
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: October 2020 
 

Upcoming Sunday Services 
Join us for Sunday service, online, at 10am 

  
Our Monthly theme for October is “Deep Listening” 

  
October 4th “Work and Rest – The Rhythm of our Lives” [Sermon by the Rev. Cathy Bowers; used with her 
permission] Our lives are more than our work. This sermon will include ways we can cultivate a balance between 
work and rest, and find time for stillness, and the renewal of our souls. [Inez Bird, Worship Associate, Preaching. 
Worship Associate: Gail Woosley] [The Beyond Categorical Thinking worship service previously scheduled for today 
has been postponed.] 
  
October 11th “How to help Someone who is Grieving (including yourself)” [Rev. Jennie 
preaching] Processing grief is what Rev. Jennie is most frequently asked for help with. Often the loss was more 
than a year ago. Sometimes a loved-one has lost someone and the person requesting help wants to help them. This 
service will include some helpful things you can do for yourself, or suggest to others, to get through a time of loss 
well. [Worship Associate: Tim Breiner] 
  
October 18th “Envisioning Living in a New Way” [Rev. Jennie preaching] Recently, Rev. Jennie recalled the 
wisdom and caring we received from our Transitions Coach, the Joan Van Becelaere, when she visited us on March 

8th. Rev. Jennie then found the recorded of that service in the Fellowship’s library. Rev. Joan counselled us that, 
though we are in emotional and uncertain times, we are in process of envisioning a new way to live and “do church.” 
This service will reflect on some of that caring wisdom from Rev. Joan. [Worship Associate: Stacy Klemme] 
  
October 25th “Samhain: Reverence, Redemption, and Transformation” [Sue Kandel, Sharon Delgadillo, Ivie 
Sorkin, and the Pagan Group] Samhain is a sacred time to honor the lives of all those who have come before us 
and where the past is woven into the forefront. This is a time where the world of the living blends with the realms of 
the dead and through this we find hope, solace, and wisdom to move into the future. [Worship Associate: Ivie 
Sorkin] 
  

 

Minister's Mediation 
“Whenever you find tears in your eyes, especially unexpected tears, it is well to pay the closest 

attention. They are not only telling you something about the secret of who you are, but, more often 

than not, God is speaking to you through them of the mystery of where you have come from, and is 

summoning you to where you should go next.” [Frederick Buechner] 

  



Dear Members and Friends, 

  

We are in a season of recalling some things that were useful to us back in early March, but which have been 

out of our sight for several months, because we set them aside, or tucked them away, when the pandemic hit. 

For me, two of those recollections were my favorite sweaters, and a one-of-a-kind CD. 

  

A few Sunday mornings ago was the first day I needed to put a sweater on. That morning I searched around 

my home a bit, but I could hardly find any of my sweaters. I went about my day anyway and, a few hours later, 

I remembered! In late winter I had bought two ottomans. They are basically storage cubes that are just more 

attractive because they are upholstered. Since I have been working from home so much, they have served as 

handy tables. On that chilly Sunday I suddenly pictured all of my favorite sweaters, nestled together in the 

ottomans, where I had put them away months ago. It was a comforting, colorful, and cozy recollection. We 

have been through turbulent and tearful times together. Yet my sweaters were still there waiting to be worn 

again, right where I had left them. 

  

My second recollection was that, back on Sunday, March 8th, a guest consultant spent the day with us, gifting 

us with wisdom and compassion for this time of transition for our Fellowship, since we are in search for a 

settled minister. The Rev. Joan Van Becelaere is our UUA Transitions Coach. That morning she preached and 

led worship, answered all of your questions about search, and also met with me and the board. In her 

knowledge and caring about congregations in search, she was very reassuring. I recalled that her service was 

called, “Moving Right Along.” Do you remember that she used music from the Muppet Movie, and that our Folk 

Orchestra played? Her sermon was rich in information about the emotional “roller coaster” of processing 

sudden change, and grief, and the uncertainty of what will happen next. She said that each person will 

process these feeling at their own pace and in their own time. So we will have to take care to really listen to 

each other. I wondered if we had a copy of her sermon at the Fellowship. I asked Anne Wilson, who said there 

wasn’t a text, but there was a recording on a CD in the library. Wow! [I thought to myself] I had forgotten those 

CDs, which our Librarian, Kay Bowen, has archived for us with care. I listened to the recording and, indeed, 

Rev. Joan shared very helpful wisdom with us. I took some notes. And I will reflect on her sermon for our 

service on October 18th. She said that a congregation in search is in the process of envisioning a new way to 

live and “do church.” 

  

It meant a lot to me to hear that worship service, with Inez and Helen, and our Folk Orchestra and staff, and 

so many of you singing together. But listening to it also gave me pause. We had no idea. We had no idea how 

much our lives would change and how much our way of “doing church” would have to change. One of the 

slides that Rev. Joan showed us was called “The Roller Coaster of Change.” It had many specific emotions on 

it, including confusion, anger, and guilt. But I don’t think a roller coaster is the best image for where our 

congregation is at emotionally now. I think it’s more like we have all been evacuated from places we dwelt or 

worked, due to a fire drill. And now we are milling around, waiting for someone to tell us it’s safe to go back 

into our buildings. We’re waiting for someone to say it’s “All clear.” I know that you are really tired of milling 

around and waiting. I know that it is emotionally taxing to not know when we will be able to worship in-person 

again, or even to have a coffee hour or a yard sale again. But I would suggest that, in the meantime, there are 

some things we have almost forgotten about, because they’ve been out of sight, but which are still within our 

reach. Useful things. Beautifully colored things. Comforting things. Reassuring things. Delightful things. We 

can rediscover some things that were helpful to our spirits before the pandemic hit. And we can share those 



 

things with each other. Our “rediscoveries” can nurture our spirits in this liminal time and help show us ways to 

move forward into the unknown. 

  

With faith, Your Interim Minister, Rev. Jennie 

 

 

Ministerial Search Team 

 

 

Ministerial Search Committee: Danni Schantz (chair), Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth Sewell, Dan 

Stavnezer, John Waldman, Mary Wicks 

 



 

Capital Campaign: Expanding UUFWC facilities  
 

Peg Redinbaugh, Capital Campaign Committee, chair. 

  

As I’ve been working on the capital campaign and the expansion project, I’ve been a 

drawn to the part of our vision that says we want to ‘nurture a community of open 

hearts and minds’. Like many of us, I’m missing seeing and feeling that nurturing 

community as I enter the sanctuary for a Sunday service, a coffee house, Youth 

Community or a committee meeting. I’m ever so glad to see any of you in person 

around town or on my video screen, but I miss you all and I’m looking forward to the day when it’s safe for us 

to get together in bigger numbers. 

  

On September 13, we launched the Legacy Challenge. You’ll recall from last month’s newsletter that we’re 

doing well completing the first phase of the capital campaign. To date, you’ve contributed more than $756,000 

of the pledges and gift commitments you made. Thanks to all of you! You’ll also remember that we received a 

generous $250,000 gift commitment that will allow us to begin construction as 

soon as this fall. 

  

The Legacy Challenge is the next (and final) phase of the capital campaign. For 

this challenge, a group of members committed to a dollar-for dollar match 

of new pledges or planned gifts up to $100,000! This means that if we can raise 

$100,000, we will gain $200,000 toward completing the Fellowships expansion 

project, allowing us to meet the $1.25 million goal from the first phase of our 

campaign, complete planned construction, upgrade the expansion project so the 

building is ready for future ‘net zero’ projects and have a minimal or NO new 

mortgage* – truly a legacy for the UUFWC. 

  

As you can see from the chart at the right, we are just a shade over half-way to our goal for this challenge. 

THANK YOU! Together, we can do this! 

  

*This is based on currently estimated costs that include some repair work on the building and replacing the 

fence at the south side of the property in addition to the expansion project. 

  

How will this work?! Please consider your contributions and make a commitment by November 1, 2020. We 

are asking you're your contributions be completed by December 31, 2021. Here’s a link to the Legacy 

Challenge page on the UUFWC website: http://uufwc.org/2020/09/13/legacy-challenge-2/. If you prefer a ‘hard’ 

or email copy of the pledgeform, just send me an email (pegred73@gmail.com). 

  

Please contact Peg Redinbaugh (pegred73@gmail.com; 330-464-3551) with questions about this or the 

ongoing campaign. 

 

Thank you all for your generous support of the Capital Campaign!!! 

 



 

Building Expansion News 

From Jo Harper, Building Expansion Committee, Chair 

Happy October! By the time the newsletter comes out we will have received the Guaranteed Maximum Price 

from the contractor. The fence plan has been provided to the neighbors, and is submitted to the city and has 

been approved. 

 

We expect the ball to roll quickly this month, and we’ll keep you posted about ways you can keep an eye on it! 

 

Please keep any questions or suggestions coming to expansion@uufwc.org, we appreciate every single one! 

 

 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 

From Committee Chair, Johanna Harper 
 

Hello fellow UU-ers! 

  

For this season of Lifespan Religious Exploration, our goal 

is to continue learning together, but each at our own pace. 

We’re going to put together a religious exploration bingo 

card for each quarter that includes the themes from Soul 

Matters, which our kiddos are learning from. 

 

Find a printable Bingo Card at the end of the 

newsletter! 

  

Return completed cards (that means all of the squares are 

done) either to the blue bin at the UUFWC or via email to Jo 

Harper (email below). 

  

We’re interested in hearing what you learn and what this 

leads you to do! Send thoughts to Jo Harper via 

email: johannahharper@gmail.com . If there’s anything you’d like to see on the next bingo card, send your 

suggestions! 

 



 

Religious Exploration 

From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 
Ahh...Autumn is fully upon us.  For the first time in the 23 

years that we have lived in our home at the top of the 

Cuyahoga Valley we have Great-horned Owls living 

nearby. We have only seen them a few times early in the 

year but we hear them every night and early morning. It is 

my favorite thing about the past many months. They call 

and respond across great distances. I'm always a little 

sad when one's call does not get a response. Their call 

was a little different in the spring and then has been the same all summer, but it has become more varied this 

fall.  I imagine what they are sharing.  I have to admit, I feel a little voyeuristic on those late night 

conversations sometimes. What a gift this connection to the natural world is that we have received this year. 

 

Our theme that we will be exploring in our elementary age religious exploration sessions is Deep 

Listening.  This month we’re exploring the many ways our UU faith invites us to become “A People of Deep 

Listening.”  We will listen to our hearts.  We will listen to the voices of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color. 

We will listen to nature and our ancestors. 

 

The Earth Spirits and the Extra Extreme Explorers will be meeting  from 8:55 to 9:45 AM via Zoom on the 

second and fourth Sundays in October.  Every week the RE newsletter will share ideas and activities for you 

at home to explore our monthly faith development theme of Deep Listening together. 

 

Information for the UUPop! Parents of Preschoolers was sent out last week.  Please contact me 

at dre@uufwc.org if you didn't get it or have any questions. 

 

I am fully aware that for many online religious exploration does not sound like a winning proposition.  And, I 

still want to encourage you to give it a try. No down payment, no commitment.  Just an opportunity to renew a 

disrupted connection.  And, please recognize you don't have to give up on RE if your children are not 

attending. Take the opportunity to use the resources that we send via email each week to continue the 

spiritual guidance that you have always done with your children. 

 

Lastly, we really, really, really need all families to register their children with the RE program, even if you don't 

intend to attend online.  This is how we keep our database up to date and are able to communicate 

information that is relevant to you and your family.  Here is the registration 

link: https://form.jotform.com/22845534553154 

 

In Peace, 

Jenni Papp,  

Director of Religious Education 

"Office" Hours by Appointment:  https://calendly.com/uufwc-jenni-papp/office-hours 



 

Children & Youth RE Schedule 
  

Earth Spirits is for children in kindergarten to second grade 

  * Gather at 8:55am on 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

Extra Extreme Explorers (EEE) is for children in 3rd to 5th 

grade 

  * Gather at 8:55am on  2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

Crossing Paths is for 6th to 12th grade 

  * Gather at 10am on most Sunday mornings, contact Jess ymc@uufwc.org for the specific schedule 

 

Changemakers is for Youth in grades 9 to 12 

  * Gather at 11:15am on 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

 Jenni & Jessica send weekly RE updates to Youth & Families with additional information. CLICK 

HERE to subscribe to those emails if you are not getting them already or contact Jenni or Jess.  

 

 

 

Youth Community: Together 

Again! 

The Youth Community is planning monthly, in person 

activities.  So far, we have been blessed with beautiful 

weather for our August gathering at the UUFWC 

and September hike at Wooster Memorial Park.  

Our next gathering is scheduled for 

Sunday, 10/25 where we will be carving 

pumpkins at the UUFWC.  

Each event is outdoors and is set up to promote social 

distancing.  All participants wear masks, sign an agreement, 

and complete a Health Check before arrival.  

 

Youth Community is open to all UUFWC Youth grades 7-

12.  For more info, about upcoming events, sign up for the 

weekly Youth email or contact Jessica at ymc@uufwc.org. 

 



 

Music News 
 

Folk Orchestra will begin 

indoor, socially distanced 

rehearsals on Wednesdays 

at 7pm. We are limited to a 

group of ten, so RSVPs will 

need to be made for each 

session. For more info, contact 

Sharon Delgadillo 

at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

*** 

Choir and Circle Sing are 

postponed until we are ready 

to reopen for the Fellowship 

for groups. 

 

*** 

Join the UU Music Zoom 

meetings on Wednesday at 

7pm if you are missing 

everyone’s face on our 

rehearsal nights! 

 

Questions?  Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

October's Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 

Gene Barnes 

Dave Drumm 

Steve Berg 

Anne Wilson 

Susan Heady 

Jessica 

Eikleberry  

Amanda Good 

Dave Cullis 

John Schmid 

Terry Wertz 

Jeff Gochnauer 

Gene Meyers 

Jewel Harris 

Vera Rowland & 

John Waldman 

 

Peter & Danielle 

Schantz 

 

Gail Woosley & 

Bonnie Groop 

 

 
 



 

Membership Committee News 
  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 

FALL Virtual Wine, Cheese and Conversation!! 
  

When:  Saturday, October 10 at 7pm 

Who:  Your fellow UUFWC-ers 

Where:  In the comfort of your own home 

Why:  To make us smile, think, laugh and learn 

How:  By signing into Zoom [Meeting ID: 825 9848 5408] 

  

More details: 

• BYO Beer, Wine, Tea…… 

• This is a perfect event for those who are new to our congregation as well as our decades-long 

members and friends. 

• We will all start together in the “main room” and then, just like during the in-person event, we will be 

moved to smaller groups for a more intimate atmosphere.  We will have conversation facilitators in 

each room. 

• No sign up needed.  Just try to arrive sometime between 7:00 and 7:10pm. 

• We will give some time to light chit chat, but will also provide some topics of conversation – except 

politics!  This will be your night to escape that world. 

 Questions? Contact Karen.uufwc @ gmail.com. 

 

 

Social Action In Action    Submitted by Betty Schuler 

Since March the Social Action committee has not been able to conduct the 

monthly Open Plate collections  and the monthly People to People collections. 

At the same time, the agencies these collections benefited have been facing 

very difficult times due to the pandemic. The following is a summary of the 

current activities and needs of some of these agencies. Additional information 

will appear in the November newsletter. If you are able to help any of them 

with volunteer time or a donation, it will be of great benefit to the people they 

serve and to the community in which we live. 

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE MINISTRIES is accepting only food and monetary 

donations. It is in great need of financial donations. Members of our 

community are facing job losses and need assistance with their household bills. It is not open to the public. 

Access is through calling for an appointment. Can be reached at 330-262-1662, 454 E. Bowman St., Wooster 

44691.   

              



 

ST. JAMES SATURDAY LUNCH PROGRAM continues with its regular schedule. All meals are served 

takeout style to protect the health of their guests and volunteers. Doors open for service at 11:15 am each 

Saturday and service ends at 12:15 pm. Low-risk volunteers are needed to help cook, package and distribute 

meals. Can be reached at 330-264-4476, office@stjameswooster.org, 122 E. North Street, Wooster 44691. 

 

ONE EIGHTY visitors are asked to wear masks which are available at the agency. All in-kind donations have 

been suspended to alleviate traffic at offices and facilities.  Monetary donations are accepted to help meet 

needs of the community. The emergency shelter and residential treatment programs (Pathway and Women’s 

Residential Treatment Center) are open. Can be reached at 330-264-8498, 104 Spink St. Wooster 44691, 

and 34-c South Clay Street Millersburg 44654, 330-674-1020. 

  

AKRON-CANTON REGIONAL FOOD BANK monetary donations will make the biggest impact.  Focus is on 

emergency distribution, including senior and family boxes of food. Volunteer activities at the Akron facility have 

been temporarily suspended. To make a gift online: akroncantonfoodbank.org/donate; to make gift via phone 

330-535-6900; to mail a gift by mail P.O. Box 1580, Akron 44309. 

 

IMMIGRANT WORKER PROJECT has been hit hard by the pandemic both by the illness itself and the impact 

in jobs. Donations are needed to support these workers and their families. The project is also in need of tutors 

for children in school which can be done online. Can be reached at 330-454-2220, 701 Walnut Ave. NE, 

Canton 44702. 

 

 

All Things GREEN  Submitted by Betty Schuler 
  

ANTS PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 

Mirroring how human society has responded to the COVID-19 

pandemic, black garden ants apparently use social distancing to 

combat outbreaks of infectious disease. Workers in the ants’ colonies 

are divided into nurses which care for the brood inside the nest, and 

foragers, which collect food outside the nest and are most likely to 

pick up pathogens. Using an automated tracking system in a 

controlled study, Swiss and Austrian scientists found that when 

foragers are exposed to a disease-causing fungus, they spend even 

more time away from the nest, decreasing their contact with other workers. Nurses meanwhile, move the 

brood deeper into the nest to protect the larvae. While the scientists are not certain how the ants identify 

infections, they suggest in a report in Science that the ants may be able to detect spores on other ants as well 

as on their own bodies. “I think we could learn from the social insects about ways to decrease transmission of 

disease at the scale of the population,” say University of Lausanne biologist and lead author Nathalie 

Stroeymeyt. National Wildlife, August-September 2020 

 



 

Best Pot Contest: 

We have a WINNER!!! 

  

In the category of:  

“Looks Less Dead than Usual” 

Congratulations to Bruce Schmidt! 

From the Outdoor Facilities Committee, 

courtesy of Ruth Sewell 

 

 

 

Library News  From Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

 
Many thanks to Rachel Derr who donated this book to our Fellowship library. 
 
FOR REAL AND ON PURPOSE:  BECOMING YOUR BEST SELF    By Carrie 
Kennedy and the American Youth Foundation    170.44 Kenn 2019 
“This book explores the philosophy that drives the programming of the American 
Youth Foundation.  But it does so much more.  For Real and On Purpose earns 
its title because it’s a personal invitation to you, our reader, to discover four very important tools:  your head, 
your heart, your body, and your spirit.  If you can learn to use these four tools to their fullest potential, you can 
lead a balanced life that is real and very much on purpose.  And then?  Well, then you can make a positive 
difference in the world.  This book is a call to move forward, and always toward your best.” 
                                                                
….Quote is from the book’s back cover 
  
Although aimed primarily at youth, this title has much to offer individuals of any age.  

 

This Month's Meetings 
Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed 

below prior to the meeting to get the Zoom link. 

The Humanist Group will be meeting on 10/4 and 10/18 via Zoom at 11am: 

• 10/4: The Consequences of Disparity and Inequality presented by Lowell Steinbrenner 

• 10/18: Race / Voter Suppression presented by Janice Baxstrom 

• The Zoom meeting link will be sent out to the Humanist email group on the Wednesday and Saturday 

before each meeting. (If  you are not on the email list but would like to be included, please send your 

email address to sherri.goch@gmail.com.) 



• During the 2020-21 year the Humanist Group will be focusing on the topic of American Exceptionalism 

and inequality, looking at such topics as race, gender, wealth disparity, economics, voting, education, 

healthcare, the legal system, and climate change. We hope you will join us during our discussions, and 

PLEASE if a particular topic interests you, volunteer to research and present to our group. We value 

and need your input! Contact Janice at jtbaxstrom@yahoo.com or Jon Sprunger 

at jonathansprunger@gmail.com. Our calendar is full this fall, but we'd welcome presenters starting in 

January.  

The Sunday evening book group will meet by Zoom 10/18 at 7pm.  In October we will discuss "The 

Pioneers" by David McCullough and select a book of fiction for the November/December meeting.  All are 

welcome.  Even, or especially, if you haven't read the book.  Contact Bert Bishop 

at bishop.eleven@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

Virtual CoffeeHouse, 10/17 at 7pm. Submit a video of your performance (music, poetry, and stand up) and 

submit to Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org by 10/10 to participate. For questions or help in 

recording, contact Sharon Delgadillo. 

 

Folk Orchestra will begin indoor, socially distanced rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7pm. We are limited 

to a group of ten, so RSVPs will need to be made for each session. For more info, contact Sharon Delgadillo 

at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

Choir and Circle Sing are postponed until we are ready to reopen for the Fellowship for groups. 

 

Join the UU Music Zoom meetings on Wednesday at 7pm if you are missing everyone’s face on our 

rehearsal nights! 

 

Racial Justice Team: 

• Conversations on Race has ended.  Thank You to all presenters and participants! 

• UU’s are currently in involved in the daily protests on the square from 12 to 1pm. 

• The team is following the activities of the newly formed Wayne County Justice Coalition. Their purpose 

is first to identify short-term steps to bring to the attention of City Council. They will be working with the 

NAACP in writing a letter concerning racial justice to City Council. All meetings are by ZOOM or 

YouTube. Contact Ruth Sewell at RESewell@aol.com if you would like to receive/or be removed from 

notifications of local meetings. 

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7:00pm. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and 

drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul.  

The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the second Tuesday at 11:30am for socializing. Contact Karen 

Skubik at karen.uufwc@gmail.com.  

 

To see our in-person meeting guidelines, click here.  All in-person meetings will stop in the event 

that Wayne County’s status moves to “red” on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System. 



 

 
 

Suggestions for your BONUS SQUARE, or write in your own:  

• A powerful picture we’ve probably all seen: https://www.wnyc.org/story/unrest-baton-rouge/ 

• A poem about hope in Coronavirus times: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=94&v=oi1INrtc0pQ&feature=emb_logo 

• The healing power of nature: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfGCy3PJ2SA  



 

 

 



 


