
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: February 2021 
 

 

Upcoming Sunday Services 

Our weekly Worship Services are on line on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m., via Zoom. A recording is made 

available through the Google Groups email, later that day. 

 

Our theme for February is “Beloved Community” 

February 7th    “My Favorite Famous Unitarian: Adlai Stevenson” [Rev. Jennie preaching] 

Unitarian Adlai Stevenson, whose birthday was February 5th, ran for President of the United States twice, in 

1952 and 1956. He did not win either time, and that was a long time ago. But his vision for America is still 

relevant today. He believed, not in isolationism, but in “constructive and realistic internationalism.” He helped to 

establish the United Nations. And he believed that nations should be interested and engaged in each other’s 

affairs, and should work together to prevent and solve the world problems they have in common. 

  

February 14th   “UUFWC - Hearts Connected” [Rev. Jennie and the Stewardship Team] 

This service will lift up, in joyful and inspiring ways, UUFWCers’ experiences during the pandemic that have kept 

our hearts connected caringly to one another. And it will be fun! Count on a hilarious skit by our beloved “Stew 

Crew.” 

  

February 21st   “What the animals, Birds, and plants tell us”  [Ivie Sorkin, Commissioned Lay Minister, 

preaching] 

On the lighter side of things ,What we see in the wild and our backyards, can be inspiring and informative.  

  

February 28th  " Putting Ideas into Action"  [Gail Woosley, Commissioned Lay Minister, preaching] 

How we conceptualize ideas and dreams and make them a reality in our UU community. 



 

  

 

Minister's Mediation 
 

“Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. That even 

as we grieved, we grew. That even as we hurt, we hoped; 

that even as we tired, we tried; that we’ll forever be tied 

together, victorious.” [Amanda Gorman, Youth Poet 

Laureate, from her Poem, “The Hill We Climb,” for the 

Presidential Inauguration, January 2021]    

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

  

As I write, Inauguration Day was only a few days ago; we are only about three weeks into the New Year. Yet 

many of the events of this new year have seemed to come at us like a firehose, too rapidly and too jarringly to 

fully process. If this new year and the inauguration of our new President and Vice President have brought you 

joy, you are not alone. Many people share that sense of elation with you. But if you cannot yet feel joy--  If you 

feel stunned, and weary of spirit, if you cannot completely embrace relief yet, if you suddenly begin sobbing, 

and if you still feel jumpy and edgy when you hear commentators say that “the President” just did or said 

something (because your brain calls forth the image of the former one, rather than the new one), then you are 

not alone. Our nation’s government these past four years has been corrupt; it has even been cruel. This new 

year may still be young, but its harrowing events have wrought a rollercoaster of emotions. When “wrought” is 

used as an adjective, as when it describes metal, it means, “beaten out or shaped by hammering.” The day 

and evening of January 20th were, as the Bill Withers song charmingly proclaims, a “Lovely Day.” But our 

nation’s Inauguration Day feels like it was beaten out and shaped by hammering. 

  

We’re all just going to need some more time to adjust to all of this. We’re going to need some more time for 

our emotions to level out, for our frayed nerves to grow strong again, for our weary spirits to heal. In the 

meantime, what helps is to look to the children. You have been telling me that what’s been helpful to you is to 

spend time with children, youth, and young adults, listening to their insights, experiencing their optimism, 

talking about core values and principles with them, and learning from the example of the way they live their 

lives. Spending time with children helps me give myself permission to make time for recreation, play, being out 

of doors, and even delight. I hope that you will give yourselves permission to make time for those things, too. 

And watching the Inauguration Day presentation by Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman helped me give my 

spirit permission to feel both hurt and hope, both weariness and motivation, both grief and a sense of renewal. 

I could not be more proud of her and her Inaugural Poem. In spite of everything, she is holding out optimism 

for our nation. As, together, we take these first tentative steps onto the new ground of a new year, let us live 

so as to make the children, youth, and young adults proud. 

  

In faith, your Interim Minister, Rev Jennie  
 

 



 

Share the Plate 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the Headstart at Christmas.  We were 

immensely grateful for your generosity. It showed us that we could be supportive 

despite the pandemic.  

  

When we were together, we designated one Sunday a month to collect for a social 

services agency.   

  

Since we hold online services, we will try something different, we will 'share the plate' monthly.   

 

Each month we will designate an agency that will receive half of the donations that are not designated for 

another purpose.  In February, we will share the plate with NAMI/ Mocha House.   

  

Why half?  Unfortunately, our budget assumes that we have undesignated donations such as the cash in the 

offering plate.  Since we aren't passing the plate, we are not contributing to the community. This new program 

will benefit both the Fellowship and the local social agencies.  

  

How do you share the plate?   

• If you write checks, please communicate your intention on the memo line, eg: 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal, in the optional section, choose 'share the plate'. 

• If you use Paypal Giving Fund, you will have to email Anne to designate your contribution. 

[fellowship@uufwc.org].   

 

 

Hearts Connected 

UUFWC Annual Pledge Drive 
Although we haven't seen each other face to face in almost a year, our hearts remain connected! We continue 

to show our commitment to and love for our community in many ways - from Zoom services, to RE pageants, 

to virtual social events, to the amazing support for our ministerial search and building expansion endeavors. 

 

Now we need your support for the Annual Pledge Drive! 

Our 2021-2022 pledge goal is $265,000. 
 

You will soon receive information on how to contribute to the UUFWC Annual Pledge Drive in the mail along 

with a sweet little surprise!  Please note that new pledges begin in July 2021. 

 

The pledge form can be found here: https://form.jotform.com/210104275909148 

  

With love and gratitude, The Stewardship Team: Mary Wicks, Danni Schantz, Bonnie Groop, Tony Beery, 

Gene Barnes and Scot Armstrong. 



 

A word from your Ministerial Search Team 

GOT QUESTIONS? Here are answers to questions we’ve been hearing from you: 

 

What has the team been doing?  Reading! We had 16 applications (369 pages) to read and evaluate plus 

their websites and sample sermons, including videos. 

 

So, do any look like a good fit?  YES! As this newsletter goes to print, we are conducting 

zoom interviews with 7 applicants who have the qualities that you said are important in our 

next minister. 

 

What’s the next step?  We will choose the top 3 applicants for pre-candidating 

weekends. The search team will have a chance to observe the minister’s service, including 

the sermon, at a neutral pulpit and then meet with them for more in depth conversations. 

 

Uh . . . what’s a neutral pulpit? A UU congregation in which the applicant is not known and is introduced as 

the ‘guest minister’ for that Sunday. 

 

Can we meet the pre-candidates or attend their service?  Nope. In order to protect confidentiality, only the 

search team can know their identity. 

 

So when do we get to meet someone?!  The search team will invite the top candidate to join our 

congregation for ‘Candidating Week’, which is currently planned for April 25-May 2. Everyone will have the 

opportunity to hear 2 sermons and have chances for small group interactions with the candidate. 

 

Sounds like lots of meetings, what about social distancing? All interviews and pre-candidating weekends 

are taking place via zoom. We expect Candidating Week to be virtual too. 

 

When do I get to vote?  May 2, following the second sermon members of the 

congregation will vote on whether to call the minister. If you’re not a member but want to 

vote, you will need to commit by signing the membership book. Contact Karen Skubik 

(karen.uufwc@gmail.com) for more information. 

  

Ministerial Search Team: Danni Schantz (chair), Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth Sewell, Dan 

Stavnezer, John Waldman, Mary Wicks 

 

February's Birthdays: 
Don Curie 

Emily Curie 

Juan Gross 

Lee Simpson 

Marge Thomas 

Peg Redinbaugh 

Tyler Keating 

  



 

Building Expansion News: From Jo Harper, Building Expansion Committee 

member, on behalf of Peter Schantz (Committee Chair), Gail Woosley (Committee Co-Chair) and 
Kristin Keating (Committee Co-Chair). 
 
Happy February! 
 
The fence is done! It looks beautiful. 
 
Campbell Construction (our Construction Manager) received the final drawings from our architect in mid-
January, and is purchasing supplies. Once we have some details on the materials, they will send us a 
construction timeline. We’ll share that here. 
 
Permits are approved! 
 
We’ve established points of contact for specific elements of the remodeling and construction process, and 
they are as follows: 

• Construction with Architect & Construction Manager - Peter Schantz 

• Sanctuary, Lobby, New Bathroom, Coat Space, Parlor - Gail Woosley 

• Kitchen, Library, Flex Room - Kristin Keatings 

• RE Wing - Tony Beery & Janice Baxstrom 

• Administrative Spaces - Anne Wilson & Rev. Jennie Barrington 

• Landscaping - Jo Harper 

These are great people to reach out to if you have specific questions about, ideas for, or concerns on the 

above areas 

. 

As always, you can also reach out to expansion@uufwc.org, we appreciate every single thought! 

 

 

Membership News 
Thank you to all who attended our 3rd virtual Wine, Cheese and 

Conversation Event. 

 

Our conversation starter questions followed a theme of “new 

beginnings”.  So, in our breakout rooms we learned about each other’s 

aspirations for 2021, converting a school bus to a RV, growing unusual 

plants, childhood friendships, home projects…..and lots of off-topic 

sharing!  Our time was filled with fun and laughter – just what we needed! 

  

Questions?  Contact Karen at Karen.uufwc@gmail.com 
  

 

 



 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
From Johanna Harper, Committee Chair 
 
Hello friends! 
 
Our Winter 2021 bingo card is live! (A copy is included with this newsletter and you can also find it on the 
website.) 
 
Come play with us – make sure you send your completed copy to Jo Harper johannahharper@gmail.com or 
return it to the blue bin at the fellowship. 
 
We are also adding a way to connect with others as you walk through some of these – keep an eye on the 
Friday email! 
 

“To become is a life long process. 

Nothing is constant, 

not even the self. 

We evolve in the midst of narratives meant only 

for some 

and ways of being made narrow by fear and 

power. 

We must, then, have the courage to listen to the 

truth of our own lives, 

to the wisdom that comes from within – 

responding without resistance or need to 

control, 

but with welcome and curiosity. 

 

This is what ensures our becoming is an 

unfolding 

of our truest self. 

This lifelong labor cannot be carried out alone. It 

requires help 

from friends, and lovers, family, and creaturely 

companions 

who bear witness to what makes us come alive. 

And say to us, “Listen. Look. Feel. Pay attention 

to that.” 

  

    - Litany for Becoming by enfleshed 

 

 

Children & Youth RE Schedule 
 Earth Spirits is for children in kindergarten to second grade 

  * Gather at 8:55am on 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

Extra Extreme Explorers (EEE) is for children in 3rd to 5th 

grade    * Gather at 8:55am on  2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

Crossing Paths is for 6th to 12th grade 

  * Gather at 10am on most Sunday mornings, contact Jess ymc@uufwc.org for the specific schedule 

 

Changemakers is for Youth in grades 9 to 12    * Gather at 11:15am on 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

 Jenni & Jessica send weekly RE updates to Youth & Families with additional information. CLICK 

HERE to subscribe to those emails if you are not getting them already or contact Jenni or Jess.  

 



 

Poetry of Activism –  

Activism of Poetry 
From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

  

Hello Dear UUFWC Families, 

  

I, like many people, was really moved by the power of 

the poetry that was given to our country by Amanda 

Gorman at the inauguration last month. Until recent 

years, I thought that poetry was just not for me. When 

I began to discover some modern poets that really 

spoke to me, I marveled that poetry was very 

“different” than I thought it was supposed to be. My 

personal experience has shown me that often poetry 

is not accessible to kids because we teach structure 

and rights and wrongs and push well worn “truths” 

from well worn poetry instead of finding a way to let 

them discover the poetry “truths” of their own time 

and their own voices.  

 

I’m glad that Amanda Gorman has given a loud voice 

to her activism and shown what modern, activist 

poetry can look and sound like. I want to share a 

piece from a collection that I have purchased for our 

church library. Woke: A Young Poet’s Call to 

Justice. You may borrow it from Clevnet and preview 

some of it here.  Here is an excerpt by Jason 

Reynolds from the Forward of the book: 

 

It has given me a lot to think about the different ways 

that activism is embodied. It makes me think of the 

words which are attributed to twentieth century mystic and prophet Dr. Howard Thurman that I have shared 

with UU bridging youth in the past: “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you 

come alive and then go do that. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” When Dr. 

Thurman reminds us not to ask what the world needs, it is because we cannot right every wrong. We can seek 

instead our own truths through which we find the courage to change what we can. We can reach to both our 

Unitarian Universalist values and principles, to our history and faith tradition, and to those writing the story with 

us. What a force we can be if we’ve all come alive! What a gift we give when we model that for our children 

and encourage that in them. 

  

In Peace and Love, 

Jenni 

 



 

Youth Community News 
The Youth Community has decided that our annual Cocoa House tradition must continue despite (in spite?) of 

the pandemic!  This year's show will be in an online format, of course, so we are calling it... 

 

Co-COVID House 2021 
AND we want YOU to be part of the show! 

WHO: Children, Youth, & Families/Groups are invited to 

submit a performance. 

WHAT: Share your talents, skits, poetry...whatever 

inspires you!  Just have fun & be yourself! (Videos 

should be no more than 5 minutes.) 

WHEN: Upload your videos or email them to Jessica 

at YMC@UUFWC.org by 3/1. 

BONUS: Anyone who submits a video is entered into a 

drawing to win fabulous prizes! 

  

All are welcome to join us for a live watch party 
on 3/13 @7pm 

 

 
What would Cocoa House be without COOKIES 

(and COCOA!)  

Go to https://form.jotform.com/210312404593142 or contact Jessica to 

order a cookie/cocoa tray to enjoy while you watch the show.  Please 

order by 3/1.  Orders can be picked up from UU or delivered (inside 

Wooster).  

 

All funds raised from this year’s event will go to UUFWC Social Action & General Fund. 

 

Can you help?  We are looking for donations of "no contact" prizes for the children/youth who participate in 

the show.  Things like books, crafts, or gift certificates to local shops preferred.  No classes or in person 

events, please.  Contact Jessica if you have something you can donate! 

  

Any questions? Get in touch with Jessica at YMC@UUFWC.org / 330-347-7183. 

 



 

Music News 
 

 

 

We need special music for our Sunday virtual meetings! It is so heartwarming to see one another making 

music! If you are willing to gift us with your talent, please contact Sharon Delgadillo and many thanks to those 

of you that have shared your gifts! 

 

Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

Library News   

From Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

The book described below is new to the Fellowship’s library.  The 
descriptive quote is from the website of inSpirit:  UUA Bookstore and Gift 

Shop. 

  
THE MEASURE OF OUR LIVES:  A GATHERING OF WISDOM    By 

Toni Morrison 813.54 Morr 2019 
  

“This inspirational book juxtaposes quotations, one to a page, drawn from 

Toni Morrison’s entire body of work, both fiction and nonfiction – from The Bluest Eye to God Help the Child, 
from Playing in the Dark to The Source of Self-Regard – to tell a story of self-actualization.  It aims to evoke the 

totality of Toni Morrison’s vision. 
 

Its compelling sequence of flashes of revelation – stunning for their linguistic originality, keenness of psychological 
observation, and philosophical profundity – addresses issues of abiding interest in Morrison’s work:  the reach of 

language for the ineffable; transcendence through imagination; the self and its discontents; the vicissitudes of love; 

the whirligig of memory; the singular power of women; the original American sin of slavery; the bankruptcy of racial 
oppression; the complex humanity and art of black people.  The Measure of Our Lives brims with elegance of style 

and mind and moral authority.” 

 



 

February: The month of Love! 

What Valentine’s Day can teach us about Leadership 

From the Leadership Development Team, Debbie Barnes, Chair 

 

Saint Valentine's Day is the day of love. Celebrated on February 14th, it is a celebration of romantic 

love, friendship, and admiration for each other. Whether you celebrate Valentine's Day or not, our ability 

to love has connected humans for centuries - from Roman time to today. 

  

As we think about what Valentine's Day means to each of us, also think about what Valentine's Day teaches 

us about Leadership. You may say, “What does Leadership have to do with Valentine's Day?” Here are 3 

things they have in common: 

1. Passion and Desire: Any great leader needs passion and desire for the work they do. If the leader 

has passion and desire, the people they lead will be inspired with the same.  

2. Treat people well: Be kind, generous and caring. Treating people well inspires them to treat others 

the same.  

3. Show appreciation: Show your appreciation for those you lead. Let them know you see what 

they’re doing. Showing appreciation creates loyal team members. 

You may think of other ways that the “Day of Love” and leadership are similar. Use them in your role as leader 

and see the difference it may make in people's lives. 

  

One last tidbit about Valentine’s Day that I bet you didn’t know: The first Valentine’s Day card dates to 1415 

when the Duke of Orleans sent a card to his wife while he was a prisoner in the Tower of London. 

  

I hope Valentine’s Day brings all of you, passion and desire, kindness, generosity, caring and 

Appreciation! 

  

Reference: “Empowering young leaders with the tools to thrive in a hectic world” by Joseph La Londe. 

 

 

 

 



Social Action In Action 
 

Submitted by Betty Schuler 

  

HEADSTART HOLIDAY PROJECT: Our traditional Adopt-a- 

Class project was stymied by COVID-19. In its place, a collection 

of funds for equipment and projects for the Headstart classes 

themselves was initiated. $895 was collected which will go a long 

way to benefit the children in those classes. Thanks to all who 

were able to contribute. 

WOOSTER INTERFAITH JUSTICE COMMITTEE is composed of 

members from faith communities in Wooster and Wayne County 

and is supported by the UUFWC Social Action Committee which has several members serving on the 

committee and on its working groups. The Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee does the following: 

1. Shares information about member congregations’ peace, justice and social concerns ministries 

and events; 

2. Supports and encourage each others’ projects, at times collaborating and combining resources; 

3. Works on common projects that meet specific needs in our community; 

4. Co-sponsors local initiatives and public events; 

5. Advocates as people of faith for public policies that move our community toward great justice; 

6. Learns from each other how our justice ministries are related to our different faith traditions. 

The committee has working groups which address specific community needs and collaborate with other 

community groups and agencies sharing these concerns.  Currently the groups are: 

• Climate Change - collects and shares information on local environmental concern such as 

recycling and sustainable energy practices in Wooster and Wayne County and encourages local 

officials to enhance these efforts. It collaborates with the local branch of the Citizens Climate Lobby. 

• Behind Bars & Beyond – provides support and friendship to our fellow citizens returning 

from incarceration, informs the wider community about criminal justice issues and advocates 

for reforms in criminal justice policy.  It collaborates with the Wayne/Holmes Reentry Coalition and 

the NAACP Criminal Justice Committee. 

• Housing and Homelessness – encourages local congregations to provide food and hygiene items to 

the Trinity Breakfast Program. Works to educate the community about homelessness. Is planning 

additional facilities to help house unsheltered people. It collaborates with the Wooster 

Homelessness Task Force. 



 

In addition to the projects of the working groups, the Committee as a whole has recently focused on the 

situation of immigrants in Wayne County and issues raised by the Black Lives Matter movement. 

 

The Interfaith Justice Committee meets on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 pm in St. Nicholas Hall 

at St. James Episcopal Church.  During the Pandemic it meets via Zoom. Working groups have their own 

meeting schedules. For more information contact Susan Figge at 330-262-6242 or  susan.figge@gmail.com. 

 

 

All Things GREEN 

Submitted by Betty Schuler 
WINTER SALT & STORM DRAINS Snow, ice and storm water 

can be a difficult balancing act between cost, safety, and 

environmental impact. On one hand, without salt, sidewalks and 

driveways can become dangerously slick when freezing weather 

hits. On the other hand, salt used on our roads, driveways and 

sidewalks can have a dangerous effect on our water quality. REMEMBER: 

1. Salt before the ice – it’s always easier to prevent than de-ice. Salt applied before a storm that is 

likely to produce a layer of ice is easily more effective than salt applied after, on top of the ice. 

2. Use the minimum amount of deicer. It’s only supposed to break the bond to make shoveling 

easier.  

3. Check the temperature – if it’s really cold outside, and the ice is already set on the ground, your 

salt may not work, so applying more won’t help. Each type of salt has a different temperature. Most 

salts stop working completely at 15 degrees. 

4. Less can be more - use a hand-held spreader to help apply a consistent layer across the surface. 

A successful rate for rock salt is about a handful per square yard. Excessive use is wasteful, 

increases costs, and has an environmental cost. 

From Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District 



 

This Month's Meetings 
 

Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed 

below prior to the meeting to get the Zoom link. 

 

During the 2020-21 year the Humanist Group will be focusing on the topic of American Exceptionalism 

and inequality, looking at such topics as race, gender, wealth disparity, economics, voting, education, 

healthcare, the legal system, and climate change. We hope you will join us during our discussions, and 

PLEASE if a particular topic interests you, volunteer to research and present to our group. We value and need 

your input! Contact Janice at jtbaxstrom@yahoo.com or Jon Sprunger at jonathansprunger@gmail.com. We 

still have openings on our calendar in  April, and May! 

• 2/7 Climate Change: The Carbon Dividend Act of 2019 presented by Peter Boyer 

• 2/14 Cross Country Bicycle Touring presented by Phil Grimm 

The Zoom meeting links will be sent out to the Humanist email group on the Wednesday and Saturday before 

each meeting. (If  you are not on the email list but would like to be included, please send your email address 

to sherri.goch@gmail.com.)

 

The Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group will meet this month on February 21st at 7pm via 

Zoom. We will discuss "Caste: The Origins of our Discontent" by Isabel Wilkerson. Contact Bert Bishop 

at bishop.eleven@gmail.com for further information.

 

Join us for the UU Virtual Choir and Folk Orchestra Wednesdays at 7:00pm. 

Anyone interested is welcome to join us.  Don’t feel so tech savvy?  No worries, you will be trained from 

beginning to end!  Questions? Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org.

 

The UUFWC Racial Justice Team would like to invite the members of the fellowship to join us on the 

4th Sunday of each month from 12 to 1 PM at the Wooster Square. We will stand vigil for the Black Lives 

Matter protest. Make your own sign, or use signs that are available at the site. Enjoy the presence of your UU 

friends as we stand in solidarity with BIPOC.

 

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7:00pm. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and 

drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul. 

 

The Women’s Lunch Group meets for virtual lunches on the second Tuesday at 12:30 for 

socializing. Contact Karen Skubik at karen.uufwc@gmail.com.  

 

To see our in-person meeting guidelines, click here.  All in-person meetings will stop in the event 

that Wayne County’s status moves to “red” on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System. 

 





 



 



 


