
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: DECEMBER 2021 
 

 

Upcoming Services 
Our weekly Worship Services are online on Sunday mornings at 10am via Zoom, unless noted. A recording is 

made available through the Google Groups email, later that day. 

 

Our theme for December is "Opening to Joy" 

 

December 5th "The Tenacity of Light"  [Rev. Walter Clark] 

The 5th marks the 7th night of Hanukkah. What can the story of the Maccabees tell us about perseverance in 

times of hopelessness 

 

December 12th: "Enjoy the Silence"  [Rev. Walter Clark] 

When we think of Joy we often think of loud boisterous noises. While many of us are more than happy to 

make a joyful noise, sometimes we forget the joys of quiet moments. 

 

December 15th at 7pm: "Blue Christmas" [Rev. Walter Clark] 

While this is the season for joy and celebration, for many of us who are missing our loved ones this is the most 

difficult time of year. Join us for a time of quiet contemplation to cherish the memories of those we hold dear. 

 

December 18th at 4pm: "Winter Festival" [Jenni Papp and Rev. Walter Clark] 

Outdoors at the Fellowship 

Join us for a multi generational winter worship service that celebrates the season with story, song, and 

festivity! We welcome all who wish to participate in this interactive service. Bundle up, bring a chair and a hot 

thermos, and gather by the fireside. (see details below) 

 

December 19th: "Finding Joy in our lives" [Ivie Sorkin, CLM] 

Living our lives, with happiness, Inspiration, mindfulness, abundance, clarity. These are key elements to living 

our lives with Joy.  

 

December 24th at 7pm: "Christmas Eve"  [Rev. Walter Clark] 

Join us for a traditional service of stories and carols as we ring in Christmas. 

 

December 26th: "Carrying Joy Forward "  [Rev. Walter Clark] 

We often hear the sentiment, “I wish we could have Christmas all year round,” referring to the joy and 

goodwill of the season. Well, why can’t we? How do we hold the holiday perspective after the decorations 

have been taken down? 

 



 

Winter Festival 
We will enjoy the darkest days of the year and look forward 

to the return of the light 

 

Saturday, December 18th @ 4 pm 

Outdoors at the Fellowship 

• Warm Up by the Fireside 

• Short worship service 

• Interactive storytelling 

• Tree decorating 

• Music 

 

Bring your own seating and a beverage to keep you warm 

This will be in the parking lot so it can be accessible for all. 

 

 
  

Looking for Folx with a 

Spirit of Winter Adventure to Help Out 
 

This will be a community effort to plan for our gathering.  We will need helpers, 

young and not-as-young, to do a variety of things that will include: 

 

 

• parking attendants 

• bonfire building and tending 

• musicians and singers 

• story characters & narrators 

• stage-minders 

• publicity 

• sound tech and equipment (with Chris Stormer) 

• and anything else we haven't thought of yet! 

 

  

This is planned to be relatively low effort and high spiritual fun and fellowship! 

Many gnomes and elves will make the spirits bright and the effort light! 

 

Email Jenni at dre@uufwc.org soon to let her know how you can help! 

It's just around the corner! 

 

In keeping with our gathering guidelines, a mask to cover your nose and mouth are required 

regardless of vaccination status. 

 

 

 



 

Minister's Meditations 
From Rev. Walter Clark 

 

Die Hard is not a Christmas movie. 

 

This is an argument that my generation has been hashing out over the last decade. People have 

compared it to the Christmas Classic, White Christmas; both take place during the holidays, both have 

Christmas music in them, both of them have party venues threatened. Die Hard has been likened to It’s a 

Wonderful Life; both only have Christmas featured a little in the beginning and the end, both have 

threatened family units that get back together and both have bad guys that are willing to destroy the 

protagonist for personal gain. We can probably go through every Christmas movie created and find some 

similarity to Die Hard, however I feel that there is one element missing in Die Hard that is in every 

Christmas movie: Joy. 

 

There is a moment in every Christmas 

movie where the protagonist is 

overwhelmed with joy. George Bailey 

when the entire town of Bedford Falls 

comes to his rescue when he loses the 

money in It’s a Wonderful Life. General 

Waverly’s teary inspection of the soldiers 

who came to see him in White Christmas. 

We see this Joy in the Grinch, in Charlie 

Brown, in Rudolph, Jack Skellington and 

Ebenezer Scrooge. It’s in modern classics 

like Elf, Klaus, The Santa Clause and The 

Polar Express. The moment where 

someone realizes that something small 

and overlooked is truly beautiful and 

important. So often in these movies it is 

the love of family, the important of friends, the simple act of giving. All of these movies build up to the 

moment where we that moment and how the character leans into it. 

 

It’s not chance that Christmas takes place during the time of year where things seem bleak, it’s when we 

need joy the most. Of course, the Christian church copied so much from the pagan tradition and used it 

for their holiday. The need for brightness, for color, for song, for friends is always greater in times of 

hardship. That is something we all have learned over the past year and a half, finding the joy of 

connection over Zoom and the phone. Finding beauty in new hobbies and just being home. Joy is lifting 

up and finding beauty in a world filled with anger, greed and apathy. It is seeing possibility in the face of 

overwhelming odds. It is being happy simply because you want to be happy. 

 

I don’t see that joy in Die Hard. That’s why it will never be a Christmas movie for me. Neither 

will Christmas Vacation or A Christmas Story. However, for so many of us, watching these movies with 

our friends and families brings us joy in and of itself. So if Die Hard brings you joy then I say to you, Merry 

Christmas. 

 

 



 

A Message from the Board 
From Rachel Relle, President of the Board of Directors 

 

For my birthday, my sons gave me a "Focus on the Positive" bracelet.  A gentle and loving reminder of 

how important positivity is in our daily lives.  I tend to worry and sometimes stress over uncertainty, 

which seems to be in abundance these days.  Their young minds and big hearts are able to let the 

uncertainty go, thereby saving themselves from worry and stress.  Our theme this month, Opening To 

Joy, is a gentle nudge for each of us.  Embrace the opportunities in each day.  Be thankful for each little 

thing, as they make our whole picture.  Focus on the light and laughter that surrounds you.  Because 

even on the difficult days, these are present.  So today, I thank a wise and loving 13 and 10 year-old as 

they are my positivity every day. 

 

 

'Share the Plate' with Orrville Friendship Meals in December 
  

Each month we will choose an agency that will receive half of the donations that are not designated for 

another purpose.  In December, we will share the plate with Orrville Friendship Meals. 

 

Friendship Meals, Inc. offers "A compassionate response to community hunger".  They are a non-profit 

organization, partially funded by the Orrville Area United Way, that serves a free dinner on 

the  2nd,3rd,4th & 5th Thursdays at the Christ United Church of Christ located at 301 N. Main St. in 

Orrville. 

 

Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/friendshipmealsoforrville/ 

 

How do you share the plate?  

• If you write checks, please communicate your intention on the memo line, eg: 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal, in the optional section, choose 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal Giving Fund, you will have to email Anne to designate your contribution. 

[fellowship@uufwc.org].   

 

Building Expansion News 
From Jo Harper, Building Expansion Committee member, 

on behalf of Peter Schantz (Committee Chair), Gail 

Woosley (Committee Co-Chair) and Kristin Keating 

(Committee Co-Chair). 

 

We’re looking at early January for completion of the 

building. In the meantime, the crews are hard at work 

inside completing drywall, mudding, and painting. We have 

frames and sills in the windows, and the building feels like 

what it will be! By the time this newsletter comes out, 

drywall should be complete, and most of the painting at 

the west end (sanctuary, coat room, new bathrooms, parlor, and kitchen) will be complete. 

 

 



Outside the work continues: exterior painting, grading, movement of a shed from the east end of the 

parking lot down past the sanctuary, and adding grass seed to the ground. 

Huge thank you to our fantastic landscaping crew, who has already done a lot of planting in the newly 

graded areas! 



 

For safety purposes, please keep visits to the UUFWC after construction hours. 

 

How to stay up to date as construction progresses: 

• Attend the Sunday service and watch for updates 

• Check out the UUFWC Facebook page 

• Read your newsletter 

• Visit the website 

• Review the Construction Photo Site where new pictures are added weekly. (If you’re unable to 

access it, try using a browser that you don’t normally use, or making sure you’re signed out of 

your browser.)  

 

Points of contact for specific elements of the remodeling and construction process are as follows: 

• Construction with Architect & Construction Manager: Peter Schantz 

• Sanctuary, Lobby, New Bathroom, Coat Space, Parlor: Gail Woosley 

• Kitchen, Library, Flex Room: Kristin Keating 

• RE Wing: Tony Beery & Janice Baxstrom 

• Administrative Spaces: Anne Wilson & Rev. Walter 

• Landscaping: Jo Harper 

 

As always, you can also reach out to expansion@uufwc.org! 

 

 

Landscape Update 
From Ruth Sewell 

 

We waited a month for the outside painting to be completed, so that the topsoil could be spread. At last, 

the grass seed is down.  It will germinate in the spring. 

 

Merry Gentry had purchased plants at the Secrest sale, so we were excited to put them in the ground. A 

team of workers including Kristin Keating, Jay Klemme, Tim Breiner, Rachel Derr, David Paul, Merry, and 

Ruth marked bed lines and planted in the front of the building on November11th. We planted itea, 

clethra, winterberry, hydrangea, nine bark, and blue sedge.   

 

We look forward to a ‘Dress Down Sunday’ workday in the Spring. The new pile of mulch/leaf mix hiding 

in the back parking lot will be spread then, when we continue to plant. 

 

Steve Berg has begun clearing the edges of the property with his brush hog. The construction company 

will clean the driveway and the landscape company will clear the leaves. Progress is slow, but 

Perseverance Furthers. 

 



 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
From Jo Harper, Chair 

 

There’s a new brochure for all of the activities up on 

the website! 

 

If you’re interested in holding any sort of event or class, 

please let us know so we can get the word out! 

(johannahharper@gmail.com)   

 

 

Child & Youth Religious Exploration 
From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

 

Dear Ones, 

 

Our worship and exploration theme this 

month is Opening to Joy! I so appreciate the 

reminder that joy is out there for the taking 

if I am open to experiencing it. It can be far 

too easy to be closed off and going about 

my life with blinders to all except that which 

is right in front of me and yells the loudest. I 

just need to redirect and soften my gaze 

and listen to the songs behind the noise to 

see the Joy in the world. 

 

I watched the movie Elf last weekend. Buddy is open to joy all of the time! That quality leads others to 

categorize him as "childlike" in a negative connotation. Not so! Once he is able to awaken that in others 

and open them to the joy in the world the Dark Horseman are defeated. JOY...I am fortunate to spend 

time with children for a living. They are good examples of what experiencing joy from even the most 

unlikely places can be like. I value that in them and hope to learn well enough to show them what the 

value of staying open to joyfulness can be for ones spirit. We can create joy with play and whimsy, share 

joy through generosity, seek out joy with a curious spirit, and through gentleness of spirit and kind 

nature we can be in joyful community with our fellow travelers. 

 

This month we will be creating a winter story and decorating an evergreen tree together as a whole 

congregation during our outdoor Winter Festival on December 18th (see above for details). I invite you 

to bring a curious spirit and an expectation of a joyous gathering full of generosity, whimsy, and gentle 

kindness. 

 

Peace and Joy, 

Jenni 

 

P.S. Cardinal pics because, no matter the season, they bring me joy when I spy them and they remind me 

of my mother and her bird feeder outside of her kitchen window. The bonus in this picture is the Junco 

looking at them because Juncos are my favorite winter bird! 



 

 

 

Let's Get Ready to Holidaze It! 

 

Family Holiday Zoom Party 

 

Saturday, December 4th at 4pm 

 

Crafts  --- Dancing --- Stories --- Games 

Dress Festive --- Dig out those Ugly Christmas Sweaters 

 

Send an email to Jenni for the Zoom link and for a craft supply list or supply delivery 

DRE@uufwc.org 

 

 
Sunday, December 12th at 11 AM 

 

Twinsberry Tree Farm 

8916 S. Jefferson Rd., Shreve, OH 44676 

Click here to read about Twinsberry's Pesticide-Free Philosophy 

 

Wagon Ride 

Scavenger Hunt 

Choose and Cut our Evergreen for our Winter Festival 

 

In keeping with our gathering guidelines, a mask to cover your nose and mouth are 

required regardless of vaccination status.  

 



 
 

Youth Community 
From Youth Ministries Coordinator, Jessica Eikleberry 

 

This month’s theme is JOY. And as I am pursuing the Soul Matters materials, I come across the following 

questions: 

 

• Do you think it gets harder or easier to experience joy as you age? 

• They say “children” easily experience and notice the joys of life.  At what age do you think that 

begins to change and why? 

 

Mind you, these are materials and questions that I am meant to cover with the YOUTH.  And my first 

thought is “NO! It doesn’t have to be that way!”  But, when I’m honest with myself, I get it.  I remember 

being about their age when Christmas morning lost some of its sparkle. When I gave up playing and was 

way WAY “too cool” for…well, just about anything. (Oh my poor parents!!) 

  

If we are lucky, this is just a passing phase and we eventually recapture and embrace our silly, playful 

sides. And, as adults, we can model for our kiddos and Youth that being “grown up” does not have to 

mean being stodgy. Because really the luckiest of us all never lose the capacity for joyfulness to begin 

with! 

 

I hope you all feel joy this Holiday Season… and always!  

 
 

I know in these stressful times if can be easy to overlook the joyful things and get bogged down in the 

stress, sadness, anger, and overwhelming problems of the world.  So here are some resources if you 

feel like you need some help exercising your joy muscles: 

• Designer Ingrid Fetell Lee’s TED Talk “Where Joy hides and how to find it” and her 

downloadable “Joyspotter’s Guide” 

• “The Book of Delights" by Ross Gay 

 
 

• Youth Community meets on the 1st & 3rd Sundays at NOON. Additional activities will be added 

at the group's discretion. 

• Gatherings will be in-person & outdoors (when possible & for the time being).  Masks are 

required. 

• Youth & Families will receive weekly emails & Remind messages with info about that week's 

activities. 

• Feel free to email Jess at YMC@UUFWC.org or Jenni at DRE@UUFWC.org at any time.  All are 

also welcome to call/text Jess at 330-347-7183. 
 



 

 

Membership News 
From Membership Coordinator, Karen Skubik 

 

Our friendly IN PERSON greeters need to start preparing for our 

first planned service. To that end, all greeters should put 

January 23 at 2pm on their calendars for a greeter training 

session. Some things will be the same, but some procedures 

will change.  We still need a few more greeters, so if you’d 

enjoy helping out once in a while, please contact Cherrill Wertz 

at tcwertz@frontier.com 

 

Also, to help everyone safely enter and get settled into the new 

sanctuary during this continuing pandemic, we would like to 

have a few ushers assisting with seating.  Please contact Karen.uufwc@gmail.com or Cherrill if 

interested. 

 

 

 

The Season of Holidays 

 
From Dan O’Rourke LDT Co-Chair, Kristin Keating, Deb Barnes, Chair, and the Leadership Development 

Team 

 

Thanksgiving, Chanukah, Solstice, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Rohatsu; we are entering a season of 

celebration. It is a time to be thankful, gather with family and friends, vaccinate and mask (Sorry, had to 

put that plug in), and witness the changes of Nature. As Unitarian Universalists, we recognize the 

importance of these sacred and secular traditions as we prepare to re-enter our own sacred space and 

reconnect with our spiritual community. In the spirit of the season, we had a thought: What if each of us 

offered one selfless act to another UU or the community itself? It does not require any money or 

presents, just you. You could send a note/card to someone having a tough time. Donate some time to do 

a little landscaping. You might even do something to help someone in your own household. (Yes, that 

family counts too.) An act of unexpected kindness to celebrate our UU community. Then, jot the act 

down on a piece of paper and bring it to the Fellowship when we return to in person services. So, we 

would ask you to consider donating an action between Now and January 15, 2022 (or whenever our first 

in-person service occurs). The collection of these “UU Acts of Kindness” will bless our renewed building 

and welcome us all back to our spiritual community. A little light on a dark day can make a world of 

difference. You could be that light. 

 



 

Library News 
Submitted by Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

 

New to our library:  

UNLOCKING THE POWER OF COVENANT: REPORT OF THE UUA COMMISSION ON APPRAISAL 

By the UUA Commission on Appraisal    CHURCH ADMIN. Comm 

  

“We are living in immensely difficult times.  Deep societal issues including racism, economic inequality, 

and environmental injustice mar our current lives and threaten to harm the lives of future 

generations.  There are no easy remedies to these community ills, but returning to the practice of 

covenant may offer a path forward.  Living in covenant creates and develops community.  It also furthers 

both the mission and the health of our faith movement. 

  

The 2021 Commission on Appraisal report, Unlocking the Power of Covenant, examines the nature, 

substance, and structure of covenants within Unitarian Universalism.  Through reading, focus groups, 

interviews, and surveys, the Commission describes and interprets the role that covenants do, can, and 

should play in the individual lives of Unitarian Universalists, as well as in our relationships with other 

congregations, other faith traditions, and the Unitarian Universalist Association.  With its 

recommendations and resources, Unlocking the Power of Covenant is a powerful must-read for all 

looking to tap into a richer, fuller utilization of covenant.” 

  

                                                            Quote from the book’s back cover 

 

"All Things Green" Submitted by Betty Schuler 

 

HOW GREEN IS THE CITY OF WOOSTER?  Wooster undertook a Sustainability Roadmap Project to 

integrate sustainability throughout city operations from 2017 to 2020. Its purpose was “to link strategic 

initiatives with business plans, while demonstrating environmental stewardship and social 

responsibility”. There is now a website, Green Wooster, which enumerates the actions undertaken by 

projects and city divisions. These include curbside recycling, trees, Administration, Building Standards 

Division, Engineering Division, Information Technology Division, Maintenance Division, Parks & 

Recreation Division, Planning & Zoning Department, Wooster Police Department, and Utilities Division. 

Look the website over, judge for yourself. If you have any comments or suggestions for what further 

activities Wooster should undertake, contact Betty Schuler bkschuler450@yahoo.com, chair of the 

Climate Change Working Group of the Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee. This working group has 

been in conversation with the city about the Roadmap and future undertakings. Your input would be 

helpful. 

 

UUFWC Salvation Army Bell Ringers Still Needed! 
 

There is still space on the Salvation Army bell ringing signup 

sheet for Tuesday, December 7th. Our place is Buehler's 

Milltown. Please consider spending an hour as part of this 

worthy project. Click this link to sign up or email Bert Bishop 

at bishop.eleven@gmail.com 
 



 

Social Action in Action 

Submitted by Betty Schuler, of the Social Action Committee  

 

‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE GENEROUS: There’s still time to donate to our Wooster Headstart Adopt-A-Class 

project. This year we will provide funds to the Headstart program to purchase materials for the classes. 

Donate by check with “Headstart” on the memo line mailed to the UUFWC or on the UUFWC PayPal site. 

 

Our WOOSTER COMMUNITY ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET (AGM) will be held virtually again this year. 

The UUFWC will be participating with other local churches in an online crowdfunding market. This 

unique market allows you to choose from 29 projects that provide a hand up to people throughout the 

world. When you donate to a project, you receive an explanation of the project to share with your gift 

recipient. Watch your email and the Friday ‘Happening at the UUFWC’ email for further details. 

Questions? Contact Mary Wicks (wicksfam@sssnet.com or 330.317.4681) 

 

With food prices rising and supply chains slowing, food pantries are struggling. Here as some local 

agencies who could use holiday help: 

 

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE MINISTRIES: this local agency of last resort offers a food pantry, personal hygiene 

products, clothing, household items and financial assistance for rent, security deposits, disconnection of 

utilities and prescription medications. Donations can be sent to 454 E. Bowman St. Wooster 44691. 

 

WOOSTER HOPE CENTER: licensed by and supported by the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank, provides 

food, clothing, haircuts and hygiene supplies to over 3500 different families in Wayne County annually. 

Donate by PayPal on the website or by mail with checks payable to Wooster Hope Center at P.O. Box 

1204, Wooster 44691. 

 

TRINITY UCC BREAKFAST PROGRAM; five days a week Trinity United Church of Christ offers breakfast to 

all and is attended by many homeless individuals. Also available at that time is access to various social 

service agencies. Donations can be made to Trinity UCC at 150 E. North St., Wooster 44692 with 

“Breakfast Program” on the memo line. 

   

Many other community agencies can benefit from this kind of holiday cheer. Among them: 

 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF GREATER OHIO: operates 17 health centers throughout Ohio, offering 

reproductive health care services. You can donate online on the website, by phone at 614-224-2235, or 

by mail to Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio, ATTN: Development, 206 East State Street, Columbus 

43215 

 

VIOLA STARTZMAN CLINIC: accredited as a Rural Health Clinic, VSC provides high-quality comprehensive 

medical and dental care, wellness education, medications and related health service at no charge to 

qualifying patients and also accepts patients with Medicaid and other insurance plans. It has a referral 

system with over fifty local specialists who treat VSC patients at low or no cost. Donations can be made 

to Voila Startzman Clinic at 1874 Cleveland Rd. Wooster, 44691. 

  

 

 



 

This Month's Meetings 
Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed 

below prior to the meeting to get the Zoom link. 
 

The Humanist Group: 

• 12/5 The Approaching Climate Change Apocalypse by Lowell Steinbrenner 

• 12/19 No meeting 

• 1/2 No meeting 

• The Holiday Party will be postponed until we can celebrate together in our new building!  

 

Our focus this year is "Assault on Democracy". If you have program ideas to bring to the group please 

contact Jon Sprunger at jonathansprunger@gmail.com. Potential topics include: 

• Voting rights 

• Electoral College 

• Immigration policy 

• Separation of church and state 

• Media influence in political polarization 

• Legislative rewriting of history 

• Critical Race Theory  

• Anything you would like to learn about and share with us! 

 
In December, the Sunday evening book group will hold it's November meeting on the 5th. We will be 

discussing Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann.  We will consider book choices for early 2022. For 

more information contact Bert Bishop at 330-264-5316 or bishop.eleven@gmail.com. 

 
mUUsic check-in Wednesdays at 7pm.  For details contact Sharon Delgadillo 

at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 
Stand Up for Justice: The UUFWC Racial Justice Team would like to invite the members of the 

fellowship to join us on the 4th Sunday of each month from 12 to 1 PM at the Wooster Square. We 

will stand vigil for racial justice. Make your own sign or use signs that are available at the site. Enjoy the 

presence of your UU friends as we stand in solidarity with BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of 

Color). 

 
The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7pm. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so 

newcomers and drop-ins are always welcome. Contact David Paul.  

 
The Women’s Lunch Gathering will take place again at Rachel Derr’s house Tuesday, 12/14 at 

12:30pm. Bring your lunch or just your lovely self. Contact Karen.uufwc@gmail.com with any questions. 

  

See our website for the most current meeting guidelines regarding Covid precautions. 

 

 
 



 

 



 


