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  February 2010 

February Service Schedule  

 

Services are at 9 & 10:45 am.   
Join us for coffee after each service.   If you want to visit with friends that at-

tend the other service come between 10:00 to 10:45 am. 
 

February 7:   The Virtue of Patience  [Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn]  
Health Care reform, aid to Haiti, so much of life needs to go a little 
faster!  Patience, however, allows us to see a larger picture.  

 

February 14:   Happy Birthday Charles!  [Skip Nault]  
Where would we be without Charles Darwin? To celebrate his birthday 
(Feb. 12), we will focus on his thought and contribution to our world 
and understanding.  

 

February 21: Peace and Love  [Alex & Kevin Lowry & Ruth 
Sewell]  

With all the problems facing our society we will be talking about devel-
oping a personal Peace philosophy and using grassroots effort to de-
velop a pro-peace movement in our local community. 

 

February 28:  Bread  [Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn] 
What is our leavening?  What makes us rise?  Who do we feed?  All 
questions which help us to define ourselves and our mission. 
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Welcome Back Elaine! 
 

Elaine is back from her short sabbatical.  
Rested and ready to return to work. 

 

She is on the board of the Lay Academy of Re-
ligion.  Twice a year the Lay Academy runs a 
lecture series at the College of Wooster.  Look 

for the dates on the calendar.  
More information at:  

http://www.wooster.edu/en/Academics/Areas-
of-Study/Religious-Studies/Spring-Academy-

of-Religion 
 

A word about Snow Cancellations 
You can find out if an event has been cancelled 

by listening to WQKT-104.5 fm or on Chan-
nel 3 or by going to our website & clicking on 

the iAlert button.   
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From the Board   

The committees and your Board are working on five year plans for the UUFWC. One of the purposes 
of the five year plan is to have a goal and a way to meet the goal that moves the congregation and/or com-
mittee in a continuing or a new direction. For instance, one of the proposed goals for the music committee is 
to provide more music during the summer. Each goal is supported by an action plan or steps; an identifica-
tion of key players needed; a time frame; and desired outcome/evaluation methods. The five year plan pro-
vides direction. Whether you serve on a committee or not, if you have an idea or a goal that you would like 
to see a committee or the Board address, please contact the appropriate committee chair, or if it relates to a 
Board action, any Board member. This is an important process and your input is needed. 
 

Other business that requires all of our attention is an evaluation of the two services and the coffee 
hour. The evaluation of the worship is soon to begin. Please let your thoughts be known.  
 

On the weekend of January 29, 2010, Elaine Strawn, Anne Wilson, Patricia Rodgers, and Bert 
Bishop will be attending the First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh for a Growth and Vitality Workshop. This 
is the first of a series of workshops which our fellowship has committed participation. There will be seven 
congregations from three states meeting Friday evening and all day Saturday to discuss growth issues, prob-
lems and solutions. As this will be the first workshop, we expect to return with more information and par-
ticulars. We are hopeful that the workshop series will lend itself to participation of various members in our 
congregation. 

 

On a final note, the Board firmed up contracts with John Gross and Lonnie Smith for snow removal 
at the fellowship. We appreciate John’s willingness, in concert with Lonnie, to take on these additional re-
sponsibilities to keep the parking lots salted and cleared for safe passage. We are blessed with an active con-
gregation that willingly donates time, talent, and resources to our fellowship. 

Social Action in Action 

 

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE: February 21st is Paper and Toiletries Sunday. Hand soap, toilet paper, tissues, sani-
tary napkins and disposable diapers are needed. Thanks to all who were able to contribute to the December 
Case Food Drive. $1154 was collected to help restock the food pantry with frequently used items. 
ADOPT-A-CLASS: 64 children attending Head Start Classes received Christmas gifts through this program. 
Thanks to all who were able to participate. 
MICRO-FINANCE SUPPORT CONTINUES: Recently a $1000 note purchased last year by the Social Ac-
tion Committee though Oikocredit was rolled over for three years. This will enable poor women in India to 
establish income-generating businesses. Oikocredit currently funds 522 micro credit banks and 204 coopera-
tives in 71 countries, serving almost 18 million poor people around the world. 
OLIVE OIL SOAP SALE was a success. The UUFWC assisted Westminister Presbyterian Church in Woos-
ter in partnership with St. George Melkite Church in Palestine in establishing a local market for this soap. 
Any Palestinian living in the occupied territories faces diminished living conditions. Sale of the soap provides 
needed income for St. George’s congregation. The Social Action Committee will again sell the soap for 
Christmas gifts in November and December, 2010. Watch for it! 
PUBLIC WITNESS LETTERS will be written on February 7th to state legislators encouraging them to 
adopt legislation with the most effective ban on text messaging while driving. A fact sheet will be available 
with the January 31st program and on the Yahoo group. Join us between the services in the Library. Sample 
letters, paper, envelopes and pre-printed litters will be available.  
THE "DAY OF CHANGE" COLLECTION is an effort of the UUFWC Social Action Committee to sup-
port Friendship Meals in Orrville, which provides a free nutritious meal to all who come on Thursday eve-
nings throughout the year.  The program is supported by United Way, individual donors and volunteers and 
interested congregations.  We collect pocket change on the day we "change" to Daylight Savings Time,  
which is March 14 this year.  We will have a table setting and kettle that Sunday to collect your contributions. 
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The Minister’s Column 

Poverty is evil.  There is just no other word for it.  News reports indicate that—due to the high cost of con-
crete—Haitian homes are built with concrete containing too much sand.  A precarious situation becomes 
even worse.   Poverty exponentially increases “normal” human risk: those with no extra resources are left 
with no resources at all: little medical care and chaotic delivery systems for food and financial aid.  That is 
what makes the stories of Haiti’s poorest citizens even more inspiring.  People who have nothing use their 
skills and wisdom to offer assistance to others in their former neighborhoods.  The greatest hope in Haiti 
now seems to be devastated individuals sharing the pain and the caring…and making a difference: commu-
nity at its finest. 

Our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee has a tradition of using local organizations and individuals 
to get help where it is needed.  By helping to empower those who understand the situation—because they 
are living it—the UUSC increases the benefit of their dollars.  And they can arrive on the island without 
being in the way, they will go with their knowledge and human resources.  It is so hard to sit and watch and 
feel we can do nothing in the face of this misery.  Sometimes, we need to trust others to take our resources 
and use them to express our compassion to the world.  

Director of Religious Exploration Column  
 
An OWL (Our Whole Lives) class for children in grades 5 and 6 began on January 24th.  This sexuality 
class is being led by Mady Noble and Dan Stavnezer.  It meets at 12:30 on Sundays.  The OWL class for 
teens has been meeting at the same time.  It is a 27-session class led by Susan Heady, Jon Sprunger, and 
Melissa Smith (DRE at Trinity UCC).  We are fortunate to have Melissa, especially since Jon has been 
missing in action lately.  He has been sorely missed! 
  
I will be traveling to Wheeling, West Virginia for a LREDA (Liberal Religious Educators Association) 
Chapter Retreat at the Sandscrest Retreat Center there from February 4th though Feburary 6th.  We'll have 
some worship, some R & R, and some learning. 
  
THE VALENTINES DAY BAKE SALE will again take place under the direction of Sue Gross.  Children 
are asked to come on Saturday, February 13th from 9-12 to help.  Then on Sunday the 14th they will be 
selling all the goodies to us.  This year the proceeds will of the bake sale will go to support the Viola 
Startzman Free clinic.  
  
The next CON is the best one of the year.  It is the Social Action CON, where the youth actually get out 
into the community to work.  It will be February 26th through 28th in Pittsburgh.  Youth:  Tell Nancy if 
you are planning to go.  It is an all ages CON. 
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News at the UUFWC 

ADOPT-A-CLASS 
  
Thank you to everyone who helped sup-
ply holiday presents for 64 Head Start chil-
dren.  The presents given by the Fellowship 
were taken home by parents and helped them 
provide a Christmas for their children.  In a 
note from Head Start, teachers said the follow-
ing: 

  
Thank you for opening your hearts to 
make the holiday season special for 
our Head Start children.  The parents 
were overwhelmed with the gifts they 
received from your Fellowship.  We 
can't thank you enough for your gen-
erosity. 

 
Indeed, with everyone's cooperation, all 64 
children were adopted.  We received the 
wrapped and tagged gifts on time, sorted and 
packaged them by class, and had them ready 
for Head Start teachers to pick up.  Again, 
thank you to all for the expenditure of time, 
money, energy, and good will.  It gave the 
holiday season that extra sparkle. 

Coffee Survey  

 

The results of  the coffee survey showed that we like our coffee [62 to 4] and food [52 to 14] after church! 
 
 We had a resounding YES to the importance of coffee hour (and even WITH food) at our Fellow-
ship but it cannot happen without volunteers to sign up and do it. If everyone signed up for one Sunday a 
year, NO ONE would have to do it twice in one year!!!  
 Because I have agreed to head up a "coffee service committee" I would like to see if we could ask 
people to sign up for making coffee for the Sundays between now and June.  This is what I need people to 
sign up for please: 
 Making coffee after either service and helping with clean up 
 OR bringing food and helping with clean up 
 OR doing both and helping with clean up 
You do NOT have to bring food just because you have signed up to make coffee, but we do not have any 
hired person who cleans the kitchen so we must all take turns doing it.  
 If you are willing to make coffee but cannot stay long after the service to do the clean-up please ask 
someone to help you with it. I cannot possibly be available every Sunday to clean up the kitchen after the 
second service and neither can the other people on the coffee committee. 
 
Please contact Michelle Shaw THANK YOU!! 

Meet ‘N Greet 
“Tis better to have a million friends 

than a million dollars...If you’re 
down on  your luck, you know 
your friends will be good for 2 

bucks.” 
 

Start earning your millions by making new friends at the 
UUFWC’s  

Meet ‘n Greet 
 

When:  Saturday, February 27  from 6– 8 pm 
Where:  UU Fellowship of Wayne County 
What:  A meal and child care provided 
Why:  To meet people, talk, relax and have fun 

 
Sign up at the Connections Table. See you there! 

 
Or contact  

Joanne Schroeder Before 2/20 & tell her how many 
adults and children will be attending. 
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It’s just around the corner!  

 
The Visiting Steward Pledge Drive will kick off February 28.  During the month of March, we will be 
discussing the importance of this UU community in your life.  We will be asking you for your financial 
commitment, a pledge, which you expect to contribute to support this Fellowship in the coming year.   
What can you expect during this time?  First, you will receive a letter and brochure with information for 
you to consider as you think about your pledge.  Then, you will receive a phone call from a visiting steward 
to set a time to meet.  The visit will be a time to share stories and visions for this community.  You will 
also complete a pledge card indicating your expected financial contribution for June 2010-July 2011. 
Training for our Visiting Stewards will be Feb. 13 and 14.  If you have any questions or would like to con-
sider serving as a visiting steward, please contact Mary Wicks  or Tom Gross  

FROM THE VAULT 
by Dave Drumm, Sr., UUFWC Treasurer 

 
Today’s Word: will/n & v.  1. the facility by which a person decides or is regarded as deciding on and initiat-
ing action ─ 5. directions [usually written] in legal form for the 
disposition of one’s property after death, e.g., make one’s will. 
 

Making a will doesn’t mean you’re willing to pass on─to die, that is. But not making a 
will doesn’t mean you won’t─die, that is.  It just means you’ve messed things up thoroughly 
for those left behind.  ──MALCOLM FORBES 

  
Lynn and I have made our wills that include durable power of attorney, medical directions and who gets 
Mother’s yellow Fiesta Ware.  Have you? What’s that you say?  “We’re too young to think about making a 
will; we’ll wait until we get a little older, then we’ll consider thinking about it.  Right now, we’re just making 
notes on what directions we want to take. Besides, we’ve got all these relatives…” 
 
Well, dear friends, life is not a rehearsal and there are no stage directions.  And despite what Will Rogers said, 
“Where there’s a will, there are angry relatives.” It doesn’t have to be so if careful planning ensures that fam-
ily members are included in discussions about the disposition of property. 
 
Do you, your family, your friends a favor and begin serious consideration about will-making.  Oh, yes.  Please 
remember the UUFWC, if possible. 
 

They say such nice things about people at their funerals that it makes me sad to 
realize that I’m going to miss mine by just a few days.   ──GARRISON KEILLOR 

Updating Photos on the Website 

 

Dae Evans is going to be taking photos of the building, the choir, the kids, etc.   
Just so you know, the purpose is to update and add to the photos on the website. 

You will be asked to sign a release form before we post these photos.  
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What’s Happening 

Don’t miss the 
  Valentine’s Day Bake Sale 

Saturday, February 14 at the UUFWC 
 

Valentine treats will be available for your pur-
chase.  There will also be a silent auction. 

All proceeds go to the Viola Startzman Free 
Clinic.  The Free Clinic provides health care to 

Wayne County’s uninsured. 
 

We need your help on Saturday, Feb. 13 to 
prepare for this event.  Drop off your cookies/

delectables between 9:00 – 11:00  for us to 
package.  We’ll decorate small cakes, pack 

cookies, and bake bread dough. 
 

Anyone can donate a silent auction food item. 
It may be a whole cake, loaf of bread, or your 
            specialty baked good.  You may bring 

it Sunday morning.   
High bidders  announced at 12 noon. 

See sign up sheets in the lobby. 
Thank you! 

 

 ********** 
 

 Birthday Cake Sunday  
is March 7, 2010. 

Learn cake decorating Saturday, March 6th, 
10:00 to 12:00 noon.   

 And Listen to the oohs & aahhs 
when others see what you’ve done! 

      Cake will be served and donations 
accepted to continue our monthly meals 

and birthday cakes at Every Women’s House. 
Sign up sheet in the lobby. 

 

 ********** 
To Have a Tea,  

or Not to Have a Tea? 
Due to the low turn out for the Ladies Tea in 
recent years, we are unsure about going ahead 
with it this year.  If we were to have a Ladies 
Tea, it would be on Saturday, May 8.  
 
Please let Sue Gross  know what you think - 
To Tea or not To Tea?? 

Scarlet, Gray, and Green Fair  
 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010  from 11:30 am -7:00 pm  
on the OARDC campus.  

New this year will be a Recycling Station—a crea-
tive and educational center to help you to think be-
yond curbside pickup, recycling bins, and hazardous 
waste collection.   Items being collected will be: 
First Presbyterian Church’s Environmental Justice 
Team will collect worn out sneakers and expand-
able polystyrene (the type that is used as block 
cushioning in packaging boxes or medical coolers).  
Goodwill of Wayne and Holmes County will be col-
lecting gently used denim Blue Jeans.  Sanmandy 
Enterprises will be collecting up to two boxes of 
sensitive documents for shredding. Habitat for Hu-
manity in Wayne County, Inc will be collecting alu-
minum cans and also non-lead/non-toxic useable 
paint.  The Wilderness Center will be collecting cell 
phones and printer ink cartridges.   Medway DEA 
will be collecting prescription drugs.   ITran Cor-
poration will be collection computers and com-
puter accessories.   The Wayne County Sustainable 
Energy Network, will be collecting CFL’s and fluo-
rescent light tubes as well as plastic grocery bags 
and  also be taking rechargeable batteries (nickel 
Cadmium, Nickel Metal Hydride, Lithium ion, 
Nickel Zinc, and small sealed Lead). For more infor-
mation, please visit www.wcsen.org/WCSGGF 
 
 
 

The February Out for Dinner Night  
will be held at  

The City Square Steakhouse 
Market Square, Wooster 

Saturday, February 20th, 6:00 PM  
The weather is cold and a cozy local restaurant is 

great place to be on a Saturday night. The City 
Square Steakhouse is committed to being the highest 
quality steakhouse in the region. Come and enjoy an 

exceptional experience in food, drink and service 
with a sleek contemporary edge. Reserve your place 
by signing the sign-up sheet on the Concessions Ta-
ble in the Entrance Hall by February 14th. We will 
meet at the restaurant at 6:00 PM.  Please Charles 

Gaines if you have a change of plans. 
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Every Month 

BAKERS DOZEN  
COOKS AT EVERY  WOMEN’S HOUSE  

Anyone is welcome to join us.  Contact Cathy Miller 
or Sue Gross [see paper version of newsletter for con-
tact information] 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

Third Sunday, during the school year, at 7 pm 
Feb 21:  Thunderstruck by Eric Larsen 
Mar 21: First Darling of the Morning  

by Thrity Umrigar  

DRUMMING CIRCLE  
Usually 3rd Friday nights at 7 pm at the fellowship. 

Contact Lisa Ryan [see paper version of newsletter 
for contact information]  to be sure that it is meeting. 

OHIOANS FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY 
We are working for the civil right of marriage  

for same-sex couples in Ohio.   
Fourth Tuesday from 7 to 8 pm 

PARLONS FRANCAIS 
Is cancelled till further notice 

SCRABBLE/ BRIDGE/GAME NIGHTS 
2nd Sundays from 7 to 9:30PM.   

Bring yourself, and/or cards, a game and PEOPLE!!!  
A snack to share if you like.  We meet from 7 to 9 or 
9:30 PM in the vestibule of the Fellowship.  We are a 
group that encourages everyone to play at their own 
ability.  Questions: Ken McDonald [see paper version 
of newsletter for contact information] 

SPIRIT PATHS  
Usually on Saturdays. I have no further info –editor. 

Questions:  Tammy Paul [see paper version of news-
letter for contact information] 

WORD WORKS WRITERS GROUP 
Third Thursday from 1-3 pm 

The February 4th webinar is The Challenge of As-
sessment: Congregations. Members of Commit-
tees of Ministry, congregational boards and others 

who are charged with assessing congregational pro-
grams will find this webinar helpful. The March 

20th webinar will focus on Behavioral Covenants. 
To see all the webinars offered by the CERG 

visit http://www.ohiomeadville.org/webinars.html 
 

District Assembly  
Growing Branches, Strong Roots: Transformational 
Living District Assembly 2010 on March 26-27 
will focus on social justice issues. We will have a 
special Interfaith Youth Leadership Training for 
youth and youth allies; theme speaker Rev. Meg 
Riley will talk about Standing on the Side of Love; 
the Friday night panel discussion will focus on anti-
racism efforts; and workshops on anti-racism, 
peacemaking, the green sanctuary program and 
helping others during the current economic crisis 
will be offered. Additional workshops focusing on 
leadership development, multigenerational pro-
gramming, covenant groups, pastoral care and 
healthy congregations will be offered. Registration 
opens January 15th and all materials will be posted 
to the website by that date. For details visit  
http://www.ohiomeadville.org/annmtg/index.html 
 
The UU’s of Napa, California proudly announce 
the sixth season of our Wine Country Excursions. 
Again, we offer a variety of options for an inside 
look at one of America’s most beautiful areas, in-
ternationally known for fine wines, gourmet dining 
and spectacular vistas. 
 

We offer two choices:  Both start with comfortable 
lodging in members’ homes with full breakfast (up 
to 3 nights).  You can choose a 2-day “Wine Coun-
try Excursion,” a guided, personalized tour con-
ducted by one of our members--some with wine 
industry experience--or lodging and self-guided 
touring.  If desired, we provide guidance, maps, etc. 
 

The program runs from April through October.  
Our fees are below market rate for similar services 
and all proceeds go to our small fellowship.  For 
complete details contact:  Tom Wilson [see paper 
version of newsletter for contact information] 

Around the District  

and  the Association 
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Other Important Information 

February Birthdays  
8 Elaine Strawn 
10 Peg Redinbaugh 
11 Don Curie 
12 Lee Simpson 
26 Emily Curie 
26 Marge Thomas 
27 Candy Lint 

I’m  happy to add your important events to the list- 
please contact the office. [fellowship at uufwc.org] 

A Look At the Year Ahead 

March 26-27, 2010 Ohio Meadville District Assembly at Ohio U. Eastern Campus, St. Clairsville, OH 

June 23-27, 2010 Plan now for General Assembly! Next summer in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

July 11–17, 2010 Summer Institute.  Theme Speaker: Odds Bodkin       http://www.oddsbodkin.com/ 

April 23-25, 2010  

is the weekend for Anti-racism trainings. The youth will have an anti-racism confer-
ence:  Groundwork.  At the same time, there will be training for the adults: a version of 
Jubilee 2. Both will take place at West Shore UU Church in Cleveland. Details will be 
posted to the OMD website as they are finalized. Check OMD Now for updates. 

Rides for College Students  

Pick up spot:  Health Center 
Time: 10:20 am (for the 2nd service) 

 
Feb 7 - Margo Curl 
Feb 14 - Ruth Sewell 
Feb 21 - Ruth Sewell 
Feb 28 - Margo Curl 
March 7, 14, 21 - spring break 
March 28 - Margo Curl 

Library News 
Here are two new additions (as described in the UUA Bookstore catalog) to the Fellowship library: 
  
JESUS WAS A LIBERAL: RECLAIMING CHRISTIANITY FOR ALL   
 By Rev. Scotty McLennan     232.954 McLe 
Advocates a sense of religion based not on doctrinal readings of scripture but on the 
humanity behind Christ's teachings.  Addresses such topics as intelligent design, abortion, same-sex marriage, 
war, torture and more. 
  
GREAT OCCASIONS: READINGS FOR THE CELEBRATAON OF BIRTH, COMING-OF-AGE, MAR-
RIAGE AND DEATH   Edited by Carl Seaburg     808.81 Seab 
Words to honor the watershed events of life -- birth, coming-of-age, marriage and death. 
Includes services for adoption, divorce and memorials. 
  
NOTE:  Please check you home shelves for the book CREATING CONGREGATIONS OF GENEROUS 
PEOPLE.  You may have checked it out, forgotten to check it out, or had it passed on to you.  It will soon 
have been gone a year, at which time we will order a new copy.  So please give your shelves, car, etc. a quick 
look -- just on the chance it's out there somewhere.  Many thanks! 
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   Page 10 
About the UUFWC 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County,  
a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 

Mission Statement:  The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an inclusive spiritual community;  
its commitment is to social justice for the individual, the community, and the environment. 

How to Find Us:   We meet at 10:30 am on Sundays at 3186 Burbank Road., in Wooster.  330-262-9194 
Starting February6, we will meet at 9 am and at 10:45 am 

Minister:  Rev. V. Elaine Strawn,  email: minister –at- uufwc.org 

Director of Religious Exploration: Marge Thomas, e-mail: dre –at-  uufwc.org  

Board of Directors:  Pat Rodgers, president, Karen Skubik vice president, Georgia Jaeb, secretary, Lois 
Grant, Bill Alkire, Tim Breiner, Phil Grimm, past president 

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor:  Anne Wilson, email: fellowship –at-  uufwc.org  

Newsletter Deadline:   The 17th day  of every month!   

Website:   www.uufwc.org   Streaming audio now available. Can’t make the service?   Listen online!   
Webmaster:  Lee Simpson   
Yahoo Group Email: Address your email to:  uufwc –at-  yahoogroups.com  One email reaches nearly every-
one!  There is a delay while the messages are moderated.  To join the group, email the office:  fellowship –at-  
uufwc.org. 

Office Hours: Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn:  Monday 1-5 pm, Wednesday 6-9 pm, Thursday 10 am-2 pm 
 Anne Wilson, Office Administrator: Monday, Wednesday, Friday:  10 am-2 pm 

  Marge Thomas, Director of Religious Exploration:  Tues & Thurs:  11:30 am -4pm 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an 
inclusive spiritual community;  

its commitment is to social justice for the 
individual, the community, and the environment. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Wayne County 
3186 Burbank Road 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 


