
 

 

 

UUFWC NEWSLETTER: September 2020 
 

Upcoming Sunday Services 
For the foreseeable future, we will host one Sunday service, on line, at 10:00 a.m. 

  
Our Monthly theme for September is “Renewal” 

  
September 6th  “Blessing of the Animals!” [Rev. Jennie and Jenni Papp, DRE]  

 
We will bless animals via the pictures you have sent in advance, and the animals you hold up to your 

screens, or who leap between you and your cameras. What fun! We will say our annual blessing, 
“May you be happy, may you be healthy, may you be whole.” [All Ages service] 

  
September 13th  “Building Today for Tomorrow” [Rev. Jennie preaching]  

 
We sustain and expand our Fellowship’s programs and building, not just for ourselves, but for 

everyone who will need Unitarian Universalism in Wayne County in the years to come. This worship 
service will lift up the legacy we will leave for the generations that will follow us. And we will hear 

exciting news from the capital campaign to expand UUFWC’s facilities. 
  

September 20th  “Let the Search Begin!” [The Search Committee presenting, with support 
from Rev. Jennie]  

 
This service will give you the chance to hear about your Search Committee’s mission and work, and 
to provide them with your feedback and priorities for UUFWC’s next settled minister. Discussions will 

be facilitated by a Search Committee member.  Your thoughts and desires will be essential to the 
Search Committee’s success! 

  
September 27th  “Stories of Famous Unitarian Universalists” [Gail Woosley, CLM]  

  
We will look at the backstory on some very recognizable names in our history. 

 



 

Minister's Mediation 
“When the others were picked up and walked home by friends or fathers or 

best friend’s sisters, I was the kid in a grey hoodie, walking with the poets, 

the singers, the thinkers, and I was not alone.” [Charlotte Eriksson] 

  

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

One definition of “renewal” is: “the replacing or repair of something that is worn out, run-down, or broken.” The 

first several months of the pandemic have put an excruciating strain on the wellness of our minds, bodies, and 

spirits. If you are feeling worn out, run-down, or broken, you are not alone. And, simultaneously, the source of 

restoration for our minds, bodies, and spirits is to remember that none of us is alone.  During the month of 

September, our worship services, programs, and gatherings will be a source of renewal. And you will hear 

about ways UUFWC needs you to help sustain and enhance it, its offerings, and its members, friends, and 

families. As I look back on the first several months of the pandemic, I can see that I became badly in need of 

renewal. It was like I could picture that my pilot light was almost out of fuel. I apologize to any of you with 

whom I was snippy. I never want to be snippy. The challenge for me and UUFWC’s staff, during the year 

ahead, will be to do this work we are so fortunate to be able to do in ways that are sustainable. For all of us in 

this church family, that will mean asking for help. During the first several months of the pandemic, I was 

surprised to find how helpful and important it was for me to avail myself of a kind and empathetic listening ear, 

the wisdom from mentors and groups of colleagues, and a few selections of music and delight via YouTube. 

Some of these included guitarist Josh Turner and his talented friends, and Colt Clark and the Quarantine Kids, 

and “Chef Kobe,” who is cooking pizza and banana bread at not even two years old. It is important for us all to 

remember that when we ask others for help, they do not mind helping. And I also found that helping others 

has served to rekindle my sense of purpose, usefulness, and agency. 

 

This morning I found this beautiful passage by Mark Nepo: 

“There is a wind that keeps blowing since the beginning of time, and in every language ever spoken, it 

continues to whisper, you must meet the outer world with your inner world or existence will crush you. If inner 

does not meet outer, our lives will collapse and vanish. Though we often think that hiding our inwardness will 

somehow protect or save us, it is quite the opposite. The heart is very much like a miraculous balloon. Its 

lightness comes from staying full, meeting the days with our heart prevents collapse. This is why ninety-year 

old widows remain committed to tending small flowers in the spring; why ten-year-olds with very little to eat 

care for stray kittens, holding them to their skinny chests; why painters going blind paint more; why composers 

going deaf write great symphonies. This is why, when we think we can’t possibly try again, we let out a sigh 

that goes back through the centuries, and then, despite all our experience, we inhale and try again.” 

The year ahead will be an arduous one for us, for our Fellowship, and for our whole nation. Please know that I 

am in it for the long haul. I am committed to journeying with you in ways that are sustainable, and even 

delightful. As we journey together through the year ahead, let us keep close to our hearts the “Great Cloud of 

Witnesses” who believe in us and want us to succeed, even when we are not able to commune with them face 

to face. 

With faith, Your Interim Minister, Rev. Jennie 



From the Board of Directors 

On the gardening calendar we have reached a point in the year that should be called “the time of tomato 

abundance”. I think you will mostly agree that this is a far more satisfactory point than is “the time of zucchini 

abundance”. This column will be like gathering the harvest as I have many things that I need to put to paper in 

order to catch up on all that the board is juggling.  Harvest comes after planting and nurturing the crop.  It 

takes a lot of maintenance to reap what is sown. Below is an update from the Board. 

• Lesley Mayfield has continued to work with our Re-Opening Committee to set guidelines for gatherings at 

the Fellowship.  Small group gatherings, 10 or less, are currently permitted both inside and outside.  We 

have guidelines governing such gatherings and a checklist to help us all be mindful of expected practices 

(these are available from Anne or on the website). If Wayne County’s status moves from its current 

“orange” on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System to “red”, we will step back. The dashboard is 

available https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system. 

• Physical building and external landscape maintenance.  Our recent interactions with neighbors as well 

as building inspection by our engineer in preparation for the expansion has highlighted a need for us to be 

mindful of maintenance and stewardship of our infrastructure. We will be installing a new fence to improve 

privacy, separation, and light control between our parking lot and the neighbors. As a congregation we will 

need to consider altering some of our committees or creating new committees to place more emphasis on 

maintenance and budgeting to keep up with these needs.  Volunteers and ideas are welcome. 

• Momentum on the expansion.  The Zoning Board of Appeals has approved our moving forward with the 

expansion. The Expansion Committee has been reviewing plans with the architect and working with our 

Engineer and Construction Manager to develop time-lines and present a guaranteed maximum price 

(GMP) to the board for the Construction contract. We are approaching a final recommendation and expect 

to provide you with a date for phase I ground breaking by the next newsletter. 

• Board meetings and how to attend.  The board holds regularly scheduled meetings every second 

Tuesday.  We have recently made the decision to move the meeting time from 7:00 PM to 6:00 PM, 

starting on September 8th.  Board meetings are open friends and members.  If you are interested in the 

Zoom link, please contact Rev. Jennie, Anne Wilson, or any member of the board.  Board members are 

listed at [http://uufwc.org/about-us/our-board/] and our contact information is in the Fellowship Directory. 

• Our Ministerial Search Team of Danni Schantz, Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth Sewell, Dan 

Stavnezer, John Waldman, and Mary Wicks has been busy preparing documents to present who we are 

for the UUA and potential candidates. They have established a sub-committee with members of the board 

and Fellowship that is working on compensation and contract drafts.  They are also working to get your 

input.  Please check your e-mail for links to the Congregational Survey and Youth Survey. They are 

requesting participation by August 31. Paper copies are also available at the UUFWC or by calling Ruth 

Sewell (330.347.6360). The Search Team has also planned breakout discussions to further explore our 

needs and desires during the September 20th Sunday service.  There will also be a “beyond categorical 

thinking” workshop on October 2, 3, and 4th and all friends and members are encouraged to participate. 



 

• Upcoming virtual Coffee House, Humanist meetings, and wine and cheese gatherings.  I miss your 

company in three dimensions.  In the meantime, programming in two-dimensions is continuing via Zoom.  I 

want to remind everyone to check the calendar on the fellowship website for upcoming events 

[http://uufwc.org/calendar/].  Of note to me:  Humanist group meetings resume September 20, there is a 

virtual wine and cheese scheduled for October 10, and a virtual Coffee House on October 17. 

This column has been a bulk harvest of news, and for that I apologize.  I would like to think there has been a 

unifying theme like maintenance of our spirit, harvesting what we’ve sown, or life is like a tomato. I am really 

not sure any of these really work, and so I’ll urge you to look for meaning where you can find it. 

Yours, David Francis, for the board 

 

 

Ministerial Search Team Needs Your Input... 

Everyone’s thoughts and insights are critical as we move forward in the search for our next minister! 

Please share them with us in these ways: 

  

Congregational Survey: To make sure we hear from everyone, we’ve extended the due date 

to Sunday, September 6. Take the survey online (www.uufwc.org/search) if possible – it will 

allow us to get the results out sooner. If you need a paper copy, pick one up from the plastic 

bin outside the UUFWC front doors or call Mary Wicks at 330.317.4681.  

Cottage Meetings: Join us for the September 20 Sunday Service on Zoom. We’ll share survey 

highlights and then meet in breakout rooms to discuss our needs and desires in more detail. 

Each group will be facilitated by a member of the Search Team, and the discussion questions 

will be sent out for you to ponder beforehand. For those unable to make it on the 20th, we will schedule a few 

additional cottage meetings. 

PLUS: We will be holding the Beyond Categorical Thinking Workshop, a ”program designed to promote 

inclusive thinking and prevent unfair discrimination during a congregation’s search for a settled minister” (more 

info:  https://www.uua.org/careers/ministers/transitions/bct). It will be facilitated by a UUA trainer via Zoom and 

everyone is encourage to attend. Please plan to join us for both sessions: Part 1:  Friday, Oct 2 from 7:30-

9:00 pm and Part 2: Saturday, Oct 3 from 9:00 – 10:30 am. 

 

Thank you all for your input - know that it is key to finding our best new minister! We know that virtual 

meetings are not ideal, and appreciate your willingness to persevere with us! We are working hard to keep you 

informed via Sunday services, e-mails, and our website (‘search’ tab at www.uufwc.org). If you have questions 

or ideas, please contact a member of the committee. 

  

Ministerial Search Committee: Danni Schantz (chair), Susan Heady, Mady Noble, Ruth Sewell, Dan 

Stavnezer, John Waldman, Mary Wicks 

 



 

Roots and Wings: Growing Our Dream 

The capital campaign for expanding 

UUFWC facilities.  
 

In these challenging times, I find my connections with the UUFWC to be more 

valuable than ever. I miss seeing everyone in person every week, especially 

our youth. While Zoom meetings for services, RE, Youth Community, 

committees, etc. are serving us well, I cherish our ‘mask to mask’ encounters – like the UUFWC protest on the 

Wooster square a few weeks ago – even more. 

 

In this chart, you can see a couple of exciting things. First, we have 

collected 66% ($748,000) of the pledges and gift commitments you 

made during the first phase of our capital campaign, which is in line 

expectations you provided with your pledge/gift commitment. Thanks 

to all of you! Second, at the top of the column, we have an especially 

generous $250,000 gift commitment was made, in addition to our first 

phase goal of $1,250,000, so that we can begin construction as soon 

as this fall, rather than wait until the end of 2021. 

  

During the service on September 13, we will launch the next (and final) 

phase of the capital campaign. We’ll call this the ‘Legacy Challenge’. If 

our costs and other factors remain as currently expected and we can meet the challenge, we will be able to: 

• Raise the $116,400 remaining from our first phase goal (green band), 

• Complete planned construction, 

• Be ready for future projects to make our Fellowship ‘net zero’ AND 

• Have only a minimal or NO new mortgage – truly a legacy for the UUFWC. 

How will this work? During the Legacy Challenge, a group of members has committed to matching new 

pledges/planned gifts dollar-for dollar up to $100,000! So, if we can raise $100,000 to meet their challenge, we 

will have $200,000 for our expansion by the end of 2021! 

  

Contact Peg Redinbaugh (pegred73@gmail.com; 330-464-3551) if you have questions about this or the 

ongoing campaign. For information on the status of your pledge/gift commitment from the first phase of the 

campaign, please contact Anne Wilson (fellowship@uufwc.org). 

  

Thank you all for your generous support of the Capital Campaign!!! 

 

 



 

Building Expansion News 

From the Building Expansion Committee, courtesy of Jo Harper 

 

Hello everyone! 

 

At the August 6th meeting, the City of Wooster upheld the conditional use variance they approved in July. The 

City has been very helpful and communicative at every juncture. 

 

We’re continuing communication with the neighbors on Cannon Drive, and have a lot of hope for those 

relationships. We will strive to hear their concerns and show them respect and dignity in our interactions. So 

much gratitude to everyone in the congregation who’s come forward with desire to help protect and grow 

those connections. 

 

It was wonderful to be able to honestly tell the neighbors that none of the comments telling them to move on 

the Holy War article from the Daily Record came from members of the congregation. You’re all stand up 

people with a lot of empathy, even in tough times where it feels like there are aspersions being made.  

 

We’re finalizing the construction documentation phase! The Construction Manager, the design team, and 

members of the Building Expansion Committee met this week to discuss plans to finalize the scope and 

Guaranteed Maximum Price for the project.  We hope to complete this phase over the next 3 weeks, apply for 

permits, secure board approval to proceed, and break ground this fall. 

 

 

Please keep any questions or suggestions coming to expansion@uufwc.org, we appreciate every single one! 

 

 

 



Religious Exploration 

Providing Support, Offering Grace, Asking Intention  

From Director of Religious Education, Jenni Papp 

Hello all, 

I am reaching out to all of you to say all the things. 

Jess and I are thinking of you. We’re worrying and scratching our heads 

about what this school year will bring; and we keep reflecting on how our 

church community can help us navigate this unsteady and unpredictable 

life with more intention, grace, and support. 

So, let’s talk about that last thing first. What does our church and our faith offer us right now- especially right 

now- and what do we need to do to embrace the opportunity? 

Support.  

Perhaps one of the most challenging and fascinating aspects of this moment in history is how we are in some 

ways collectively living a singular experience, and yet, the experience is unique for each and every one of us. 

Work life, financial implications, health risks, family care and distanced care connections affect us all 

differently. Decisions for our children around their education are complicated and only partially under our 

control. We are holding our collective breath to see how this fall school restart plays out. We are 

simultaneously stretched in so many ways. Still, no matter your particular circumstances, all of us are grieving 

deeply right now. This moment of uncertainty and looming fears takes a deep toll on our hearts- even if we are 

doing relatively well through it all. Some days it feels like things are ok, other days are so, so heavy. That grief 

needs care and tending, AND dear parents, sometimes we are not great at tending to our own grief. For 

example, some of the things I say and do to avoid tending to my own grief: 

I tell myself that I don’t have a right to my grief: “Yes, this is hard but I have so much privilege compared to 

others and that makes it less hard for me.” 

I find myself trying to read myself to a solution with an abundance of information. 

Sometimes, I find as soon as I am not working or attending to family, I search for others to help. 

I avoid my own reflection or thoughts by turning to entertainment and social media too often.  

I wonder if many of you may have your own list of techniques that you use to avoid tending to yourself. Where 

do you fall on the list of people and things that need your attention?   

So we were talking about support.  Did you know.... 

...it is caring to let others care for you (did you know that caring feels like a burden only when it isn’t shared?) 

– the more people who care, the more joy, the more we are able to make use of this existence, which came 

with instructions, which everyone got, and some forgot, and some never learned how to hear, but nonetheless 

this is how it works: together.  -- adrienne maree brown 



 

We need our communities to care for and to care for us.  In moments of 

grief, crisis, or trauma, and in the time before and after, we need each other 

to survive and thrive.  We need each other. We need to see each other 

doing our imperfect best, we need to share the load of parenting, we need 

to vent and laugh, and strategize, and wring our hands. Our kids needed to 

be with each other and they needed to be with other adults- not their 

parents. 

Our fellowship can help offer those things to us all the time, and especially 

now. Really. 

I know it can feel like one more thing to fit in, but it’s different. Our collective can share the load of each of it’s 

parts. We can offer one another space to mourn ‘the everything’ of this moment, we are the ‘other’ adults for 

the children of our congregation and our children are given space at church to feel all the feelings of this 

moment, too– we all need to play and laugh (and dance!) and learn about serving others, and take action to 

change the world. That is how to tend to this grief, it is tremendously important for us to keep practicing those 

skills together. In whatever way we can come up with. 

Our Fellowship looks different right now, and it will surely continue to look different in the coming months, but 

it’s still here. Jess and I are working on creating times for our facilitators, parents, youth, and children to 

connect. We are thinking about how and when we might endeavor to meet one another outdoors with safety 

measures in place. We are reflecting deeply about how to time those opportunities so that they don’t 

overwhelm our families who are surely stretched this fall no matter what form your schools decide to take. 

There is not going to be one answer to what religious exploration looks like for our families in the coming year. 

Please offer yourselves Grace when something doesn’t work for you; I do not believe that participation rooted 

in guilt nourishes any of us. AND, also… Please set Intention around your commitment to all of us, just as you 

do with so many other things in this wild, busy life. If you have not encouraged your kids to join a church zoom 

offering, consider trying one out this fall. There were some really blessed things happening in those spaces 

this past summer - imperfect and not-the-same-as-in-person, but very special.  

We know kids need to have regular contact with one another or their connections fade, and sometimes when 

connections fade, it’s hard to get them started again. Come to worship as a family on Sunday mornings. 

Gather some coloring supplies, or a favorite toy. Bring a candle so you can light the chalice with us. If your 

children lose interest after the time for all ages, let it be, but ask them back for that beginning again the next 

week. 

I promise you, that pushing to keep your children in a relationship with UUFWC, and choosing to keep that 

relationship alive for yourself will nourish you all by what you receive and what you are able to give in 

exchange. 

We are a community of people that choose not to do all the stuff, hard and fun, alone. That is, perhaps, the 

best news I can share with each of you– we have each other. Whatever comes in the coming months, I am so 

grateful to be facing it together with all of you.  

In Peace, 

Jenni 
 



 

So, brass tacks.  What will this year look like?  It will look one way when 

we begin on September 13th and it may look different as we move along 

and learn from each other. We are working with the characteristics of 

flexibility and resiliency as we focus on connections and not perfection. 

 

Most Sunday mornings: 

• 8:55 to 9:45 - Earth Spirits (kindergarten to grade 2) & Extra Extreme Explorers (grades 3 to 5) will 

meet in two separate Zoom rooms. 

• 10:00 to 11:00 - Shared worship for all ages with a time for all ages in the first 15 minutes that is 

encouraged for families to attend together. 

• 10:00 to 11:00 - Crossing Paths (grades 6 to 8, older youth may choose register for this group also) 

• 11:15 to 12:15 - Changemakers (grades 9 to 12) 

See Jess’ article (below) for additional information about the Crossing Path, Changemakers, and Youth 

Community. 

Preschool Families will tend to their Blessed Bees through UU family ideas and support provided to use at 

home throughout the week. 

 

Parents of School-aged children are encouraged to join in a connection group that is just starting and meeting 

once or twice per month. 

There is a weekly RE newsletter that goes out that will be your best way to stay informed and connected.  You 

may subscribe to that here if you are not getting it already. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or just want to touch base you can contact me, Jenni 

at dre@uufwc.org. 

 

 

UUPoP! is for Parents of Preschoolers 
  

This is designed specifically for parents of kids ages 2 to 5. It is self-paced with 

monthly parent check-ins via Zoom. Each week there is a very short (3 minute) video 

about the week's focus and a guided exercise. This is an opportunity for you to 

explore your family culture, UU parenting, and build rituals that help you bring your UU 

family closer together. 

 

Please join Jenni Papp via Zoom on Thursday, September 3rd at 8:30pm for a no-commitment chat to learn 

about our new family faith development for you and your family. Please RSVP to dre@uufwc.org. If you want 

to participate but cannot meet at this time, please reach out and let Jenni Papp know. 

 



 

Special Friends 

I have an idea! If there is enough interest in participating and helping to organize then we will give it a go this 

Fall! 

Since we are all at home a lot more these days and not getting our UU connection fix, I was thinking families 

might like to have a designated adult friend for their child.  Kids could share about that science project, 

perform the song they are working on perfecting, the latest jokes they may have heard, get homework help, 

project idea inspiration, etc.  Adults can share their jokes too while offering friendship 

and UU connection to kids and their families. 

This would be a pairing of a child in kindergarten through 8th grade with an adult or 

senior high youth as a UU connection.  They would commit to get together via Zoom 

at least two times each month for 30 minutes OR they would commit to send snail 

mail to each other at least two times per month. 

Email Jenni Papp at dre@uufwc.org if you are Interested in: 

• your child(ren) participating 

• your Sr. High Youth being a special friend 

• you want to be a special friend 

Indicate if you want to be a Zoom participant or snail mail or both for any option 

above. 

P.S. Also let me know if you would like to help to organize and get this off the ground! 

 

Youth Community 

 

Get ready to explore! 
Our new year of Religious Exploration begins on 9/13…and this year will 

truly be a year of exploring!!  

 

Our Youth RE offering is called “Crossing Paths” where we will learn 

about, and engage with, other religious communities.  We will start out by 

learning more about Unitarian Universalism before moving on to Christianity/Judaism, Catholicism/Evangelical 

Christianity, the Quaker Society of Friends, Islam, Hinduism, Paganism, and Buddhism. 

 

But we won’t just learn about OTHER religions in “Crossing Paths”, we will also work to build our own UU 

identity by engaging with these other faiths. 

 

Youth will meet virtually 3 Sundays per month 10am.  “Crossing Paths” is available for Youth grades 6-12. 



 

But wait, there’s more!! 

 

Youth in grades 9-12 can join DRE Jenni in a Zoom room on Sundays at 11:15am for 

“Changemakers”.  We will kick off the year with several sessions exploring  “This BOOK is 

ANTI-RACIST” before moving onto explore other areas of interest such as BLM, Climate 

Change, serving and advocating in our community, COVID relief, economic justice, or 

LGBTQI+ issues.  Our guiding question will be "What does our Unitarian Universalist faith 

call us to do and be in our world?" 

 

The Youth Community returns! 

 

Youth Community will meet up once a month, in the afternoon or early evening, for some fun, social time! 

Activities could be online or physically distanced, outdoor gatherings.  

 

We will have dates for each month’s gatherings set in advance, but will look for input from Youth & families to 

help plan the activity for that month. 

  

Youth Community is open to all youth in grades 7-12.  If you would like to learn more or sign up, 

contact Jessica Eikleberry, Youth Ministries Coordinator, at ymc@uufwc.org. 

 

 

 

 

Our First Youth Community Gathering of 2020-21 

is THIS Sunday, 8/30 at 4pm! 

We heard from you that a physically distanced, outdoor gathering was what you needed!  We have approval 

to meet at the UUFWC for some Socially Distant fun!  This is open to all UFWC Youth grades 7-12.  For 

more info, read the Event Details or contact Jessica at ymc@uufwc.org. 

 

All participating Youth will need to complete the 8/30 Agreement & Health Check (in the Event Details page) 

and a new  Permission & Emergency Medical Authorization Form to keep on file.  

Print and bring with you, or fill one out when you arrive! 

 



 

Music News 

“Live your truth. Express your love. Share your enthusiasm. Take action towards your 

dreams. Walk your talk. Dance and sing to your music. Embrace your blessings. 

Make today worth remembering.”  ― Steve Maraboli 

Announcing a Virtual CoffeeHouse, October 17th at 7:00pm. 

We invite you to create a video of your performance (music, poetry, and stand 

up) and submit to Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org by October 

10th.  For questions or help in recording, contact Bill Carter, Bonnie Group, Kat 

Gibbons, Judy Smith or Sharon Delgadillo. 

Folk Orchestra will begin doing outdoor, socially distanced rehearsals as weather 

permits on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. We are limited to a group of ten, so RSVPs will need to be made for each 

session. 

 

If you are missing everyone’s face and our rehearsal nights, join us at our Zoom meetings on Wednesday at 

7:00pm. 

 

We need special music for our Sunday virtual meetings!  It is so heartwarming to see one another making 

music!  If you are willing to gift us with your talent, please contact Sharon Delgadillo and many thanks to those 

of you that have shared your gifts! 

 

Choir and Circle Sing will be postponed until we are ready to reopen for the Fellowship for groups. 

  

Questions?  Contact Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

Membership Committee News 
 

From Karen Skubik, Membership Coordinator 

  

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 FALL Virtual 

Wine, Cheese and Conversation!! 
  

Well, it looks like we still need to hold this event virtually like we did in June, 

but the good news is – we still had a lovely time and we are making plans for a 

pleasurable event again. 

  

More details to come in the next newsletter, but for now, please save the date 

for a relaxed time with your fellow UUFWC-ers over a glass of your beverage 

of choice with no worries about driving home afterwards. 



 

  

We are still deciding between just letting the conversations flow -or- providing meaty topics to discuss –or- a 

combination of the two approaches for our breakout rooms.  If you’d like to weigh in on this decision, let us 

know by contacting Karen.uufwc @ gmail.com. 

  

Want To Start a New Group? 

 

Just a reminder: your ideas for starting new groups are always welcome. It can be a virtual group (we’ll take 

care of the zoom details) or in-person at our building, following our safety guidelines.  We certainly have a 

range of small groups already - some serious, some entertaining, and some to simply stay connected.  The 

focus could be on a hobby that others might share or topics that you might want to explore with others.  The 

possibilities are endless and we can help get things started.  

 

 

Social Action In Action 

 

Submitted by Betty Schuler 

FROM THE RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM: If you are wondering what you can do 

to help local racial justice efforts, the Racial Justice Team has some ideas:  

1. JOIN ONGOING PROTESTS ON THE SQUARE from noon-1:00 pm 

Monday-Saturday, or 10:30 – noon Sunday, as you are able. There is no 

expectation that everyone should come every day. However, having people 

on the square is important to make it clear that this issue is still important and 

needs ongoing attention. 

 

2. WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY RECORD expressing your views on the need for 

racial justice. For example, you could express support for a policy, such as Orrville’s community panel that is 

gathering critical information on racial justice issues, or support creation of such a panel here in Wooster. Or, 

perhaps you want to speak to another specific issue in your own home community, such as efforts in Ashland 

County to stop the sale of the Confederate flag at their fair. Or, you may simply want to express support for 

racial justice in our larger community generally. Letters can be no longer than 350 words and can be sent 

to letters@the-daily-record.com. 

3. CONTINUE TO EDUCATE YOURSELF ON THIS TOPIC. One way to do so is to join the Conversations on 

Race group. Although we are using The Racial Healing Handbook by Anneliese Singh in our discussions, no 

reading is required, and anyone is welcome to join. Email Ruth Sewell (resewell@aol.com) if you would like 

her to send you the Zoom information and password of if you want to get reminders about future sessions.  

 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO DO WHAT WE CAN AND HEED THE WORDS OF THE LATE JOHN LEWIS FROM 

2018: “Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a 

week, a month or a year, it is the struggle of a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in 

good trouble, necessary trouble.” 



 

Cris Sullens 

Cameron Moore 

Dawn Frank 

Janice Baxstrom 

 

Sherri & Jeff 

Gochnauer 

 

Submitted by Betty Schuler 

 

GREEN ENERGY OHIO TOUR After addressing a number of 

concerns, the Green Energy Ohio Board of Directors has made the 

difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Green Energy Ohio Tour, 

scheduled for October 2-3. First and foremost, it is our responsibility to 

protect the health and safety of our Tour hosts and visitors. In the midst 

of COVID-19 restrictions, the landscape is too uncertain to adequately 

plan a statewide event at multiple locations with public visitors. 

  At the same time, the Board agreed to an exciting new version of the 

GEO Tour to be held next spring, recreating the 2012 GEO “Tour de Sol” in which we traveled the state in an 

electric vehicle, charging at stations powered by renewable energy, and hosting educational events along the 

way. For the 2021 event, we will be working with previous Tour participant and partner organizations to select 

the stops and design the local events. We plan to set aside a week so that we can include as many locations 

as possible, and we’ll be posting real-time video of our adventure. 

 
 

Library News 

From Kay Bowen, UUFWC Librarian 

 

The title described below is new to our Fellowship library: 

 

BREAKING AND BLESSING: MEDITATIONS By Sean Parker Dennison MEDITATION MANUALS 

 

Quote by Aisha Hauser is located on the book’s back cover: “I read this book as the world faces 

challenges never before experienced in my lifetime. Each meditation in Breaking and Blessing broke 

open my heart and poured in a blessing, and I found my nervous system becoming calmer and soothed. 

‘How to Survive the Apocalypse’ is especially timely and hauntingly beautiful. You will treasure this 

collection and return to it not only as a source of readings for worship and ceremony, but to soothe and 

bless your heart and soul.” 

This is the 2020 meditation volume of the inSpirit series. Published yearly, these volumes provide rich 

inspiration for many purposes. The Fellowship collection is located on the white shelves behind the door 

into the library. 

September's Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 

Green thumb people take heed.  I could use some fun by now, how about 

you? 

Contest  *  Contest  *   Contest  !!! 
It’s up to us to make our own fun... “pandemic style”! 

  

You are challenged to compete for valuable prizes!  Only the brave need 

apply. 

  

The landscape committee met in January and agreed to order 70 trees to 

grow on in pots.  The idea was to grow seedlings from the Medina extension Service until they are big enough 

to plant in the landscape.  The idea was generated by a global warming talk at our Humanist Meeting.  What 

can we do for our planet?  Plant more trees. 

  

OK.  Maybe you are not involved in this project.  Yet... 

  

This is a very loose contest.  Not only can you enter your very own UU potted plant, but also you can enter 

any potted plant you have.  And yes!  You can declare your very own category to enter. (This is a great 

advantage to you.) 

  

Best Pot Contest Categories (so far)… 

1. Most dead: This is a hotly contested category because the roots were dried out on about 30 of the plants 

that we ordered.  (Better luck next year?) We ordered White Pine, Cedar, Sycamore, Tulip Poplar,  Arrow 

wood, and  Button bush.  You can submit any species in the contest. 

2. Only one of the UU species left: Ivie is a (not dead) ringer for this one in pines. Jay also may have the 

only cedar.  Time will tell. 

3. Most Humorous: Embellishments and decorations welcome. 

4. Least Humorous: If you don’t win in ‘Most dead’ maybe you can snag this prize. 

5. Most thriving  (cheating allowed): Actually the whole contest welcomes cheating. 

6. Or e-mail  your favorite category proposal to Ruth Sewell at resewell@aol.com by August 31. 

Prizes!!! 

  

Winners will choose their own prizes: 

• Keep your own favorite UU pot!!!  For free!!! 

• Keep your favorite pot but pay $12.39. This is just $.39 more than the asking price, lucky you) 

• ZOOM/ or socially distanced dinner with Ruthie and/or anyone else who might want to host. 

• Send other prize offerings to Ruth at resewell@aol.com. 

We will plant some of our plants in pots at the fellowship. Others we will sell for $12 a pot.  The money will go 

toward buying potting soil and pots for growing more trees next year.  We are serious about combating global 

warming. 

 

Send a picture of your entry to resewell@aol.com .  Submissions are due by September 13. 



 

 

This Month's Meetings 
 

Meetings may be held in-person or via Zoom. Please contact the meeting leader listed 

below prior to the meeting to get the Zoom link. 

 

The UU Humanist Group will resume meetings via Zoom starting on September 20 

with Janice Baxstrom presenting "American Exceptionalism Is An Oxymoron". 

• Our Zoom meetings will be at 11:00 a.m. and the link will be sent out to the Humanist email group on 

the Wednesday and Saturday before each meeting.  (If you are not on the email list but would like to 

be included, please send your email address to sherri.goch@gmail.com.) 

The Sunday Evening Book Group will meet by Zoom on September 20 at 7:00.  We will discuss "Where 

the Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens.  In October we will discuss "The Pioneers" by David McCullough. For 

more information contact Bert Bishop at bishop.eleven@gmail.com. 

 

The Choir and Folk Orchestra have a weekly Check-in Wednesdays at 7:00pm. For more info, contact 

Sharon Delgadillo at music.director@uufwc.org. 

 

Conversations on Race will continue every 4th Sunday at 1 PM indefinitely by way of Zoom.  

• The next meeting, September 28, will called ”Be a Racial Ally.” We will discuss why is being a racial 

ally is an important part of racial healing for you. We are using the book The Racial Healing 

Handbook by Anneliese Singh in our discussions.  Do not be concerned about reading the chapters 

ahead of time.  Anyone is welcome to join our discussions on any Sunday.  Conversations last one 

hour. Email Ruth Sewell at RESewell@aol.com if you would like to be reminded of the meeting. You 

will then receive the Zoom information and password. 

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday at 7:00 p.m. All men are invited to this group to explore 

what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and 

drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul.  

The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. for socializing. Contact Karen 

Skubik at karen.uufwc@gmail.com.  

 

To see our in-person meeting guidelines visit http://uufwc.org/2020/07/30/covid-19-reopening/.  All in-person 

meetings will stop in the event that Wayne County’s status moves to “red” on the Ohio Public Health Advisory 

System. 

 

 



 

 



 


