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T he Newsletter for October 2009

(nitarian ( Jniversalist Fe”owship

/ O{: Wa yne CO u ”tﬂ

A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universa]ist Association

October Service Schedule

The first service is at 9 am. The same service repeats at 10:45 am.
Coffee will be BETWEEN the services—about 10:00 to 10:45 am.

October 4 Coming Out [Bev Caley]
Many, many gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people live in closets of secrecy
because talking about who they are would be to risk their jobs, their family ties, even
their lives. It is a justice issue and one in which UU congregations have been deeply in-
volved.

October 11 The Mystical Way [Rev. Dr. V. Elaine Strawn]
The 14% century Persian mystic Hafiz has been described as the “Tongue of the Invisi-
ble”. His writing, including some 5000, exhibits a lyrical genius.

October 18 Circle of Blue [Mythos Team]
A new Mythos team will take us on the sacred journey this year: Karol Crosbie, Sandy
Sheffield and Sharon Delgadillo begin with a focus on our most precious resource: wa-
ter.

October 25 Samhain [Spirit Paths]
The highest of holy days within the pagan year, Samhain marks the time when the veil
between the worlds is most thin.

It is hard to miss the concern about the H1N1 flu virus in the news.
The most efficient prevention is to avoid contact.
PLEASE stay home if you feel ill. You will feel better & we all will
thank you. If you are in need of help, please contact Elaine or Sue Gross.

Adult Religious Education in October Inside this issue:
You are invited to strengthening your under- | |[From the Board, Social Action 2
standing of the l%U tradition. Ministers Column, DRE 3
Building Your Theology
[Rev. Elaine Strawn] News at the UUFWC 45
These sessions will focus on theological ques- What’s Happening 6.7

tions which help us better understand [and

articulate] our faith tradition. Birthdays, Anniversaries, rides 8

Other offerings will come up each month, so look on;;S)W students & the Year
for the brochure on the Connections Table and

posted on the Website and the bulletin board. Calendar 9
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The Minister’s Column- Living on the Balls of Our Feet.

Spiritual practice isn’t easy. It is a balancing act between the questions, “How am | changing the world?”
and “How am | caring for myself?” Many of us came to the UUFWC because we wanted to care for our
children’s spirits; we wanted them to see a broader vision than the limited religious view so alive in our cul-
ture. Many of us stayed on after the children had grown: we had begun to feel at home and had been
stretched by Unitarian Universalism’s tradition: bringing reason to religion and actively working for justice
in the world. We can’t do either one alone: social action work alone burns us out long before lasting change
has been wrought. And an inward focus without action stymies our development. Spiritually is about give
and take in balance. Mark Ewert, our UUA consultant, talked about the expectations of membership in his
congregation, All Souls in Washington DC. People are asked to be present in the community on Sunday as
often as possible, to be pro-active about both making sure the congregation meets their needs and offering
their service to the congregation in return. The final quest is this: Are we changing the world?

Itis living on the balls of our feet: relaxed enough to be attentive, at ease enough to keep our muscles lim-
ber, but always ready to move. Balance. Discipline. Spirituality.

From the Board

The Board members would like to introduce themselves to the congregation in this rather informal way:

Phil Grimm - | retired a few years ago after a long and diverse career in education, which included teaching
science at Wooster High School, working in the agronomy department at the OARDC, and taking care of
computers for Orrville City Schools. Retirement has allowed me to be a “house husband” with part-time jobs
driving a school bus and teaching flying. My wife, Laura Mihuta Grimm, is a third generation UU who grew
up in the West Shore UU Church near Cleveland. She is a science teacher at Dalton Intermediate School.
Our son Ben will be a senior this fall at Ohio State University, where he is majoring in Mechanical Engineer-
ing. Our daughter Rachel will be a sophomore at Ohio University, where she has a double major in English
and French in the Honors Tutorial College.

Karen Skubik - I’m originally a New Yorker (Long Island and the Finger Lakes) and moved to Wooster 22
years ago, never thinking we’d stay very long. But after working at the College of Wooster and (almost) rais-
ing two kids, Casey and | don’t plan to call any other place home anytime soon. Casey, Sean (youngest child)
and 1 do plan to take trips to Colorado, however, to visit our oldest child who is in her first year of college,
near lots of great skiing.

Tim Breiner - | have been a friend of the UUFWC for about 15 years but only recently signed the book and
became a member. | am a recovering Catholic and grew up in a large family in Cleveland. | have a strong
interest in improving health through physical activity and work in the cardiac rehabilitation program at Woos-
ter Community Hospital. 1 stay in shape by cycling and running, both of which get me outdoors year round. |
am lucky to be blessed with good health and a wonderful family.

Georgia Jaeb - On the first day of kindergarten, I told my mother that | would grow up to be a teacher. |
never wavered from that goal, and have been trying to teach people ever since. | teach 5th grade and love my
job . I have 3 children, Annie, Ali, and Zak to teach through their lives. I'm still trying to teach husband, Mi-
chael, a thing or two. And every day, | learn something new.

Lois Grant - My initial visit to the UUFWC eighteen years ago was precipitated by my daughter Emma’s
desire to go to Sunday School. | was brought up a New England Congregationalist and knew just enough
about UUism to think that this would be place where she would be encouraged to think deeply about spiritual-
ity and social justice. It was and we have stayed here since. Much of my active involvement here has been
with RE program though 1I’m not averse to helping in the kitchen. My interest in encouraging young minds to
think extends to my work at OARDC where | work with graduate students teaching science in local schools. I
read a lot and love to garden and cook with my husband, Rich Pratt.
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Social Action in Action

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD: tell Congress what Health Care Reform means to you. The next Public
Witness Project letter writing session will be on that topic. Join us on Sunday, October 4" in the Library be-
tween the two services. Let our U.S. Senators and Representatives know what you want to seen in a health
care bill. Sample letters, preprinted letters, envelopes and addresses will be provided.

HELP WANTED - ENVELOPE ADDRESSERS: some members of the congregation prefer to sign pre-
printed letters for the Public Witness letter writing sessions. A handwritten addressed envelope is provided
with each pre-printed letter. The envelopes can be addressed at anytime and we’ll stockpile them for future
letter writing sessions. If you’d like to help with this part of the project, contact Betty Schuler.

GIFT OF SIGHT EYEGLASS COLLECTION: this organization works in partnership with Lions Clubs
International to provide free eye care and glasses to more than four million people around the world. Place
your discarded eyeglasses in the labeled box on the Social Action table in the back of the meeting room. If the
glasses have cracked or missing lenses, that’s okay - only the frames are used. For further information contact
Karen McCoy.

ADOPT-A-CLASS: this holiday project for head start classes will be starting next month. See item elsewhere
in the newsletter.

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE COLLECTION: October 18" is Peanut Butter and Jelly Sunday. Please put jars
of peanut butter and/or jelly in the labeled bin in the rear of the meeting room. Financial donations are also
welcome and can be put in the labeled jar on the table in the rear. Make checks payable to People to People.

Director of Religious Exploration Column

We are off and running! September found us installing our Assistant DRE, Nancy Hurt. We also spent a ses-
sion doing Social Action (making greeting cards).

I am told that one thing is still not clear with our two services Religious Exploration:

During the 9:00 service there is an RE class for all ages.
During the 10:45 service there are four RE classes divided by age levels.

So, if your family decides to attend the 9:00 service, there is a class for your children. Or, if your family
comes to the 10:45 service, there is also a class for your children. Some people like to get up early, while oth-
ers prefer to sleep in a bit. Now you have a choice for your children’s religious education. And you can
choose each Sunday; you don’t have to stick with one time frame or the other. Please see page _ for a run-
down of our total Sunday schedule. This is also posted on the RE bulletin board.

New! We are now asking all children and teachers to use hand sanitizer upon entering a classroom. Our
thanks to Juan Gross for installing the dispensers plus making a myriad of revisions in the classrooms!

Looking “a bit” ahead in the year: The children will perform a UU-friendly Christmas Pageant on December
20™ along with the choir. Casting will take place at 12:00 on Sunday, December 6™. There will be two re-
hearsals, one on Saturday, December 12" and one on Saturday, December 19" with times to be announced.
Any child from age 3 upward is eligible to participate.
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News at the UUFWC

8:45 the Nursery opens
classroom

10:00 the Nursery closes

10:30 the Nursery reopens

12:00 the Nursery closes

and 6" grade “prefects”

Schedule for Religious Exploration during the two services
9:00 RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION SCHEDULE
9:00 children and youth go directly to an all ages RE class in the Earth Spirits
10:00 children grade 3 and under are picked up by a parent
in good weather the playground is available, where parents maintain vigil
10:45 RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION SCHEDULE
10:45 children and youth sit with their parents in the sanctuary until after “A Story for
All Ages,” when they process to their respective classrooms

12:00 children grade 3 and under are picked up by a parent
12:00—12:15 young children play at “A Special Place” on the stage, supervised by 5"

in good weather the playground is available, where parents maintain vigil

Facilities Committee

MULCH AND TRIM!

Sunday, October 18 DRESS DOWN SUNDAY --
Wear your grungies to church, then stay to help
mulch trees, the memorial garden, and trim brush for
mowing. We hope that you will plan on staying and
helping out with these projects. There will be a sign-
up sheet at the Committee Fair this Sunday, which is
happening between services.! Lunch provided.

Bring gloves, wheelbarrows, pitchforks, pruning
shears. Bring a dish for a potluck lunch, if possible.

CARDBOARD NEEDED
Stash your flattened corrugated cartons in the fenced

area behind the green shed before Oct. 19. They will
be used under mulch as a barrier to weeds.

Fundraising News

Save the Dates: November 20 at 7:00 pm & 21 at
6:00 pm

The Madrigal is fast approaching and we need vol-
unteers. Last year, we netted $1,500. This is a
popular fundraiser, but we cannot do it without

your support.

Needed:

Servers, Wenches and Dandies, Dancers, Kitchen
Help, Help to set up and take down, Figgie Pudding
Makers.

Don’t worry, we will costume and train you how to
serve and wench. We will also provide a training
on how to make the Figgie Pudding.

If you are willing to help, please contact Sharon
Delgadillo or Sue Gross for the kitchen.

Come and join the revelry, you will have so much
fun!
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Madrigal Feaste
FAIR LADIES, MERRY GENTLMEN,
WE GREET YOU ONE AND ALL,

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO
JOINT OUR FEASTE WITHIN THE CASTLE WALLS.

Tickets will go on sale October 1st.

Order form will be available on the website.
Friday, November 20 at 7:00 pm
Saturday, November 21 at 6:00 pm
Tickets: $30/ for one/ $55 for two/ $27 each after two
Menu
Royal Pumpkin Soup with Homemade Bread
The King’s Beef simmered in Herbs and Pan Seared Breast of Fowl
Or
Vegetarian Choice: Non meat loaf with vegetarian gravy
Slow Roasted Root Vegetables
Golden Mashed Potatoes with Meat or Vegetarian Gravy
The Queen’s Favorite Figgie Pudding with Sauce
Or
Fruit, Nuts and Cheese

Stay in touch with the Library News
UUFWC ! _ _ ) ) o
The library has two new books dealing with sustainable living and
Did you know that the activities our responsibility toward our planet and global society. Here is
on the back of the bulletin are what the UU Bookstore catalog has to say about them.
emailed to the yahoo group every MAKING THE GOOD LIFE LAST: FOUR KEYS TO SUS-
week? Not a member? TAINABLE LIVING
Would you like to join? By Michael A. Schuler ~ 640 Sch 2009
Contact Anne in the office: Presents sustainability as a coherent frame of reference that can
Fellowship-at-uufwc.org ground us spiritually, heal us internally, and deepen relation-
and she will add you to the group. ships. Includes practical advice, as well as insights from science,

literature and a range of spiritual traditions.
THE GREAT TURNING: FROM EMPIRE TO EARTH COM-

~ e~~~ ~m ~ ~m e~~~ e~~~ o~~~

Stewardship MUNITY
By David C. Korten  302.14 Kort 2006

Thanks to Tom Gross and Mary Draws on evidence from evolutionary theory, developmental
Wicks for arranging to bring psychology and religious teachings to show that a life-centered,
UUA consultant Mark Ewert. All egalitarian, sustainable, democratic "Earth Community" is possi-
of us benefited from his food for ble.
thought. Expect some changes Note: there is some confusion about who currently has the book
soon! CREATING CONGREATIONS OF GENEROUS PEOPLE.

Please let Kay Bowen know if you happen to have this title.
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What’'s Happening

It's Time!

On Sunday, October 4,
2009 from 4-5 pm,

members of our community

gay and straight — will stand
together at the Open the
Door to Equality Rally.

Join us at the Gazebo on the Square in Wooster
as we celebrate the progress made in the struggle
for gay civil rights and recognize that the goal of
equality has not yet been reached.
Following the rally, join us for a potluck dinner in
the basement of Trinity UCC.

The rally is sponsored by the UU Social Action
Committee, Ohioans for Marriage Equality,
PFLAG of Wooster, and the College of Wooster
Allies & Queers. For more information, contact
Helen Ostermiller

Coffeehouse 32!

<

An Evening of Music, Poetry, Comedy
and Storytelling
Saturday, October 10, 2009
7-10:30 pm

Serving up fine entertainment
And Equal Exchange coffees and teas for a donation
at the door.

Fresh desserts and packaged coffees and teas
for sale too!

Learn cake decorating

on Saturday, October 10, 2009
from 10:00 to 12noon.
We'll practice easy flowers and writing.
We always need decorators to supply residents of
Every Women's House
with birthday cakes.
Save your space now by contacting Sue Gross

Chalice Circles begin again.

Gathering in full community on Sunday morning is
very important. Deeper friendship and growth,
though, often happens in smaller groups. The
UUFWC offers both Chalice Circles which meet
once a month and offer a chance to share life sto-
ries, insights, and service. There are currently
seven groups. Five are continuing and would wel-
come new members as they begin their new year;
two are new this fall:

Ethical Eating Affinity Group

[Casey Hoy]

There are environmental concerns and concerns
about animal rights and human rights. What moral
guidelines, if any, should govern food production?
Some people have too much food and some have
too little. How should congregations address issues
like poverty and hunger, nutrition education, and
health promotion? They will, also, sponsor events
for the whole congregation.

Heart to Heart [Rev. Elaine Strawn]
Based on the UUA curriculum of the same name,
this Chalice Circle uses readings, journaling exer-
cises and conversations, to help us focus on such
things as friendship, loss, forgiveness, money. The
group will gather at 7pm the fourth Tuesday of
each month.

Check the Connections Table and the web page for
the brochure which describes these opportunities
and how to sign-up. There are also small group
opportunities from Out to Dinner Night and Scrab-
ble to Book Discussion and Drumming. Informa-
tion on these can be found elsewhere in the news-
letter.

7
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The October Out for Dinner Night
will be held at

Inn at Honey Run
Holmes County
6:00 PM, Saturday, October 24th
Carpool at 5:00 PM

It is autumn and once again, we will take a color-
ful drive during peak Fall foliage time and travel
to the Inn at Honey Run in Holmes County. Join
us for a “big city meal” in the beautiful fall coun-
try side. This will be the last Out to Dinner Night
until the end of January, so please reserve your
place by signing the sign-up poster on the Con-
nections Table at the Entrance Hall by Sunday,
October 18th. We will meet at UUFWC at 5:00
PM sharp and carpool to The Inn. Call Charles
Gaines if you need a ride or have a change of
plans.

Every Month

BAKERS DOZEN
COOKS AT EVERY WOMEN’S HOUSE
Anyone is welcome to join us.

Contact Cathy Miller or Sue Gross

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Third Sunday, during the school year, at 7 pm
Oct 18: The Professor and the Mad Man
by Simon Winchester
Nov 15: Mountain to Mountain by Tracy Kidder
Jan 17: The Time Travelers Wife
by Audrey Niffenegger

Adopt-A-Class
Perhaps the best holiday gifts we give are the
ones given to those we do not know. If given
with thought and care, no gift is ever too
small. The very process expands our spirit and
reminds us we are part of a larger human family.

This year the UUFWC will continue its tradition
of providing gifts for Head Start children. There
will be sixty-four this year. If you wish to par-
ticipate, write your name on a sign-up
sheet and select a gift tag (listing suggestions and
the child's name, age, and gender) from the pine
swag over the bulletin board in the church
foyer. The sign-up sheet and pine swag will be
posted on Sunday, Nov. 15. After selecting your
child(ren), purchasing and wrapping the gift(s),
attaching the tag(s) -- then place your package
(s) in the Fellowship library by Friday, Dec. 4.

Now is the time to think about how to make this
a meaningful part of your holiday season. Re-
member, Head Start families facing financial
hardship this year will greatly appreciate your
help in providing gifts for their children.

DRUMMING CIRCLE
Usually 3rd Friday nights at the fellowship.
Contact Lisa Ryan
for more information

OHIOANS FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY
We are working for the civil right of marriage
for same-sex couples in Ohio.

Fourth Tuesday from 7 to 8 pm

SCRABBLE/ BRIDGE/GAME NIGHTS
2nd Sundays from 7 to 9:30PM.
Bring yourself, and/or cards, a game and PEOPLE!!!
A snack to share if you like. We meet from 7 to 9 or
9:30 PM in the vestibule of the Fellowship. We are a
group that encourages everyone to play at their own
ability. Questions: Ken McDonald

SPIRIT PATHS
Next meeting: Saturday, October 31
Questions: Ann Pilarczyk or Tammy Paul

WOMEN’S WISDOM CIRCLE
Fourth Monday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm

WORD WORKS WRITERS GROUP
Third Thursday from 1-3 pm
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Other Important Information

Coffee Hour October  Birthdays

Thank you to those that have prepared 2 Jeff Gochnauer
coffee in the past! 3 Steve Berg

We will serve coffee between the 2 services. For )

those attending the 2nd service, they may want to 8 June Norris

come about 10:00 to socialize. 8 Anne Wilson

It is time to sign up again!

] ] 21 Gene Meyers
We will be serving coffee only. No treats.
We wish to limit the food taken into the 2nd service. 25 Susan Heady
26 David Drumm
October  Anniversaries
Rides for College Students 1 Kurt & Clare Knebusch
Pick up spot: Health Center 8 Michael & Georgia Jaeb
Time: 10:20 am (for the 2nd service) 17 Jim & Jan Wheelis

I’m happy to add your important events to the list-

please contact the office.

From the District

Leadership In a Multicultural World
The Rev. Hope Johnson will be our keynote speaker and workshop presenter for the fall leadership develop-
ment conference, "Leadership in a Multicultural World" on October 10, 2009 at the First Unitarian Church of
Toledo, OH. For more information visit www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/multiculturalworld.html

Spirit Play Training in the OMD
For congregations who are currently using or wish to start using the curriculum "Spirit Play," a training for
teachers will be held at the UU Fellowship of Wayne County in Wooster, OH on Saturday, October 3.
This training has a limit of 15 participants, so you need to register early to guarantee a slot. Registration dead-
line is October 15th. For details and to register, visit www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/spiritplay.html
or contact the district office.
Rock from a Hard Place
Have you lost your job, your business, savings or home? This workshop is for you. In this workshop we create
a safe place to explore: What happened? Who am | now? Who am | becoming? How is this loss shaping my
relationships — with my partner, family, friends, and God/Life? How does it shift my sense of meaning and
hope? At the end of the workshop, you’ll have the opportunity to share your story and insights with other par-
ticipants — as a narrative, in prose, poetry or as a song (yes, coaching is available!) This workshop is led by
Rev. Mary Grigolia and cost is a sliding scale. For more information visit
www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/rockworkshop.html  Friday 7-9 pm and Saturday 9-4 pm, Oct 30-31,
Olmsted UU Congregation 5050 Porter Rd., N. Olmsted

A Look At the Year Ahead

March 26-27, 2010 |Ohio Meadville District Assembly at Ohio U. Eastern Campus, St. Clairsville, OH

June 23-27, 2010 Plan now for General Assembly! Next summer in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

July 11-17, 2010 Summer Institute. Theme Speaker: Odds Bodkin  http://www.oddsbodkin.com/
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Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn: Monday 1-5 pm, Wednesday 6-9 pm, Thursday 10 am-2 pm

Marge Thomas, Director of Religious Exploration: Tuesday & Thursday: 11:30 am -4pm

Anne Wilson, Office Administrator: Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10 am-2 pm
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About the UUFWC

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County,
a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Mission Statement: The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an inclusive spiritual community;
its commitment is to social justice for the individual, the community, and the environment.

How to Find Us: We meet at 10:30 am on Sundays at 3186 Burbank Road., in Wooster. 330-262-9194
Starting October 6, we will meet at 9 am and at 10:45 am

Minister: Rev. V. Elaine Strawn, email: minister —at- uufwc.org

Director of Religious Exploration: Marge Thomas, e-mail: dre —at- uufwc.org

Board of Directors: Pat Rodgers, president, Karen Skubik vice president, Georgia Jaeb, secretary, Lois
Grant, Bill Alkire, Tim Breiner, Phil Grimm, past president

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor: Anne Wilson, email: fellowship —at- uufwc.org

Newsletter Deadline: The 17th day of every month!

Website: www.uufwc.org Streaming audio now available. Can’t make the service? Listen online!
Webmaster: Lee Simpson

Yahoo Group Email: Address your email to: uufwc —at- yahoogroups.com One email reaches nearly every-
one! There is a delay while the messages are moderated. To join the group, email the office: fellowship —at-
uufwec.org.

Office Hours: Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn: Monday 1-5 pm, Wednesday 6-9 pm, Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Anne Wilson, Office Administrator: Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10 am-2 pm
Marge Thomas, Director of Religious Exploration: Tues & Thurs: 11:30 am -4pm

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Wayne County

3186 Burbank Road

Wooster, Ohio 44691

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an
inclusive spiritual community,
its commitment is to social justice for the
individual, the community, and the environment.



