ignore standards of accuracy and 

fail to fact check assertations. For friends and members of the UUFWC, I want to set the record straight 

based on the best information I have available. 

  

Prior to the Zoning commission meeting we became aware of complaints from the open comment 

period.  The complaints ranged from lack of mowing, drug deals in the parking lot, the fence being in poor 
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condition, poor maintenance of the Burbank rental house, and an assertion that our property was 

responsible for drainage issues on Cannon drive.  In the last four years not a single complaint of these 

transgressions has reached the board.  In reaching out to members and staff, there may have been some 

informal complaints directed at the landscape crew, though my statement here is speculative as I have no 

knowledge of direct complaints to a member or staff.  When issues are brought to our attention, we 

act.  We did check with the local police and city engineer, and no complaints about drug deals and 

drainage have been registered with them. Our engineer has reviewed the topological maps from before 

construction, and the Cannon lots should drain South and West.  Our ground lay-out is designed to prevent 

water from moving from our property to the South.  Based on the professional information we have 

available, drainage problems, whether real or imagined, are not caused by the UUFWC. These are points 

of fact that the daily record could have and should have checked. 

  

Prior to the zoning meeting we contacted our mowing crew and addressed the areas of concern.  Since the 

zoning meeting we have begun to collect quotes for fencing replacement and repair. We also contacted the 

management company that oversees the rental property on Burbank and they are working to fix the eye 

sore issues there.  These issues include removal of an unregistered vehicle and getting lawn and weed 

maintenance under control.  

  

I am not sure if these steps will help repair relationships with our neighbors. During the Zoning Commission 

review members of our congregation were called liars and words were attributed to our staff that were 

simply not accurate. I am trying to keep Michelle Obama’s advice in mind, "when they go low, we go high". 

An article by Tanya Basu in the MIT Technology Review has some advice that we should consider.  In her 

piece “How to talk to conspiracy theorists—and still be kind”, she compiled guidance from “ChangeMyView” 

moderators. I want to paraphrase some of that advice as it is relevant to our situation. As we respond, as a 

congregation and individuals, it is important to “always, always speak respectfully”.  The anger coming from 

neighbors is characteristic of a defense mechanism stemming from human priming to be suspicious of 

things we do not understand. To at least one neighbor, and maybe the daily record reporter, we are the 

dangerous “other”. Suspicion can be magnified by the “kernel of truth” phenomenon where truth gets 

layered with speculation.  It is true that our rental property looks neglected and our lawn is not a putting 

green. It is not true that our parking lot is used for drug deals.  The “ChangeMyView” moderators 

recommend that these situations be approached with humility and in private.  The “go private” advice is 

driven by “a genuine compassion and interest in conversation rather than a desire for public shaming”. 

And, at the end of the day we need to realize that some people will not want to change, no matter the 

facts.   

  

I want to close by thanking the expansion team as they have done the heavy lifting to address this crusade. 

They understand the message of Frost’s “Mending Wall” which starts “Something there is that doesn't love 

a wall, That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it, And spills the upper boulders in the sun; And makes 

gaps even two can pass abreast” and ends "good fences make good neighbors". 
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Ministerial Search 
 

From the Ministerial Search Committee: Danni Schantz (chair), Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth 

Sewell, Dan Stavnezer, John Waldman, & Mary Wicks 

 

We are at work putting together the 

UUFWC congregational record that 

will tell prospective candidates about 

us and what we are looking for in a 

new, settled minister. We will be 

asking you to share your thoughts 

with us and to attend a training that 

will help us all make the best 

decision. Check out the postcard 

below – coming soon to your mailbox 

– for a few details. 

 

For additional information, check out 

the ‘search’ tab at www.uufwc.org. If 

you have questions or ideas, please contact a member of the committee. 

 

 
“Where words fail, music speaks.” Hans Christian Andersen 

 
 If you are missing everyone’s face and our rehearsal nights, join us at our Zoom meetings on 

Wednesday at 7:00pm. 
 

 We need special music for our Sunday virtual meetings!  It is so heartwarming to see one another making 
music!  If you are willing to gift us with your talent, please contact Sharon Delgadillo. 

 
 Choir, Folk Orchestra and Circle Sing will be postponed until we are ready to reopen for the 

Fellowship for groups. 
  

Questions?  Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 
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Building Expansion News 

From the Building Expansion Committee, courtesy of Jo Harper 

 

Hello everyone! 

 

We’re so excited that we received approval from the City of Wooster Planning Commission to proceed with 

our design. At this point, one of the neighbors has filed an appeal about the process of a remote meeting 

that did not allow the neighborhood to verbally represent themselves. That appeal meeting is on August 6th, 

and shouldn’t need any members of the congregation because it is about the City’s process. 

 

We’ve opened dialogue with the neighbors on Cannon Drive, and had some good progress. We anticipate 

more, and that will be accomplished as we live our Principles. If you get any specific comments or 

questions from neighbors, please direct them to us – we’re trying to make sure that we’re unified in our 

responses. If you have any questions on this, please feel free to chat with any of us. 

 

We are still in the construction documentation phase. When that is complete, we’ll work with the 

Construction Manager to reach a guaranteed maximum price, and set the project out to bid, find a 

construction firm, and then begin the steps of permitting. 

 

 

 

We’ve added in a fence between the UUFWC parking lot and the Cannon Drive neighbors to our 

construction plans, and are getting bids for that. Please keep any questions or suggestions coming 

to expansion@uufwc.org, we appreciate every single one! 
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Religious Education 

 

Greetings From Your New Director of 

Religious Education: Jenni Papp  

So much to say and so few paragraphs to say it in! I am so very excited to be 

your new Director of Religious Education and glad to be coming into a vibrant, 

healthy program for the families and children at UUFWC. I am privileged to follow 

a long legacy of great educators.  Entering into this community, as we do the 

change work of interim time in a topsy-turvy world, has a feel for me of creativity 

that we can really lean into for the faith development of our children, youth, and their families. 

 

As of this writing, I am finishing my third week and have had the opportunity to meet with the Lifespan RE 

Committee, the staff, and several children via Zoom. I'll have to say, the time with the kids was my favorite. 

Sorry staff! It will take a little more time in our new, all virtual, church world, but I look forward to having 

occasions to connect with, listen to, and offer opportunities for the families with children and youth in our 

community. 

I also want to greet the large team of RE facilitators that do so much of the real relationship building and 

connections all year long.  I look forward to joining with all of you as we build our virtual programs for this 

coming year.  I hear from a reliable source that you are "the best!" 

 

My schedule is still evolving as I determine what will work best for interaction with all of you. I have planned 

some time to have Zoom office hours that I invite you to stop in and introduce yourself, tell me about your 

family, ask questions if you have any, and share your hopes and challenges for your family. The link for 

that schedule is here [https://calendly.com/uufwc-jenni-papp/office-hours] and at the bottom with my 

contact info. I will also be reaching out to small groups of RE facilitators, parents, and caregivers.  Watch 

for my email please. 

 

Please watch for the weekly RE update that will arrive in your inbox.  As we develop opportunities for this 

month they will be posted there. If you are not receiving that weekly update from me, and would like to, you 

may click here to update your UUFWC News subscription preferences. http://eepurl.com/j72ED 

 

I will close with a request that you engage with me as we do our 

best to get to know each other and work together. Faith 

development happens in the life of the family with the support of our 

faith community. It is what we do together. 

 

When we combine two influences, we build an everyday faith! 
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Summer RE Schedule 

Join us for Summer RE each Wednesday at 10am!  Open to 

ages Preschool through 6th grade.  New friends are always 

welcome to join! Class runs approximately 45 minutes.   

This summer we are creating a UUFWC Time Capsule! We will 

also continue to do Show and Tell and play games. Parents may help their children join our 

Zoom meeting using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88268541943 

Questions?  Contact Jenni Papp at dre@uufwc.org 

 

 

Making Plans for Fall 
 

Hello Youth, Youth Families, & Volunteers,  

I hope you are all doing well and making the most of your summer!  

 

We are busy making plans for the upcoming year. This year we are offering a program called “Crossing 

Paths” online on Sundays.  (This is an updated version of “Building Bridges”.) We will start by learning 

more about Unitarian Universalism and use that as a jumping off point to explore and “visit” other 

congregations. Throughout the year we will learn about Judaism, Catholicism, Buddhism, Islam, and more. 

 

If you would like to learn more about Crossing Paths, and other plans for the coming year in Youth 

Community, please join Jessica and DRE Jenni for a Zoom meeting Wednesday, August 5th at 

7pm.  Meeting ID 790 262 1172 

 

We hope to see you then! ~ Jess & Jenni 

 

 

Youth Community Virtual Hangout 

The Youth Community Summer hangouts will continue through August!  Join on ZOOM last Sunday of 

each month @ 4pm.  Meeting ID 790 262 1172. 

  

Youth Community is open to all youth in grades 7-12. If you would like to learn more, contact 

Jessica Eikleberry, Youth Ministries Coordinator, at ymc@uufwc.org. 
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Membership Committee Thoughts 

From Karen Skubik, Membership Coordinator 

  

With post-Sunday service breakout rooms returning as we move into 

August, many of us look forward to once again spending time together 

after the service in our on-line coffee hour, commenting on the 

inspirational points made in the sermon, the wonderful musical talents of our members, and getting caught 

up on each other‘s lives. 

  

Living in the two dimensional world of zoom meetings, it can be easy for some to click the “Leave Meeting” 

button and go back to the protective walls of our individual homes, but the other 3D people in our breakout 

rooms still have much to share even if we can’t shake their hand or give them a hug. 

  

Yes, a dimension might be missing, but we encourage you to join in after the services to continue to 

strengthen the bonds we already have with each other and maybe make some new friends in the process 

as zoom places us into random room assignments. 

  

We also occasionally have people that are brand new to the congregation, joining us for the first time in our 

little Hollywood Squares-type boxes.  Please reach out to these folks in the same way you welcome new 

attendees in person with a warm heart and a personal touch – even if it is virtual! 

 

 

 

 
Degrees of Separation: 
 
6 million square kilometers- The area of protected 

forests, parks and conservation areas that we humans 

have put under intense pressure, according to a paper 

in Science. That pressure – from intensive farming 

practices, light pollution, roads, railway and other 

intrusions – can hamper biodiversity in these 

areas. Discover December, 2018 

 

Submitted by Betty Schuler  
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Social Action In Action  Submitted by Betty Schuler 

WE DO MANY THINGS – PART 2 

(This article is the continuation of last month's column of the Social Action Committee’s activities for fiscal 

year 2019-2020.) 

Our newest project, which is still ongoing, is the Spring/Summer Headstart project to provide activities 

and supplies for Wooster Headstart children who are at home due to Covid-19. So far crayons, puzzles, 

coloring books, Play Doh, bubbles, markers, books, glue and assorted games and toys have been 

donated. 

We’ve helped improve the environment in our community through Adopt-a-Highway. Twice during the 

summer of 2019 about 7 UUs cleaned up a 2 mile stretch of State Route 3 north of Wooster. This project is 

temporarily closed due to Corvid-19. 

Opportunities have been made available for collaboration with other community groups: 

• Several UUs represent the UUFWC on the Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee which develops 

programs to address local poverty, prisoner re-entry, housing and environmental issues. Behind 

Bars and Beyond, one of these programs, is an SA committee project which provides advocacy 

and support services for individuals currently incarcerated or returning to the community.  

• The UUFWC joined with other area churches to raise funds to purchase a van for the Immigrant 

Workers Project to transport area immigrants to court hearings and other necessary destinations. 

We’ve also reached beyond our community by collecting aluminum cans to raise money to support 

grassroots community organizations in Nicaragua through Peaceworks. 

•  The Racial Justice Team works with local NAACP and others to engage in public advocacy. This 

year it has also hosted monthly conversations using the book, Racial Healing Handbook which are 

still ongoing via Zoom. 

• In November we donated $1 per member ($193) to the Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee (UUSC) to advance human and social justice throughout the world. 

• In January we donated $2 per member ($386) to UU Justice Ohio Network (UUJO) which unites 

Ohio UU congregations and other Ohio social justice organizations in promoting social economic 

environmental and racial justice. 

At the close of each fiscal year donations are made to area agencies. This year $300 was given to 

the Immigrant Workers Project and the balance donated back to the UUFWC budget to help with the loss 

of plate collections due to Covid-19. In addition, our Youth Community donated $500 to the SA Committee 

for distribution to causes of its choice. From these funds $250 was donated to the Wooster/Orrville 

NAACP chapter and $250 to the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank. Thank you Youth Community! 
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Library News 

From Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

 

Described below is a book new to the fellowship’s library.  The 

descriptive quote is from the book’s front flap: 

  

CONFLAGRATION:  HOW THE TRANSCENDENTALISTS SPARKED THE AMERICAN STRUGGLE 

FOR RACIAL, GENDER, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE    By John A. Buehrens    141.3 Bueh 2020 

 

“In the tumultuous decades before and immediately after the Civil War, the Transcendentalists changed 

nineteenth-century America, leading what Theodore Parker called “a Second American Revolution.”  They 

instigated lasting change in American society, not only through their literary achievements but also through 

their activism:  Transcendentalists fought for the abolition of slavery, democratically governed churches, 

equal rights for women, and against the dehumanizing effects of brutal economic competition and growing 

social inequality. 

  

Conflagration illuminates the connections between key members of the Transcendentalist circle – including 

James Freeman Clarke, Elizabeth Peabody, Caroline Healey Dall, Elizabeth Stanton, Thomas 

Wentworth Higginson, Theodore Parker, and Margaret Fuller – who created a community dedicated to 

radical social activism.  As a group biography that broadens the familiar cast of characters associated with 

this movement, it conclusively demonstrates that Boston, not Concord, was their base, and it shows us 

how these authors and activists laid the groundwork for democratic and progressive religion in America.” 

 

 

August's Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Tabi Barbu 

Kelly Chandler 

Nate Chandler 

Chelsea Churpek 

Shelley Dixon 

Scott Gross 

Georgia Jaeb 

Joanne Kufchak 

Nora Levy 

 

 

Gail & Bill Carter 

Kristin & Adam Keating 

Anne Wilson & Jay Klemme 
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This Month's Meetings 
All face-to-face Monthly Meetings at UUFWC have been cancelled. Some meetings are still 

being held on Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed below prior to the meeting to get 

the Zoom link. 

The Sunday evening book group will meet on Sunday, August 16 at 7:00 via Zoom.  During the July 

19 meeting we intend to choose a book for discussion at the August 16 meeting.  For more information or 

to get that book’s name and author contact Bert Bishop at bishop.eleven@gmail.com. 

 

The Choir and Folk Orchestra have a weekly Check-in Wednesdays at 7:00pm. For more info, contact 

Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

Conversations on Race will continue every 4th Sunday at 1 PM indefinitely by way of Zoom.  

• The next meeting, August 24, will called “Reclaim your Whole Racial Self”, led by Cindie Slater. In 

addition to each of us having our racial identities, we have other identities based such things as 

gender, disability, religion, and social class. We will explore our various overlapping identities and try to 

gain understanding of their impacts on our lives. We are using the book The Racial Healing Handbook 

by Anneliese Singh in our discussions. Do not be concerned about reading the chapters ahead of time. 

Anyone is welcome to join our discussions on any Sunday. Conversations last one hour. Email Ruth 

Sewell at RESewell@aol.com if you would like to be reminded of the meeting. You will then receive the 

Zoom information and password. 

Mini Landscape Workdays Planned - We will be holding mini workdays when the board allows the 

fellowship to open for groups of 10 or less.  We will practice social distancing. Please watch the weekly 

Friday update, and Google groups for developing day, time, and sign up information. 

We hope that people can go to the fellowship to work on their adopted beds on their own. It is hard to work 

at this time of year because of the heat. We usually have been able to have most work done before the 

heat sets in, but this year, yes, it’s different. 

Want your very own bed?  Contact Ruth Sewell at resewell@aol.com. 

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7:00 p.m. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers 

and drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul.  

The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. for socializing. Contact 

Karen Skubik at karen.uufwc@gmail.com.  

The following groups are not meeting until we reopen the building: Caregivers Support Group, Choir 

Rehearsal, Circle Sing, Drumming Circle, Earth Centered Group, Folk Orchestra Rehearsal, Grief Support 

Group, Sitting Chair Yoga, Sound Meditation, UUke Group, and Zen Meditation. 
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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County  

is a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 

How to Find Us:  We are located at 3186 Burbank Road, in Wooster, 330-262-9194.   

For the foreseeable future, we will host one worship service, online, at 10:00 a.m. Each week a link to the service will be 

emailed on Friday, and will be available on the website. If you miss the 10:00 a.m. live service, a link to the recorded 

service will be emailed on Sunday afternoon for viewing at any time. 

 

Board of Directors: David Francis, President;  Rachel Relle, Vice President;  Bonnie Groop, Secretary; James Griffith, Jr., 

Lesley Mayfield, Janice Baxtrom, and Merry Gentry. 

 

Our staff is working from home whenever possible. Contact via email to set up a phone call or Zoom meeting. The 

“virtual” office hours listed below are times when the staff is likely to be available by email for a quick response. If you 

email outside these hours, staff will get back to you during their next work session. 

 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Jennie Barrington:  interim@uufwc.org 

• Rev. Jennie will be taking vacation time in July. If an urgent concern comes up, please let Gail Woosley, one of 

our Commissioned Lay Ministers, know. Her phone number is: 330-956-1504. Thank you for understanding. Rev. 

Jennie will be back to work on August 1st.  

Office Administrator:  Anne Wilson:  fellowship@uufwc.org 

• Virtual Office Hours - Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Director of Religious Education:  Jenni Troy Papp:  dre@uufwc.org 

Youth Ministries Coordinator:  Jessica Eikleberry:  ymc@uufwc.org 

Membership Coordinator:  Karen Skubik:  karen.uufwc@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Jessica Eikleberry: newsletter@uufwc.org If you have news that you would like to have included in 

the Monthly Newsletter, send it to newsletter@uufwc.org by the 17th of each month.  

 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County 

3186 Burbank Road 

Wooster, Ohio 44691 

 

www.uufwc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration 

dedicated to social and environmental justice.  
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