
 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: August 2021 

 

 

Upcoming Sunday Services 

Our weekly Worship Services are online on Sunday mornings at 10am, via Zoom. A recording is made 

available through the Google Groups email, later that day. 

 

Our theme for August is “Home” 

August 1st: Belief, Belonging and Beyond [Rev. Walter Clark] 

We all want a place where we fit in, but how does that work in a UU setting where everyone is so 

different? How do we make all of our spiritual differences work together without fighting or demeaning 

each other? Can it be done or is it just a Pollyanna type dream? 

 

August 8th: Living in Covenant – It’s More Than Just a Promise [Steve Cook] 

Interdependence, faithfulness, forgiveness, relationship  – find out what James Luther Adams, Rebecca 

Parker and Fred Rogers have to say about covenantal living. 

 

August 15th: The New Kid [Rev. Walter Clark] 

The first day of Wooster City schools is August 18th. Many old friends will get together and talk about 

there summer experiences, but what about the new kids? As we look to our own re-opening, how do 

we prepare to embrace first time visitors when we are so excited to re-engage with each other? 

 

August 22nd: Are We There Yet? [Rev. Walter Clark] 

Since the country went on lockdown on March 13th, 2020, UUFWC has not meet on campus. While 

other denominations and congregations begin to take steps to meet in person (as UUFWC did on July 

18th!) we are still waiting while the renovations are finishing up. How do we manage our expectations 

for meeting again in person and resuming regular church life? Is that even possible? 

 

August 29th: We Are Home [Rev. Walter Clark] 

Things are so different now. New minister, new building, new ways of interacting! Is anything of the 

way we used to gather going to be the same? What recognizable parts of UUFWC will still be around as 

we begin to transition from pandemic life to post-pandemic life. 
 

 



 

Welcome Clark Family! 

 

Rev. Walter and his family have 

arrived!  Rev. Walter officially starts 

work August 1st.  
  

 

Minister's Meditations   
From Rev. Walter Clark 
 

My thoughts have been on home lately. What make’s someplace home? I have determined that is most 

definitely not stuff. I am surrounded by boxes of all my stuff (half of it unpacked) and it doesn’t make me feel 

at home. If anything, it just makes me feel anxious about all of the things that I need to find a home for 

(Where is that painting going to go? Where will I put my collection of playing cards?) 

 

It’s also been obvious to me that home is not about the building. If it were, I never would have moved. Ever. I 

don’t just mean from Richmond, but from my mother’s house in Erie, PA. That was the first place I called home 

and while it is nice to visit, it is certainly not my home anymore. 

 

So, if home isn’t the stuff and if it isn’t the building, what is it. You are probably saying to yourself that it’s the 

people. Close. While I certainly love my people (my family, my friends, my congregants) they are not 

necessarily my home. They make me feel at home and there is a distinct difference. 

 

For me, home is the feeling of safety and vulnerable. Home is where you can let down all of your pretenses 

and let your true self be without restraint. It is not always pretty. Our true self can be messy and make 

mistakes. It can cranky and snap at the ones we love when we are exhausted, and it can fail to meet 

expectations at the worst times. Home is the place where you can let your flaws be seen and not feel judged. 

A good home, a healthy home, is a place where you can be flawed and still see the beauty that you possess. 

Home is where you can try again over and over and be held in love by those around you who share the same 

home. It doesn’t just allow you to be human, it embraces your humanity and limitations. 

 

Not all of us were lucky enough to grow up in a home like this, but I 

hope most of us have found aspects of that home now. Especially 

at UUFWC. Home is the grace we allow with each other. It is the 

connections we make and the love we cultivate. It isn’t the 

building; it isn’t the hymnals or the coffee mugs. It is the spark of 

the divine that exists between all of us. 

 

I am so looking forward to being a part of this community. I am 

looking forward to coming home. 

  

Rev. Walter Clark (he·him·his) 

Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County 

Cell (804) 512-6690 



 

A Message from the Board 
From Rachel Relle, President of the Board 

 

"The joy of life comes from our encounters with 

new experiences and hence there is no greater 

joy than to have an endlessly changing horizon, for 

each new day to have a new and different 

sun."  Jon Krakauer 

 

I am thrilled for this month's beginning! Over the 

next few months and year we have so much to look forward to!  We are blessed to be welcoming Rev. 

Clark and his entire family to our congregation and communities.  We will be completing and entering 

our new congregational home.  A place where we may reconnect, nurture and grow.  We will look back 

and review who we are, and discuss where we want to be and how we get there.  And while there may 

be times of uncertainty or challenge,  we will face these times with respect, patience and love for our 

congregation and each other. 

 

The Board of Directors is hopeful and excited about all there is to come!  And we encourage each of you 

to participate in this journey with us.  Whether it is through your mind, your voice, your time, your 

spirit... you can help the UUFWC have a beautiful, new and different sun each day.  

 

 

 

'Share the Plate' with CAMO in August 

Each month we will choose an agency that will receive half 

of the donations that are not designated for another 

purpose.  In August, we will share the plate with CAMO. 

CAMO (Central American Medical Outreach, Inc.) is 

a humanitarian organization is to improve the quality of life 

of people in Central America by strengthening health care 

systems and promoting sustainable community development. CAMO provides more than 140, 000 life-

saving services each year to impoverished people who otherwise would not have access to aid. Learn 

more at https://www.camo.org/about-us/ 

 

How do you share the plate?  

• If you write checks, please communicate your intention on the memo line, eg: 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal, in the optional section, choose 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal Giving Fund, you will have to email Anne to designate your contribution. 

[fellowship@uufwc.org].   

  

 

 



Building Expansion News 
From Jo Harper, Building Expansion Committee member, on behalf of Peter Schantz (Committee Chair), 

Gail Woosley (Committee Co-Chair) and Kristin Keating (Committee Co-Chair). 

 

We now have a fully finished retention pond area! The RE wing and sanctuary have all walls, windows, 

and roofs. We are still pending some doors, and the exterior cement board. The HVAC is all roughed in, 

and insulation is going in. Our teams and consultants are choosing interior finishes and finalizing the 

designs of some spaces like the bathrooms, library, and the large group room. 

 

 

 
During August we expect to see, drywall, exterior finishes, site work, and lots of small movement on the 

interior.   

 
 



 

For safety purposes, please keep visits to the UUFWC after construction hours. 

How to stay up to date over the summer: 

• Attend the Sunday service and watch for updates 

• Check out the UUFWC Facebook page 

• Read your newsletter 

• Visit the website 

• Review the Construction Photo Site where new pictures are added weekly. (If you’re unable to 

access it, try using a browser that you don’t normally use, or making sure you’re signed out of 

your browser.)  

 

Points of contact for specific elements of the remodeling and construction process are as follows: 

• Construction with Architect & Construction Manager: Peter Schantz 

• Sanctuary, Lobby, New Bathroom, Coat Space, Parlor: Gail Woosley 

• Kitchen, Library, Flex Room: Kristin Keating 

• RE Wing: Tony Beery & Janice Baxstrom 

• Administrative Spaces: Anne Wilson 

• Landscaping: Jo Harper 

As always, you can also reach out to expansion@uufwc.org! 

 

 

Landscape News  From Ruth Sewell 

 

We will be hosting landscape workdays this Fall, look for days and times soon.  We will be replacing lost 

plants in the Fall.  Do you have plants that you may dig, divide, and share?  Please send their names to 

Ruth Sewell at RESewell@aol.com so she can incorporate them in our plans.  We are looking for native 

plants.  If you are unsure, we can figure it out for you. 

 

 

Lifespan Religious Exploration  From Johanna Harper, Committee Chair 

 

Hello friends! 

 

Come join us at the Barnes Preserve pavilion in small group fellowship on Saturday, August 21 at 

10:00am. 

 

We hope you can join us! No registration is needed, just drop in if you’re available. If the pavilion parking 

lot is full, there’s a gravel parking lot a short distance away. 

 

Soul Matters, which provides much of our small group curriculum, has put together a series aimed at 

reconnection as we begin to come back together intentionally. These will be provided to covenant 

groups later in the year as the building is completed and we return from our outdoor summers. Looking 

forward to seeing you!   



Children & Youth Religious Exploration 

From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

 

Hello to All at UUFWC from the RE Community, 

As I write this it is just past the mid-summer mark.  I am realizing that for the first time in 26 years 

we do not have school age children.  Twenty-six years of late summer rituals are gone. It feels like 

my summer has finally been given it’s rightful time span to fully live on into September!  I am not 

nostalgic yet.  I’m too delighted at the new possibilities to be yearning for school shopping, new 

teachers, forms, fundraising, and extracurricular activities. And, I am no longer a part of that 

community. My relationship with the attendance secretary is over. I am not going to hear any more 

about her weekends with her grand kids. When I drive by, it’s all happening without me. It is just a 

passage of a life stage that is a common experience to many of us. Yet, going through it can feel 

disorienting. 

Our community of UUs is different.  This is a community that holds all of us in all of our life stages 

and all of our areas of interests. As Paula Cole Jones calls it, it is a community of communities. We 

celebrate all of them as part of the rich diversity of souls that we connect with in our faith of 

universal love as we build our Beloved Community.  That is significant when I think about how we 

direct our time, talents, love, and treasure to activities in our lives. This community is ongoing 

though our individual location within it may change over time. And we support it with those 

resources in an ongoing way accordingly. 

 

Our various communities under the big tent of UUFWC have worked very hard to stay in touch this 

past year and a half with varying levels of success.  At the same time, our relationships between 

our communities may have been more difficult to maintain due to our physical separation. That 

web  of connection may have become a little ragged in spots. However, at the heart of it we are 

really a community of those smaller communities and they have interdependent relationships we 

will have to nurture as we return as well.  

 

The Religious Exploration Community is one of those communities here. I have had an opportunity 

to work with many wonderful individuals, adults and children, who lovingly invited me in to lead 

that community in this past year. Now, I am so looking forward to learning more about our 

relationships with the other communities in the congregation and how we fit together, what our 

common interests may be, and how the RE community works as part of the whole. I invite your 

community(s) at UUFWC to keep RE in mind and how you might connect a thread of relationship 

between your purpose and RE. Consider how that connection might enrich the members of the RE 

community and your community as we build the Beloved Community together. 

 

As we move slowly into this time of repairing some connections and creating new ones between 

our communities please feel free to reach out to me if you have an idea and I encourage you to be 

open to advances from the RE community to you. My contact is dre@uufwc.org. 
 

 





 

Summer Religious Exploration 

 

Hooray! We have gotten approval to meet outdoors for 

Summer Fun for the K-6 crowd! 

 

We will meet from 10-11:30 am on Sunday August 1 & 

15 

 

Caregivers, register your children HERE one week in advance: 

https://forms.gle/ryJHuwHUjDqCBcqy8 

 

Our goal is reconnecting and having fun while keeping it simple. 

• We will be meeting outdoors at the Fellowship. 

• Everyone will wear a mask at all times. 

• There will not be any indoor activities if the weather is inclement.  No rain dates are 

currently scheduled. 

Questions can be directed to Jenni at dre@uufwc.org 

 

 

Youth Community 

 

From Youth Ministries Coordinator, Jessica Eikleberry 

 

Busy schedules kept us apart in July but school, and more 

regular schedules, will kick back in later this month. I hope 

everyone is squeezing the most out of their summer. I look 

forward to hearing all about what you did (or didn't do) and 

seeing your tanned faces again soon!  

 

Please put Sunday, August 29th on your schedules for our 

next gathering.  I will be in touch via Remind with more 

info.  To join, text @uufwc to 81010 or go 

to: https://www.remind.com/join/uufwc 

 

Regular RE will start up in September.  Info on what to expect from the upcoming church year will be out 

later this month. 

 

Any questions? Get in touch with Jessica at YMC@UUFWC.org/330-347-7183. 

 



 

Music News 

Join us for the mUUsic Reunion to kick off rehearsals! 

August 14 starting at 5:00 at the home of Barb Moore 

If you are considering joining choir or folk orchestra, this would be a good 

time to attend!  In compliance with the Safety Reopening Committee, 

participants must be vaccinated.  We are also limiting attendees to 

participants only to limit group size.  For details contact Sharon Delgadillo 

at music.director@uufwc.org.

 

Nice weather brings outdoor Folk Orchestra rehearsals!  We are currently going to different homes to 

practice on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  Some even come with a built-in audience!  If you would like to 

join the outdoor, social distanced rehearsals, contact Sharon. Naturally, the rehearsals are weather 

dependent.

 

We need special music for our Sunday virtual meetings! It is so heartwarming to see one another 

making music! If you are willing to gift us with your talent, please contact Sharon Delgadillo and many 

thanks to those of you that have shared your gifts! 

 

Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

 

Membership News 

From Membership Coordinator, Karen Skubik 

 

GREETERS NEEDED: The membership 

committee is starting to think about greeting 

for when we return to in-person services, but 

EVERYONE should give this some thought 

since greeting is more than opening the door 

and handing out Orders of Service on 

Sundays.  Greeting is reaching out and being 

welcoming.  Greeting is listening to others and caring about their needs…….not just when people arrive, 

but after the service and beyond. 

  

We can ALL do our part to greet those who come to the UUFWC, but we are looking for a few more 

scheduled greeters.  If you are interested in becoming an official greeter, please contact Cherrill Wertz 

at tcwertz@frontier.com or 330-465-1364.  We’ll be doing some training in the upcoming months. 

 



 

Social Action in Action 
Submitted by Betty Schuler 

 

The UUFWC has been a member of the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee (UUSC) for more than twenty years. Annual 

dues are $1 per Fellowship member and are paid out of the 

Social Action Committee budget ($189 in 2021). UUSC was 

formed during World War II by a Massachusetts UU minister, 

Waitstill Sharp and his wife Martha who smuggled Jews and 

other dissidents fleeing the Nazis out of Czechoslovakia. There 

is a Ken Burns documentary, Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ 

War, which tells their story. 

 

On returning to the U.S. they formalized their mission as the UUSC. Today, the UUSC has developed 

initiatives around three main issues: Central American migrant justice; climate justice; and crisis 

response. 

 

Central American Migrant Justice: thousands of Central American families have been displaced or forced 

to flee their homes due to violence, persecution and corruption. These families seek asylum in Mexico or 

the U.S., often following what is known as the “migrant trail”. The UUSC partners with community-led 

organizations along the “migrant trail” to provide support throughout the process of relocation. This can 

be working with grassroots organizations that are providing food, clothing and shelter or providing legal 

support to those seeking asylum in Mexico. In the U.S the focus is on advocating for an immigration 

system that centers on compassion. Another aspect of the UUSC strategy is to address the root causes of 

forced displacement in Central America to prevent the need for escape. 

Climate Justice: Indigenous communities in low-lying areas are experiencing the first effects of climate 

crisis. Their lands, water and cultures are being threatened by rising sea levels, drought, and saltwater 

moving into fresh water sources. The UUSC believes that indigenous solutions are needed to address the 

climate crisis. They partner with tribes in Alaska, Louisiana and Pacific island nations to support the 

needs the tribes themselves identify. It also amplifies the calls of their partners in demanding that 

governments take meaningful actions to address the climate-forced displacement that is already 

happening around the world. 

Crisis Response: The UUSC responds to select natural and human made disasters by partnering with 

those whose access is most limited, supporting front-line communities through locally-led grassroots 

organizations who are best positioned to respond because they are from the affected communities and 

know their needs. 

In addition to the UUFW membership, you can also become an individual member of the UUSC either on-

line, by mail or phone: info@uusc.org; 689 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139; 617-868-6600. 

 

 



 

"All Things Green" Submitted by Betty Schuler 

FREE COMMUNITY SHRED DAY: at Wooster Buehler’s Milltown, Saturday, August 14, 2021, 9am – 

noon.  All paper except newspapers, phone books, magazines & books. Small staples and paperclips do 

not have to be removed. 

  

WIND FARM BECOMES OPERATIONAL IN OHIO: Scioto Ridge Wind 

Farm, a new 250 megawatt wind farm, is up and running in Hardin 

and Logan counties. It includes 75 turbines and should create enough 

electricity to power the equivalent of 60,000 homes a year. Scioto 

Ridge joins other utility-scale wind farms in Ohio. Six of them are 

located in Paulding County and one in Hardin County. Two others 

have been approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board, but are not yet 

built.  from Farm & Dairy 6/17/21 

 

SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER TO BUILD THIRD FACILITY: solar panel 

manufacturer First Solar announced plans to build a third facility in 

northwest Ohio which will double the company’s U.S. manufacturing 

capacity and create about 500 jobs. With the addition of this new 

facility, First Solar will have the largest fully vertically integrated solar manufacturing complex outside of 

China. The company is headquartered in Arizona, but all of its U.S. manufacturing facilities are in Wood 

County just outside of Toledo. It is the largest manufacturer of solar panels in the country.  from Farm & 

Dairy 6/17/21 

 

 

August's Anniversaries 

Gail & Bill Carter 

Kristin & Adam Keating 

Anne Wilson & Jay Klemme 

Birthdays 

Kelly Chandler 

Ruth Sewell 

Chelsea Churpek 

Maya Foltz 

Leo Meade 

Nate Chandler 

Carol Noel 

Scott Gross 

Georgia Jaeb 

Joanne Kufchak 

 

 



 

This Month's Meetings 
Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed below prior to 

the meeting to get the Zoom link. 

 

The Humanist Group: Summer is rolling right along and our first meeting on September 19 is just over 

the horizon!  In preparation we are asking that you watch the two documentaries "The Great Hack" and 

"The Social Dilemma" (both are on Netflix) ; we are planning to discuss how social media shapes the 

partisan divide, misinformation, and our democracy at our September 19 Zoom meeting.  This will begin 

our focus of "Assault on Democracy". 

 

If you have program ideas to bring to the group please contact Jon Sprunger 

at jonathansprunger@gmail.com. 

 

Reminders and Zoom meeting links will be sent out to the Humanist email group on the Wednesday and 

Saturday before each meeting. (If you are not on the email list but would like to be added, please send 

your email address to sherri.goch@gmail.com.)

 
The Sunday Evening Book group will meet on Sunday, August 1st at 6pm at the home of Susan 

English.  Call her for details on the meeting and picnic at 330-347-8155.  We will continue regular 

meetings on September 19 and discuss "How to be Human" by Jerry Flemming.  Contact Bert 

Bishop at bishop.eleven@gmail.com for further information.

 
Join us for the mUUsic Reunion August 14th at 5pm at the home of Barb Moore.  If you are considering 

joining choir or folk orchestra, this would be a good time to attend!  In compliance with the Safety 

Reopening Committee, participants must be vaccinated.  We are also limiting attendees to participants 

only to limit group size. For details contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org.

 
Outdoor Folk Orchestra rehearsals Wednesdays at 7pm.  If you would like to join the outdoor, social 

distanced rehearsals, contact Sharon at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 
Stand Up for Justice: The UUFWC Racial Justice Team would like to invite the members of the 

fellowship to join us on the 4th Sunday of each month from 12 to 1 PM at the Wooster Square. We 

will stand vigil for racial justice. Make your own sign or use signs that are available at the site. Enjoy the 

presence of your UU friends as we stand in solidarity with BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of 

Color).

 
The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7pm. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so 

newcomers and drop-ins are always welcome. Contact David Paul. 

 
The UU Women’s Lunch Group will gather on the second Tuesday of the month as usual in 

August.  Come join us at Freedlander Park in the pavilion closest to the UUFWC at 12:30 pm rain or 

shine.  Bring a lunch or just come to chat.  Contact Karen.uufwc@gmail.com with questions. 

  

To see our in-person meeting guidelines, click here.  All in-person meetings will stop in the event 

that Wayne County’s status moves to “red” on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System. 

 



 



 


