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June Service Schedule 
Sunday services are at 9:30 and 11:00 except as noted.

Join us for coffee after the service.
June 7:  Celebrating Our RE Program  [Chelsea Churpek 
          and the RE Department]

Sophia Lyon Fahs was a founder of our religious education principles.         
We honor Fahs this Sunday, and a Bridging Ceremony for our high school 
seniors who move from our community out into the larger world.

June 14:  Loving Day  [Rev. Elaine Strawn]
“Loving Day”:  the remembrance of the day the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Loving v. Virginia allowed people of different  races/ethnicities to marry.  
Mat Johnson has written a new novel bringing this focus into the current 
world of racial and gender “bending”.  Fluidity.  It’s our challenge and maybe 
our hope.

June 21:  Hogwarts, Wooster  [Students, Professors, Precepts]
Harry Potter’s ideals come to life again this summer…join us for the learnings.

June 28:  Decolonizing and Re-indigenizing 
   Spiritual Traditions in Ohio [Christopher Reynolds]

Last summer, UUFWC installed the outdoor labyrinth.  By placing the path 
of the heart outside the traditional church structure, a shift in American 
spirituality began in Wayne County.  It's time to consider the de-colonization 
of all our religious symbolism.  We do well to bring native roots to faith in 
order to experience our own land as the Holy Land.  F. Christopher 
Reynolds, M.Ed., is a singer, teacher, adjunct professor in Creativity Studies, 
Religious Studies and Art.  He taught high school French in Berea, Ohio, and 
earned a Master's degree in Rites of Passage in Post Modern Philosophy.
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Visit us on Facebook:  Type “UUFWC” into the search bar at www.facebook.com  

General Assembly will be held in Portland, Oregon June 24-28.  “Building a 
New Way”  Watch the UUA.org/ga site for coverage of this exciting event.

Elaine Strawn will be gone June 21-30.
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The Minister’s Column

Black Lives do matter.  As we covenant to “honor the inherent worth and dignity of all human 
beings,” all lives matter.  And it requires white allies and straight allies and empathetic 
compassionate voices of all types to witness to that fact, whether in the midst of a family 
conversation or in courtrooms or on the internet.  Cleveland has made the news in the last few 
weeks after the Common Pleas Court’s decision to acquit police officer Michael Brelo in the deaths 
of Timothy Russell and Malissa Williams.  We have seen what fear and outrage can cause in other 
cities after similar decisions.  Violence and fear run contrary to the mutual interdependence 
required of any society.  Our voices are needed to calm the fires and affirm the wounded and 
hurting.
June may be a momentous month.  African Americans continue to struggle for the recognition due 
to all human beings.  Latinos continue to struggle for the DREAM Act and to have their voices and 
life stories heard.  Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer folks may recognize the rights of 
marriage equality in the weeks ahead-or they may not, depending on the Supreme Court’s decision.  
Regardless, GLBTQ folks still face the possibility of housing and employment discrimination.   
Again, Emily’s List [Early Money Is Like Yeast], the political action committee, is working toward 
an Equal Rights Amendment to include women.  And none of this even includes the human rights 
issues reported by Human Rights Watch, Amnesty international and other organizations determined 
to bring justice in war torn and poor countries of the world.

Our voice as UUs needs to be strong and clear.  Just because we extinguish our chalice at the end of 
each service, doesn’t mean it goes out…..it burns within us as the flame for justice.
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2015 Ware Lecturer Dr. Cornel West
Dr. Cornell West will deliver the Ware Lecture at General Assembly (GA) on June 27.

We will try to view this important event, so watch for news and join us for the Ware Lecture from 
GA in Portland, Oregon.  

Cornel West is an academic and prominent and provocative democratic intellectual, best known for 
his classic Race Matters, published by Beacon Press in 1993.  His latest books are Black Prophetic 
Fire, which offers a fresh perspective on six revolutionary African American leaders (Frederick 
Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King Jr., Ella Baker, Malcolm X, and Ida B. Wells) 
and The Radical King, a collection of MLK’s writings curated and introduced by Prof. West to 
reclaim Dr. King’s prophetic and radical vision as both a civil rights leader and—more broadly—as 
a human right activist.  Both books were published by Beacon Press.  He has recently been deeply 
involved in the Black Lives Matter protests and was among those arrested in Ferguson in 2015. 

Cornel West has a passion to communicate in writings and orations, through music and film, and in 
solidarity with groups and faith communities  committed to justice in order to keep alive the legacy 
of Martin Luther King Jr.—a legacy of telling the truth and bearing witness to love and justice.

http://www.beacon.org/Race-Matters-P158.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/Race-Matters-P158.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/Black-Prophetic-Fire-P1067.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/Black-Prophetic-Fire-P1067.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/Black-Prophetic-Fire-P1067.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/Black-Prophetic-Fire-P1067.aspx
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Religious Education

Summer RE News
I’m excited to share that a curriculum has been chosen for this summer’s RE program:  
Chalice Theatre!  

Chalice Theater is an active program of instructive stories that employs the popular Reader’s Theater 
format.  Through drama, Chalice Theatre explores what fable, folklore, legend, and sacred stories 
have to say to us about peacemaking, self-esteem, thankfulness, name-calling, determination, truth, 
recklessness, and generosity.  Each session contains a short lesson about theater craft and then 
presents a story that illustrates what it is like as actors to “put ourselves in someone else’s shoes.”  
At the end of each drama, participants are given an opportunity to reflect on what the story teaches 
us about ourselves, our relationships, and our UU principles. 

Beginning June 14th, children are welcome to spend the full hour of Sunday services with the RE 
program (with the exception of the Harry Potter service on June 21).  All 1st through 6th graders 
should come to the EEE classroom (the last classroom on the left of the RE hallway) where we will 
meet, light a chalice, and assign roles for that day’s play.  When the weather permits, we will head 
out to the new memorial stone circle to have our reader’s theater “in the round” just like in ancient 
Greece and medieval London!  We will then end in the EEE classroom where parents can pick up 
their actors…I mean kiddos.  Infants through Kindergartners can go to the Nursery for playtime.

I am still looking for volunteers. It will take the whole range of acting talent our congregation has to 
offer.  From Academy Award nominees to first-time thespians, we need your help to make this 
program a success.  Volunteers with prior theatre, drama, or performance experience will be asked, if 
willing, to talk about their talent with our young ones.  All volunteers will help children who would 
like assistance with their roles and even participate in the reader’s theatre of the day!  

Please contact me by email at dre@uufwc.org if you are interested in being a volunteer or if you are 
a parent and have questions about the program.  

Other news
A plan is in the works to hire paid staff for the nursery beginning in July.  Many UU congregations 
offer this service and I would be thrilled to bring it to ours.  The openings will be posted online 
throughout the month of June and members and friends of the congregation (including youth) are 
encouraged to apply.  Please speak to or email me for more information.

Hogwarts 2015 registration has begun!  Registration for all 4th-6th graders hoping to attend can be 
completed via the congregation’s website:  uufwc.org.

mailto:dre@uufwc.org
mailto:dre@uufwc.org
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It's time again for road clean up!  Mary Wicks got us started in the late 90s.  We do a nearly two 
mile stretch of Cleveland Road (State Route 3) just north of Wooster, ending at Hawk's Nest golf 
course. We meet at 9:00am sharp at Shearer Implement, at Fox Lake Rd.

It's best to wear pants and shoes that can tolerate some wet and thorns, but none of our route is very 
bad.  Ohio DOT provides colorful vests for safety.  I will have a few pairs of old work gloves but 
you may wish to bring your own.  We're usually done in just over an hour. 

This year's first effort will be Saturday, June 6.  A sign-up sheet in the lobby will help me know who 
to call if weather is iffy.  Youth under 18 are welcome but need a signed parental authorization and a 
designated adult at the clean-up.

The Folk Orchestra will meet to practice on Wednesday, June 3 & June 17 at 7:00 pm.  If you 
would like to join us, this is a great time!  Questions, contact Sharon Delgadillo.

UUFWC Yard Sale!!
Clean out your closets and mark your calendars!
The annual UUFWC GARAGE SALE is your chance to be green as you share items you no longer need, 
build community, and raise funds for programs the Fellowship and the larger community.
 
When is the sale?  Friday, July 24 from 3 pm-7 pm and Saturday, July 25 from 9 am-1 pm
 
Can I donate anything?  We welcome ALL items that are ready to sell (i.e., clean and working).  There are 
only four items we CANNOT accept:  (1) clothing larger than toddler’s size, (2) analog TVs, (3) children’s 
car seats, and (4) drop side cribs.  NOTE: Electronics are fine as long as they work, but please tie up cords 
so they’re not dangling.
 
When can I drop off my donations?  We’ll collect items on the following days:
Sunday, July 12 and 19 (Blessed B’s and Earth Spirits classrooms)
Tuesday, July 21 from 8-10 am and 6-8 pm
Wednesday, July 22 and Thursday, July 23 from 6-8 pm (but please have them priced)
 
I have some big items, who should I contact?  Mary Wicks (wicksfam@sssnet.com or 330-317-4681) but 
first . . . TRUCKS!  We need a couple of strong folks with a truck who would be willing to pick up large 
items as needed.  If you can help with this, contact Mary.
 
How else can I help with this great FUNdraiser?  Join us for the following:
Wednesday (7/22) and Thursday (7/23) from 6-8 pm to set up and price items – no experience necessary!
Friday (7/24) and Saturday (7/25) during the sale. See the signup sheet on the Connections table.
 
I have more questions, who do I ask?  Norma Barber, Erin Bosley Palmer, Vikki Dutter, Elaine Gibson, 
Deloris Veney, Mary Wicks

mailto:wicksfam@sssnet.com
mailto:wicksfam@sssnet.com
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Membership Committee
The Membership Committee will end the year with a social potluck at the Fellowship on May 30th.

Also, if you are new to the congregation and would like to learn more about getting involved, please 
consider attending one of the "New to UU" drop in sessions.  After both services the 2nd Sunday of 
each month, we will have folks available to meet you and answer your questions.  The next session is 
June14th, and no RSVP is required.  Please join us. 

ESPN
This years labyrinth program, Experiential Spiritual Programming at Night (ESPN) begins June 
10th.  Programs will continue the 2nd Wednesday of each month, June thru September.  Sessions 
start at 8PM and conclude at 10.  Thank you Dae Evans, Steve Berg, Steve Cook and Kevin Lowry 
for agreeing to present programs which will include influences from yoga, zen, meditation and 
others.  As in past years the labyrinth will be used, and programs will conclude with social time, a 
fire, and s'mores.  Future announcements will be forthcoming.

Please make plans to attend.  Last years programs were fun and enriching.  Questions?  Email John 
Renner at jprenner618@gmail.com.  

The UU Needlework Group is sponsoring a craft fair September 19th.  Thirteen tables are already 
assigned and  space is limited.  Contact Cherrill Wertz for further details and entry forms.  E-mail 
tcwertz@frontier.com .  

Stewardship 

Stewardship is a process, not a destination.
This year’s pledge drive has ended – and we thank you for your generous support !  But, stewardship is 
not just a once a year event.  To continue to enrich this UU fellowship, we must consider what and how 
we give our time, talent, and money throughout the year.  In the words of Edward Everett Hale:

To look forward and not back, 
To look out and not in, and 
To lend a hand.

Stewardship is a practice that strengthens us as individuals and as a community. 
 
In fellowship, The Stewardship Committee:
Bonnie Groop, Helen Meyers, Laura Moore, Danni Schantz and Mary Wicks

Rides for College Students 
Every Sunday that the College of Wooster is in session, Ruth Sewell is at Lowry Center at about 10:30 
to see if anyone is there for a ride.  You can text or call her cell phone number (330-347-6360) to 
confirm.  She appreciates confirmations, though they’re not necessary.  She will show up in a blue 
Honda Fit to see if anyone awaits.  If she cannot be there, she will arrange for a sub.

mailto:jprenner618@gmail.com
mailto:jprenner618@gmail.com
mailto:tcwertz@frontier.com
mailto:tcwertz@frontier.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/edward-everett-hale.html


Social Action In Action
SOCIAL ACTION YEAR END MEETING will be held on June 7 in the library after the service.  If 
you have an idea for a project, would like to become involved with the committee or just want to find out 
more about what it does, please join us.
OPEN PLATE COLLECTION:  The June 28th Open Plate Collection will be donated to People to 
People Ministries.  This organization typically experiences increased need in the summer because of  
children consuming more meals at home.  Please support this special collection to serve our area 
youngsters.
The June PEOPLE TO PEOPLE COLLECTION (postponed from May) will be held on June 21.  
Boxes of saltine crackers will be collected.
HUNGER IN OHIO:  Among the key findings of the Hunger in Ohio 2014 study released by the Ohio 
Association of Foodbanks are the following:  1)  Each year approximately 2 million unduplicated 
individuals, or 662,000 households, receive food assistance through Ohio’s emergency food network.  2)  
In the past year, 81 percent purchased inexpensive, unhealthy food as a coping strategy.  And 3) Sixty-six 
percent had to choose between food and medicine or medical care as a spending tradeoff decision to 
make ends meet.
Of the 2,007,500 Ohioans served by the network each year, more than 83 percent report living in food 
insecure households, meaning that they were without reliable access to adequate amounts of affordable, 
nutritious food at some point during the past year.  For more information about the Hunger in Ohio 2014 
report, visit www.ohiofoodbanks.org.

 All Things Green
SOLAR POWER’S HIDDEN BENEFITS:  Rooftop solar photovoltaic systems don’t just benefit the 
people who purchase and install them.  On hot, sunny days when demand for air conditioning is high, 
power from rooftop systems can help utilities meet peak electricity demand without having to fire up 
seldom-used, less efficient fossil-fuel-fired power plants that are more polluting and drive up consumers’ 
electricity costs. Dramatic reductions in price, innovative financing opportunities, and forward-thinking 
policies are making solar power an increasingly affordable option for people who want to support the 
growth of clean electricity. Learn more at www.uscua.org/solarpowerontherise.  From Earthwise, Winter 
2014, Union of Concerned Scientists.

A TIP FROM THE LITTLE GREEN HANDBOOK:  Use a rain barrel.  For the uninitiated, a rain 
barrel is a receptacle for collecting rainwater that attaches directly to the downspout of a gutter on a 
house.  Rainwater can be used to water indoor plants and outdoor lawns and gardens, and even to wash 
your car.  Rainwater collects fast!  One inch of rain falling on an area of 1,000 square feet will yield 
about 600 gallons of rainwater.  With a specially designed rain barrel or just a large bucket, you will have 
plenty of water for your plants and other household needs without ever reaching for the hose.
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Thank you, thank you for your special gifts last December!
We have finally allocated those funds in ways we thought most vital.  The $920 you generously shared 
with the UUFWC was spent to:

help fund a new mixer for our sound system as well as a head-worn microphone,
to purchase a permanent sturdy easel and sticky wall for use in meetings and classes, and
for a privacy blind for the window between the library and Great Room during classes and meetings.

And $182 is left!   Thank you SO much!

http://www.ohiofoodbanks.org/
http://www.ohiofoodbanks.org/
http://www.uscua.org/solarpowerontherise
http://www.uscua.org/solarpowerontherise


THE HUMANIST GROUP meets the first and 
third Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. to discuss social and 
cultural issues .

THE CHRISTIANITY GROUP meets the 
second and fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. to discuss 
issues related to the various Christian faith 
practices.

EARTH CENTERED GROUP meets most 
second and fourth Sundays after second service. 
Contact Lindsay Walker or Doris Cannon.

SCRABBLE NIGHTS:  2nd Sundays from 7 
to 9:30PM.  Bring a game and maybe a snack.  
Ken McDonald.

ZEN MEDITATION meets on Mondays at 7:00.

THE UUFWC CHOIR will take a break for the 
summer.  The next rehearsal will be Wednesday, 
August 5th at 7 pm.

INNER PEACE YOGA meets  Mondays at 
5:30pm in the Fellowship Room.

Regular Events

The events shown on this page are just a part of 
what goes on at the UUFWC.

If you’re looking for a specific activity, or if 
want to know when a particular group or 
committee meets, go to the Fellowship website, 
uufwc.org, and click on calendar.

June Birthdays:
Phil Grimm

Adam Keating
Laura Grimm

Gregg Sheffield
Kevin Cannon
Kristin Keating

June Anniversaries:

Brian and Ruth Dykstra
Gregg and Sandy Sheffield

We’d like to add your birthday or 
anniversary to the list.

 Please contact the office or Juan Gross.
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MOVING BEYOND RACISM:  meets 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the First  
Amendment Pub at 6:30.  For info, see 
Suzanne Waldron or Elaine Strawn.

OHIOANS FOR MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY:  working for the civil right 
of marriage for same-gender couples.  
Watch the calendar for the next meeting.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP usually 
meets the 3rd Sunday of the month, 
September through May.  Curious about the 
group? Come to our summer picnic on 
August 9th and share a book you've 
read.For September the book is All the 
Light We Can Not See by Anthony Doerr.

This newsletter printed monthly, and is also 
available on-line.  If you you would like to 
receive it via email, or if you’d like to 
unsubscribe altogether, contact the office at:  
fellowship@uufwc.org



Listed below are two new UUFWC library titles accompanied by descriptions from the books’ back covers:

THE GOOD BOOK:  A HUMANIST BIBLE   Conceived, selected, redacted, arranged, worked, and in 
part written by A. C. Grayling    144 Gray 2011
“The Good Book is an inspired work of insight, wisdom, solace, and commentary on the human 
condition drawn from the world’s great humanist traditions of thought and literature, Western and 
Eastern alike.  Consciously following the design and presentation of the Bible, in the beauty of its 
language and its arrangement into short chapters and verses, acclaimed philosopher Anthony Grayling 
has crafted an epic, stimulating narrative that ultimately reveals how life – a good life – should be 
lived.”

THE INSPIRATIONAL ATHEIST:  WISE WORDS ON THE WONDER AND MEANING OF LIFE    
Compiled and edited by Buzzy Jackson    211.8 Jack 2014
“Atheists are as interested as any believer in life’s big questions.  And here, at last, is a treasury of 
much-needed words of wisdom, providing inspiration and provocation on LOVE, SUCCESS, TRUTH, 
BEAUTY, and other important topics, from sources outside religion.  The Inspirational Atheist 
provides uplifting and profound quotations from artists, poets, philosophers, and great thinkers whose 
insight will touch nonbelievers and believers alike.”

Note:  This book’s compiler and editor, Buzzy Jackson, has a connection with this Fellowship.  She is 
Betty Schuler’s niece.  Many thanks to Betty for making us aware of this title and donating it to the 
library!

HELP!  We are still missing the book WITHOUT APOLOGY:  COLLECTED MEDITATIONS ON
LIBERAL RELIGION by A. Powell Davies.  A. Powell Davies was a much-loved Unitarian   minister, 
and we would be sorry to lose this collection of his writings.  So please check your shelves, and let 
Kay Bowen know if you have found it.

 OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Library News

A Look at the Year Ahead

General Assembly (GA) will be in Portland Oregon from June 24-28, 2015.  Note:  GA is in 
Columbus Ohio in June 22-26, 2016!  There will be lots of opportunities to volunteer and attend 
for free! 

Summer Institute 2015 will be July 12-18 at Oberlin College in Oberlin Ohio.  Theme Speaker:  
Rev. Joan Van Becelaere will speak with us about “Faith, Evolving: How American Religion Is 
Changing” .. Info at:  omdsi.org
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County
3186 Burbank Road
Wooster, Ohio  44691

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship                   
is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration 

dedicated to social and environmental justice.

About the UUFWC

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County,
a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Mission Statement:  The UUFWC is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration dedicated to 
       social and environmental justice.
How to Find Us:  We are located at 3186 Burbank Road, in Wooster, 330-262-9194.  From Labor Day through 
Memorial Day we meet on Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  After Memorial Day we meet only at 10:00 a.m. 
Minister:  Rev. V. Elaine Strawn,  email: minister –at- uufwc.org
Director of Religious Exploration:  Chelsea Churpek:  dre– at- uufwc.org 
Board of Directors:  Scott Beil, president;  Gail Woosley, vice president;  Sarah Miles, secretary;  John Renner, 
Marti Livingstone, Tony Beery, Susan Sommer-Wagner, Deleasa Randall-Griffiths, past president
Office Administrator:  Anne Wilson, email:  fellowship –at-  uufwc.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Juan Gross:  newsletter-at -uufwc.org.  The newsletter deadline is the 17th of every month.  
Please let the office know if you would like to receive this newsletter via email or if you wish to unsubscribe. 
Website:   www.uufwc.org 
Yahoo Group Email: Address your email to:  uufwc –at-  yahoogroups.com  One email reaches nearly everyone!  
There is a delay while the messages are moderated.  To join the group, email the office:  fellowship –at-  uufwc.org.

Office Hours: Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn:  Tuesday, Thursday, 1-5 pm and Wednesday 6-9 pm.
 Anne Wilson, Office Administrator:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9 am -3 pm.
 Chelsea Churpek, Director of Religious Exploration:  Tuesdays/Thursdays 4-7pm & 
         Mondays/Wednesdays by appointment.
 Kevin Lowry, Youth Ministry:  Wednesday 5:30-9:00 pm.  Open Teen Room.




