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Welcome and Announcements     Stacy Klemme 

Prelude “God is a River,” by Peter Mayer  

Opening Words by Terry Tempest Williams   [Rev. Jennie] 

“I pray to the birds. I pray to the birds because I believe they will carry the 

messages of my heart upward. I pray to them because I believe in their existence, 

the way their songs begin and end each day—the invocations and benedictions of 

Earth. I pray to the birds because they remind me of what I love rather than what 

I fear. And at the end of my prayers, [the birds] teach me how to listen.” 

Chalice Lighting by the Rev. Lisa Doege     Stacy 

"Why a flaming chalice?” the question comes. 
It’s the cup of life, we answer. 
A cup of blessings overflowing. 
A cup of water to quench our spirits’ thirst. 
A cup of wine for celebration and dedication. 
The flame of truth. 
The fire of purification. 
Oil for anointing, healing. 
Out of chaos, fear, and horror, 
thus was the symbol crafted, a generation ago. 
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So may it be for us, 
in these days of uncertainty, sorrow, and rage. 
And a light to warm our souls and guide us home. 

Hymn #123 Spirit of Life 

Time for All Ages       [Chelsea Churpek]  

Sharing of Joys and Concerns   [Rev. Jennie]  

Unison Blessing Sanctuary - Scruggs and Thompson  

Spoken Blessing and Moment of Silence   [Rev. Jennie]  

 This morning we are thinking with loving kindness of all those in our 
congregation, or known and loved by our congregation, who are in a time of 
transition, loss, uncertainty, or fear. May their fears be assuaged, their minds be 
put at ease, and their hearts be comforted. We are mindful of all the Joys, 
Concerns, Milestones, and Remembrances which remain silent in our hearts. Let 
us join our hearts together in a moment of silence in contemplation on the joys 
and concerns of the day. [Pause for a few minutes of silence.] Blessed be. 

Offering         Stacy Klemme 

Special Music: Emily Lay, Guest Musician 

First Reading “The Desiderata,” by Max Ehrmann  Rev. Jennie 

“Go placidly amid the noise and haste, 

and remember what peace there may be in silence. 

As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even [those who are 

called] dull and ignorant; they too have their story… 
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Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. 

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high 

ideals; 

and everywhere life is full of heroism. 

Be yourself. Especially, do not feign affection. 

Neither be cynical about love;  

for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial as the grass… 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  

But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue 

and loneliness.  

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. 

You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; 

you have a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you,  

no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive [God] to be, 

and whatever your labors and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life  

keep peace with your soul. 

With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world…” 

Second Reading “Invitation,” by Mary Oliver 

Oh, do you have time 
to linger 
for just a little while 
out of your busy 
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and very important day 
for the goldfinches 
that have gathered 
in a field of thistles 

for a musical battle, 
to see who can sing 
the highest note, 
or the lowest, 

or the most expressive of mirth, 
or the most tender? 
Their strong, blunt beaks 
drink the air 

as they strive 
melodiously 
not for your sake 
and not for mine 

and not for the sake of winning 
but for sheer delight and gratitude– 
believe us, they say, 
it is a serious thing 

just to be alive 
on this fresh morning 
in the broken world. 
I beg of you, 

do not walk by 
without pausing 
to attend to this 
rather ridiculous performance. 

It could mean something. 
It could mean everything. 
It could be what Rilke meant, when he wrote: 
You must change your life.” 

Sermon “Some UU Views of God”     Rev. Jennie 

 On the last Sunday of this month, April 26th, our Coming of Age Class will 
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present the entire worship service for us, live streamed, at 10:00 a.m. They are 
working on writing and creating it now. In fact, they have been working on writing 
and creating it for many months. I can hardly wait to tune in and see and hear all 
that they have to say to us. A Unitarian Universalist Coming of Age class spends 
most of a church year learning about our denomination’s history, and about our 
Fellowship, and about other religions and spiritual traditions and practices. And 
they learn about helping others, giving back to their congregation and wider 
community. They learn that life is not all about them, but that we each must do 
our part to leave the world better than the way we found it. I met with them in 
early November. We talked about theology and ethics. And I told them about how 
some of my mentors and teachers have influenced me, in what they said but, 
more importantly, in the example of the way they lived their lives. Before I met 
with that Coming of Age class, I talked with a couple colleagues who had helped 
and ministered to a Coming of Age class. Both of those colleagues said that, with 
the youth, they used the same materials, and raised the same complex and 
challenging questions, as they did with adults. With our youth here in our 
Fellowship, that was certainly the case. They are wrestling with the same difficult 
theological and ethical questions that adults are wrestling with. Our Coming of 
Age class has been working with this special book. It’s by Bart Frost, who was the 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries for the UUA. It’s called, “To This I 
Give my Heart – A Coming of Age Journal.” For the worship service they will do on 
April 26th, the youth will present their “Credo Statements,” or philosophy of life. It 
may be like a written essay. Or it may be presented in a different artistic form. A 
credo statement is a person’s answer to the question: what is my answer to: “To 
This I Give my Heart”? Any of you who have been to a worship service presented 
by a Coming of Age class in the past know how stirring, soulful, and inspiring 
young people’s answers to that question can be. So please don’t miss it! 

Summing up what Unitarian Universalists believe has never been easy. Often 
Unitarian Universalism is viewed as a spiritualized version of the political left. And 
it is true that, throughout history, Unitarians and Universalists have been on the 
frontlines of the struggles for human rights and other liberal causes. But we are 
more than that. Unitarian Universalism is a real religion that has clear beliefs on 
all aspects of theology, including views of God, Jesus, the Prophets, sin, and what 
salvation means. One way I can summarize those views for you is through the 
words of my colleague, the Rev. Tess Baumberger. And another way is through 
the belief-o-matic quiz, on the wildly popular and helpful website 
called beliefnet.com. First the lovely words of Rev. Baumberger: 
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 “Ours is a theology of trust in the fundamental goodness and beauty of creation 
as expressed so richly by Transcendentalists like Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

Ours is a theology that regards our bodies as good and worthy, our world as 
generate and whole, and the problems of this planet as rooted in humanity’s 
errors, not in some personification of evil. 

Ours is a theology of hope in the possibilities of humanity and our potential for 
good, as preached by the Religious Humanists and the Universalists. 

Ours is a theology that contains many beliefs about the Divine, holding no one 
belief as normative. However, it is important to note that the range of Unitarian 
Universalist beliefs about the Sacred is not unlimited. From early days, we have 
rejected images of the Divine as punitive and authoritarian. Such images of the 
Sacred are inconsistent with our belief in the basic goodness of humanity. 

If we do believe in something we might call God, it is a loving, compassionate 
power that calls us to work with it to shape a just world where every human being 
can grow the divine spark within into a fire that can transform our world. 

Ours is a theology that upholds freedom of belief about the existence and the 
nature of the Divine. It also upholds freedom of practice. We are free to relate to 
the Divine if and however we choose, so long as it does not infringe on the rights 
or the dignity of other human beings. Ours is a theology that treats Jesus as one 
among many enlightened prophets, spiritually vibrant souls who reveal to us what 
it is to be most perfectly human, what it is to live an ethical existence. 

Ours is above all else a relational theology–  a theology that stresses the radical 
inter-relatedness of creation, and our selves as beings in that creation. We work 
to affirm and to promote that interdependent web of existence that may hold for 
us the place the Divine holds in other religions. 
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Ours is a theology whose ethics are based on this relationality, that that sees sin 
or error as the breaking of a covenant of right-relation, and salvation as the 
maintaining of those good promises aimed at creating a better world. 

We do have a theology, and it is a good, rich, rooted theology.” [I thank the Rev. 
Baumberger for her helpful words.] 

  We can tell Rev. Baumberger put a great deal of thought into questions of 
what UUs believe about things like God, Jesus, prophets, sin, and salvation. You 
may not have thought about those things yourselves, in any detail. But it can be 
helpful to anyone to think through such questions in advance of times of feeling 
troubled, or in crisis, or even times of awe, gladness, and good fortune we 
somehow feel we don’t deserve. I am here to help people think through where 
they stand on “Life’s Big Questions.” And our whole congregation is here to give 
you helpful ways to discern what you believe, and what you hold as reverent.  

One of the most helpful ways is for us to experience Sunday worship, in a spirit of 
openness to the hymns, special music, readings, and joys, concerns, and 
milestones. For this morning’s service, I chose opening words by the 
environmentalist Terry Tempest Williams. The morning reading is by contemporary 
poet Mary Oliver, who is a Unitarian Universalist. And our closing words will be by 
the late Rev. Forrest Church, who was the minister of All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Church in New York City, and has written several beautiful books 
about living a religious life, and experiencing a good death. I encourage you to 
read more of Terry Tempest Williams, Mary Oliver, and Forrest Church. 

  Charmingly, another way anyone can discern their personal theology is 
through the website called, beliefnet, and its brief but profound “belief-o-matic” 
quiz. Beliefnet was launched in 1999 “to fill a gap in the religious and inspirational 
content available online… It takes visitors to the website on an exploration of 
different faiths, including Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
others; facilitating interfaith dialogue across the site.” “It is the most 
comprehensive online resource for inspiration and spirituality, and is presented 
without a defined editorial point of view.” For many years now, people have found 
Unitarian Universalist congregations from taking the beliefnet quiz. The quiz asks 
you for your answers to exactly the sort of questions Rev. Baumberger answered. 
And often beliefnet also wants you to answer if that question is of low, medium, 
or high importance to you. Then beliefnet tells you which religions match your 
beliefs, including with a percentage of agreement. In preparation for this sermon, 
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I took the beliefnet quiz. I’m pleased, and somewhat relieved, that beliefnet found 
that my beliefs align with Unitarian Universalism 100%! 

  Beliefnet also found a high correlation between my beliefs and Liberal 
Quakerism, Secular Humanism, Taoism, Liberal Protestantism, Theravada 
Buddhism, Sikhism, and Judaism. So there’s a lot of fodder for future sermons! 
And if you look on the beliefnet website, at their description of Unitarian 
Universalist beliefs, it is quite a good summary, and mirrors much of what Rev. 
Baumberger discerned. I encourage you to take the Beliefnet quiz yourselves. 
Here is a sample of the questions and my thoughts on them. 

The first one is: What is the number and nature of the deity or deities? Do 
you think there is only one God? Do you believe in the Holy Trinity? And how 
important is this question to you? The answer I most agreed with is that that 
which is divine is both impersonal and personal, is an eternal and formless 
Ultimate Reality. This question is of high importance to me. As an ordained 
minister, I think about God a great deal, and I pray frequently. 

   

To step back from the Beliefnet quiz for just a moment, I’d like to tell you 
one thing I mean when I say “God” or “that which is divine.” I believe there are 
forces in the universe that could either be called supernatural or could be called 
forces of nature that we simply do not understand yet. This is a theology you can 
read and reflect on for yourselves; it’s described in the Unitarian Universalist 
primer, A Chosen Faith, in the chapter by John Buehrens called, “Mind and Spirit.” 
In it, Buehrens cites process theologian Alfred North Whitehead as having said: 

 “There is a creative tendency in the universe to produce worthwhile things, and 
moments come when we can work with it and it can work through us. But the 
tendency in the universe to produce worthwhile things is by no means omnipotent 
[it is not all-powerful]. Other forces work against it. This creative principle is 
everywhere. It is a continuing process. Insofar as you partake of this creative 
process, you partake of the divine, and that participation is your immortality, 
reducing the question of whether your individuality survives the death of the body 
to the estate of irrelevancy. Our true destiny as co-creators in the universe is our 
dignity and our grandeur.” As such, I believe there are forces in the universe that 
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want beauty, truth, justice, healing, and beloved community. But I believe we 
have to work with them– We have to do our part. We must not turn away from 
the suffering that is occurring right alongside us, and is within our ability to salve. 
My concept of God is that it is like a Collective Unconscious, that can help and 
support us, and does help and support us. But that would not ever be the only 
name I’d use for God. I also like to say, “a higher wisdom and a greater good than 
any of us, or even all of us put together,” and also, “That Greater Love.” 

Question two in the beliefnet quiz really gave me pause: Do you believe in 
any human incarnations of God? That’s something I hadn’t thought about for 
some time. But after reflection I discerned that I believe there is a distinction 
between God and human beings that walk on this earth. I think human beings, try 
as we might to live honorably, are flawed, err, and are fallible. I especially believe 
this when I am watching a college football game, and begin praying for my team 
to win. I feel acutely aware of the flaws and foibles of the players, coaches, and 
referees. So what I am praying to for help is, to me, something greater and more 
powerful than anyone on that playing field. That leads me to question five, which 
is Why is there terrible wrongdoing in the world? I was torn between the answers, 
“Wrongdoing occurs because God gave us free will, plus a weak side, or 
selfishness…” and “Egoism, or self-importance, leads to desire, craving, and 
attachments, which can lead to greed, hate, and violence.” 

   

Question ten asks if you believe that confession is important along a 
person’s path to the ultimate reward or reality, such as heaven, enlightenment, or 
spiritual harmony. I do think confession is important. But I do not think a person 
necessarily has to confess to a clergyperson. Along the same lines, do you think 
that good works, good deeds, and compassion are important? I do, as a means to 
improve ourselves, our communities, and the world we will leave behind us for 
posterity. 

   

Two more questions asked if I am in favor of a woman’s right to choose, and 
gay rights, which I am in support of, and if divorce or remarriage should be 
condemned or punished, which I would be against. And perhaps the most 
Unitarian Universalist question is whether we believe that nature should be 
honored–  If not actually worshipped, then highly revered. My agreeing with this 
is of high importance. Unitarian Universalists believe in caring for the 
environment, and I would even say that failing to recycle and littering are, to 
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Unitarian Universalists, grave sins. Another thing I’ve been told is a sin to 
Unitarian Universalists is not returning your shopping cart to the corral, but, 
rather, leaving it neglectfully in the middle of the parking lot, where it could roll 
into someone’s car and cause damage. If “sin” is a word you are uncomfortable 
with, you’re not alone. Many Unitarian Universalists would like to sidestep 
conversations about sin altogether. Yet many UU clergy are realizing that for us to 
grow and mature, spiritually, we have to look at what our contemporary society 
considers to be sinful. In the book, “A History of Sin – Its Evolution to Today and 
Beyond,” by John Portmann, one of his chapters is called, “Modern Sins.” Here are 
some things he suggests that liberals consider to be modern sins: Harming the 
Environment; Failing to Thrive, i.e., not reaching your full potential; Sexual 
Harassment; Denying the Holocaust; Homophobia; Disrespecting other religions; 
and Drunk Driving. What others come to mind for you? I found his book to be a 
refreshing way to view the word and the topic, “sin.” 

   

Having let you know what my answers are to some theological questions, I 
must also say that I am not trying to convert anyone to my beliefs. I would not 
want anyone to too quickly adopt my personal theology just because it sounded 
good to them this morning. I do not think everyone will, nor should, in time, come 
around to a faith in the God I believe in. I do not think it is anyone’s place to 
define God for anyone else. I always say, “I don’t want to be right; I want to be 
thoughtfully considered.” And then I want us to talk about it in a way which is 
truly mutually open, soulful, and respectful of each other’s differences. It is my 
sincere hope that what I have said, and the way I have said it, will help you see 
more clearly what you believe and what you do not. All Unitarian Universalists 
have promised  –covenanted—to honor your beliefs, and to empower you to live 
by them as we endeavor to improve our world today. 

  

So instead of giving you anything like a definitive theological statement, I’ll 
close this morning with the theological and ethical questions that Jessica 
Eikleberry, our Youth Ministry Coordinator, and I gave to the Coming of Age youth 
to create their worship service and credo statements, or statement of their 
philosophy of life. The handout was called, “Life’s Big Questions. And the first ten 
are from the book,Ten Eternal Questions, By Zoe Sallis. Here they are: 

1 What is your concept of God?  

2 Do you think this life is all there is, or do you believe in an afterlife?   
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3 Do you accept the concept of karma, in the sense of cause and effect?  

4 What is your moral code, in relation to right and wrong?  

5 Do you believe you have a destiny and do you see yourself as here to fulfill it?  

6 What has life taught you so far?  

7 What advice or words of wisdom would you like to pass on to those close to 
you?  

8 Do you believe our survival on planet Earth is being threatened?  

9 Who do you most admire in this world, historical or living?  

10 How do you find peace within yourself?  

Some other questions I have explored in my ministry conversations are: 

■ “What is scripture?” and “What are the symbols of your faith?” 

■ “What is the place of prayer, meditation, and ritual in your life?”  

■ What is your view of human nature? Are people born sinful? Can people 
change for the better? How do you discern if a person or group is honorable 
or trustworthy? 

■ What is your view of “the church”? [This school of theology is called, 
“ecclesiology.”] Where should the power in a church be? What should the 
purpose be? What religious organizations have you joined or left, and why? 
How shall we measure if a religious organization is on the right track?  

■ Do you believe in prophets, angels, or saints? Who have your heroes and 
heroines been? How have your views changed or evolved over your lifetime 
as to who you put on a pedestal? Who have your best friends been? Is 
Spiritual Friendship a sacred thing?   

■ What do you believe happens to a person after they die? [This school of 
theology is called, “eschatology.”] 
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A few other suggested questions: 

■ Do you find peace in particular places or activities?   

■ What inspires you? 

■ I wish the world could… 

■ I wish my neighbors would… 

■ I hope I can… And, lastly:  

■ I come to church because… 

Between now and Sunday morning April 26th, I invite you to contemplate these 
timeless things. The youth in our Coming of Age class have certainly been 
giving these questions their soulful attention. Let us honor them for that. And 
let us also ask ourselves what our answers are to the question: How do I 
answer: To This I Give my Heart? 

CLOSING HYMN #1064 Blue Boat Home [lyrics by Peter Mayer]  

Parting Words [the Late Rev. Forrest Church]:   Rev. Jennie 

“So it’s pretty simple for me: Love when you can. Do the work that is yours to do. 
Be the person that is yours to be at any given time. Think to wish for what is 
yours at this very moment. To love. To serve. To touch. To know. Think to wish for 
all that is yours to have. Think to wish for all that is yours to do. And think to wish 
that you might be who it is that you might most fully be. Avoid wishful thinking. 
Avoid the traps and pitfalls of nostalgia for the past. Savor every moment as it 
passes. And enlist yourself in saving that which can be saved this very moment, in 
order that it, too, may endure for others to enjoy.” 

Extinguishing the Chalice 

Postlude [“Company of Friends,” by Danny Schmidt, with Carrie Elkin] 

Virtual Coffee Hour
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